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Bet 17th A.D. 1861. 
To day I was sworn into the United Stated Service, 
and guartered first in the Guard House, from there we 
moved to Barracks on the east side of the damp. 
Oct, 18th. Friday, 
Commenced to build and arrange our quarters, cooking 
and eating our grub etc. 
Oct. 19th Saturday. 
to day we have been going the usual rounds of Camp 
Duties, Drilling etc. 
October 20th. Sunday. 
We have no Drill to day. we have had Preaching to day 
by the Chaplain of this Regt. the Rev. Mr. Heath. 
October 2lst. Monday. 
the order of the day has been Cooking, Sating, Drilling 
etc, 
October, 22nd. Tuesday. 
We continued to go the usual Rounds of Camp Duties until 
about noon when I obtained a Furlough and in the afternoon 


took the Cars at Terre Haute, Reached Rockville half past 


5 O'clock P.M, then eat supper at the Strouse House then 
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started for home in Company with four others through Mud 
and rain arriving at Annapolis about 11 O'clock P.M, 
Borrowing L.B. Dunnigans’ horse traveling on arriving at 
Home about 2 O'clookxA.M, 

D October 25rd, Wednesday. 


I Remained at home going the usual Rounds of Business 


until Tuesday the 29th when I again took the Cars at Rock- 
ville about 6 O'clock A.M. Stopping near Terre Haute and 
marching up to Camp and was then mustered into the U.S. 
Service. 
October 30thħ. Wednesday. 
we continnued to pursue the usual Business of the 
Camp until evining when we Received our New Uniforms suit. 
Octover Slst. Thurdday. 
we continued going the usual Rounds of Camp Duties 
until Sunday the 3rd, We then attended church and heard 
a fev. Mr. Williams preach. 
November 4th. Monday 
we continued going the usual routine of Camp Life. 
Nothing of any wmportance taking Place, 
November 5th. Tuesday. 
to day we went into an Election of Company Officers 
Electing John R. Callendar, Capt. Wm. S. Magill, lst Lieut. 
and George H. Hansel 2nd Lieut. F. I. Moore, lst Sergeant, 
Nothing worth mention until 
- November 8th. Friday 
we have been Drilling some todday. The Sergeants and 


Corporals was appointed to day By the Capt Being as follows; 


nd Seg, John Hixon, 3rd Jeg, Thomas GiWsinger 4th Jt. 


aja 


“Samuel P, Garrigus, the Corporals Wm. Sweeny, George B. 


Lancanster, John Ott, Ruben H. Moore, Marshall McCutcheon, 
S.W. Yokley, John Yager, James H. Hadley. 
Saturday. November 9th, 
today we received our Tents and Camp Equipage, we then 
proceeded to pitch tants within about two Hundred yds. of 
our old quafters, there is considerable merriment in Camp 
to night. 
Sunday. November 10th. 
this morning is Fair and Pleasant I Bat Breakfast 
late got Ready and went to hear a Rev. Mr. Fisk D.D. From 
Green Castle Preach, 
Monday. llth. 
to day the arms and accourterments was given out to 
the Soldiers. four Companies received the Enfield Rifles 
the Remainder Received the Rifled Musketts. 
Tuesday Nov. 12th 
to day has been a day of General Stir and Excitement 
on account of the New Guns and the Report Currently Circu- 
lated and generaly Believed that we are going to pull up 
Stakes and Leave Here, I have Just Recieved a letter from 
Home, Last night I went to a prayer meeting Witnessing 
as great a Display of Ignorance and weakness as I ever seen 
in my Life. we received two pair of Drawers to day, 
Wednesday Nov. 13 th, 
this morning we have been Drilling Some in the Man- 


uel of arms . I have been to the Cannal and took a Bath. 


T have written two letters, one to my Wife and one to Uncle 


D.G. Ephlin-the Rain commenced falling and proved to be a 


Sas 
very Disagreeable night, filling our tents with watter. 
Thureday Nov. 14th. 
to day is Rather a Disagreeable day we was ordered to 
fall into line marching down to Terre Haute and passed a 
Review. 
Friday Nov. 15th 
Nothing of Importance passing except the General talk 
and Excitement about leaving Camp. 
Saturday Nov. 16th. 
we was aroused up at 1 O'clock A.M.Eat Breakfast. 
Struck tents, Boxed up our Goods and Chattles, then taking 
up our line of March Stopping at Terre Haute a Short time 
then taking the carrs we traveled on By way of Vincenns., 
our Destination Evansville, Ind.--where we arrive about 2 
O'clock P,M. after partaking of a Bountiful Repast prepared 
By the Ladies of that place we again Straped on our Knap- 
sacks, Shouldred our Arms, mardhing about one and a half 
mmiles South West of the town then Pitched tents. Spread 
our Blankets and throwed ourselves Down to Rest for the 
night. 
Sunday~-Nov. 17th 
this morning we awoke up Late to go out and take a 
view of the Camping Ground, having failed to Draw Rations 
we had no Breakfast to Bother with. The Chaplain passed 
through the Camp Bistributing a Childs! Paper amongst the 
Soldiers. 
Monday. Nov. 18th. 


this morning after the usual Routine of Business 


Was went through with we went out on Company Drill and 


-5- 
there was a move made to have Re Election to the office of 
Capt. a large majority being in favor of it. But upon 
further condideration failed to get it accomplished. I 
went in the evening got a blanket full of leaves for my 
tent and a canteen full of watter out of a cistern fora 
sick tent mate (Hiram Weese) 
Tuesday 19th. 
today is fair and pleasant we have been drilling some. 
we received our overcoats to day 
Wednesday Nov. 20th. 
we have been drilling some to day I obtained consent of 
the apt to go to town to day. But failing to get a pass 
did not go 
Thursday Nov 2lst. / 61 
we received orders to be ready to attend the burial of 
a soldier deceased belonging to the 3lst Regt. By the name 
of Barns--he was buried 2 1f2 miles N.37. of Evensville 
with the honors of war 
Friday Nov.22nd 
this morning is raining and very muddy. I received a 
letter from my wife yesterday. I have been detailed to go 
on guard this morning. 
Saturday Nov. 23gá. 
today is fair and pleasant I have been to to town to 
day and got my victure taken and sent it home 
Sunday Nov. 24th 
to day this regt. was presented with a flag donated 
by the ladies of Terre Haute and there was a speech made by 


a Miss Peppers, 


Monday Nov. 25th 


‘ate 


we have been drilling some to dey. Nothing worth men- 
tioning to day. 

Tuesday Nov. 26th. 

this morning we was ordered to strike tents and pack 
knapsacks which was completed by 12 o'clock. When we form- 
ead in line, marched up to Evensville and then went on board 
a boat about 7 o'clock P. M. then steamed up the river land- 
ing at the lst. lock on Green river Ky. about 10 o'clock P. M. 
being about 15 miles distance from Evensville. 

Wednesday Nov. 327th 

to day is fair and pleasant. I have been to the river 
and washed my clothes. 

Thursday Nov. 28th ‘61 

to day is fair and pleasant I have written and mailed 
a letter to my wife to day and been out and got some per- 
simons to eat, 

Friday Nov. 29th. 

this morning is raining I received a letter from my 
brother to day. I was detailed to go on guard this morning 
I have written an answer to my brothers letter. 

Saturday Nov. 30th. 

to day is fair. Last knight being a disagreeable knight 
snowing & raining some. 

Sunday Dec. lst. 

this morning continues muddy & disagreeable Drizzling 
rain some no drill to day, 

Monday December, ond. 


this morning is snowing and a very disagreeable day I 
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have written a letter to my wife to day 

Tuesday. Dec. 3rd. 

this morning is fair the boys are going out on a Deer 
& Turkey Hunt two of them returned with three turkeys & 
some with one bush- of apples= 

3 Wednesday. Dec. 4th. 

this morning is fair & pleasant. I have been to the 
River & taken a bath 

Thursday- Dec. 5th. 

this morning is fair & pleasant to Maj- Buford was in 
Camp to Inspect the arms & knapsacks of this Regt. 

Friday. Dec. 6th.'61. 

I was detailed to go an pickett last knight, three 
others being on Pickett with me they deserted their Posts 
and went to their quarters, 

Saturday 7th. 

to day is Fair & pleasant we have had company drill 
to day 

Sunday 8th. 

this morning is warm and pleasant Last knight there was 
considerable excitement in camp the alarm was given by firing 
among the Picketts, the alarm proved to be a false one and 
quiet was restored in Camp & all went to bed and slept till 

` morning we bought one bushel of apples for our tent to day 

I went to the River & took a bath, I received two letters to 
day one from Nm. B. Erwin & one from my wife this evening 
the Army Rules & Regulations was Read on Dress parade by our 


Lieut-, Col- Wm. E. McClean- 


ae 


Monday Y“ec- 9th. 

this morning a portion of each Company was detailed to 
clear off a parade ground this evening we had Battalion 
Drill the first since we left Camp Vigo- 

Tuesday Dec. 10th. 

this morning is fair & pleasant there is 30 men de- 
tailed out of each company to finish clearing off the Drill 
Ground, this evening after dark the soldiers congregated 
around head quarters & listened to speeches made by Rev. Mr. 
Heath Capt. Gainy- & others that called forth loud cheers from 
the soldiers during the speaking & at the Close also-=- 

Wednesday- Dec. lith. 

this morning is fair & cool after having & hard rain 
storm last knight I received a pair of gloves & my wife 
& childrens Propials-— to day. Since then we have been out 
on company drill. we have had Battalion this evening, 

Thursday- Dec. leth. 

this morning is fair & pleasant I have been detailed to 
go on Pickett I have written & mailed a letter to my wife to 
day, I have been to the River & washed my clothes Waste 
exempt from Drill to day 

Friday, Yec. 13th. 

to day is fair & pleasant I have written to Zimri Hunt. 
& rec= the Republican to day 

Saturday- Dec. 14th. /61 

to day is fair & warm we have been drilling some to 
day 

Sunday Dec. 15th. 


Hoge 


this morning continues fair & warm I have been to the 
River took a bath. there has been some negroes in Camp this 
morning selling apples, one of them preached a discourse to 
the soldiers, there has been preaching by the Chaplain this 
evening I attended a prayer meeting held by some of the 
soldiers the Chaplain being the Leader, in the services 

Monday- Dec. 16th. 

to day is fair & pleasant. I have washed my clothes 
I rec- a letter from my wife, we rec- 40 rounds of cartridges 
to day. we have been drilling some Ape Lee, Died to day 
at the Hospittal about 3. O.clock p.m. his remains was sent 
home for Interment. 

Tuesday— Dec. 17th. 

to day is fair & pleasant. we have been drilling some, 
I have written a letter to my wife, it is reported that 
Genl. Crittenden is in camp. 

Wednesday, Dec. 18th. 

this morning continues warm & pleasant there is consid- 
erable excitement in camp caused by some of the boys coming 
to a knowledge of the fact that they were infested by a 
vermin (to wit Boddy Lice) 

Thursday. Dec. 19th. 

to day remains fair we have struck tents burned the 
straw, I have written a letter to H. C. Wilkins, we have 
been drilling some 

Friday December 20th /61. 

this morning is cool & clowdy Looks like snowing some, 


we have been drilling some to day. at the close of the drill, 
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our Capt. made a short speech to us stating that a portion 
of his men was not satisfied with his being Capt. of the 
company and desired a change of places he further declared 
that any one participating in stirring up that dissattisface 
tion would be ferretted out & dealt with accordingly, 

Saturday. December 21st. 

this morning is cool & clowdy I have been detailed for 
Guard, no drill to day 

Sunday. Dec. 22nd. 

I received a letter from my wife have been released 
from Guard it is raining some No drill to day 

Monday. Dec. 23rd /61. 

this morning is tolerably cold no drill to day, I have 
written a letter to my wife to day, 

Tuesday. Dec. 24th. 

this morning is cool & clowdy I rec. two letters one 
from Wm. Erwin & one from “avis Floyd, to knight there is 
considerable of excitement in camp, there shooting of Guns, 
Revolvers &.c., By the soldiers the Companys was ordered 
to formed into line then marched up to head quarters at the 
request of the Col-, & then & there listened to a speech, 
first by the Col- then by the Lieut- Col- requesting them to 
go to their quarters & go to bed which order was obeyed then 
there was a boat come down the river carying on it some of 
the soldiers from the 3lst Regt. now stationed at Calhoun 
Ky-, 

Wednesday. Dec-, 25th. 


this morning is fair no drill to day I have written & 
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mailed a letter to Wm. Erwin to day, 


Thursday, December, 26th. 

to day is cool & clowdy, I have written a letter to 
James Marks been drilling some, 

Friday Dec- 27th. 

to day is fair & cool we have been drilling some to 
day 

Saturday. Dec-, 28th. 

to day is fair & pleasant this evening the Lieut- Col, 
made a speech to some citizens, on the mission of the 43rd 
Regt. in to this country No drill to day except Dress parade, 

Sunday- Dec. 29th. 

to day is fair and warm there is considerable excite- 
ment in camp on the reception of the news that we will strike 
tents & leave here soon I was detailed to go on guard this 
morning, . 

Monday— Dec. 30th. 

this morning we struck tents about 7. O.clock A.M., & 
took up our line of march provided with one days provisions 
and after one hours marching we halted resting a fiew minutes 
when we arose to our feet & continued our march we passed 
through a country far different from that of our own the 
face of the country presented a lonly & desolate appearance 
occasionaly we would pass a house or we could hardly call 
such for it was a rough structure showing but very little 
mechanism I noticed one thing in particular that at each 
and every hut we passed was well shaded by a greater or less 


number of the Affrican Race and should judge that the white 
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Race in this country was perfectly well satisfied that the 
slaves should do the labour and are satisfied with their 
tastes whatever they may be we passed over about 15 ms. of 
country and the whole of it was to all appearance in a wild 
and uncultivated state the principal crop to be seen was 
tobacco patches some of the inhabitants would greet us with 
a smile while others would look scornfuly at us (Secesh I 
suppose there was a good many of our boys not able to stand 
the March those was put aboard the Baggage Waggons we ar- 
rive at our place of Encampment about 5. O.clock p.m., 
pitched our tents and disposed of our Lunch this being on 
the bank of Green River which we cross tomorrow morning our 
destination Calhoun Ky. 

Tuesday. December 3lst. 

this morning we got up early eat our rations struck 
tents and we crossed the river about noon the getting across 
was slow & tedious only one ferry boat & one skiff to cross 
in soon as we got over we stacked arms broke ranks seating 
ourselves as conveniently as we could then partook of our 
rations that being crackers & a small piece of meat which 
was furnished us that morning then we took arms formed in 
line marching on about five miles passing two meeting houses 
one brick, one frame the latter being a Catholic church, we 
halted pitched tents eat our rations then laid down to sleep, 
after having providing ourselves with plenty of cornstalks for 
a bed 

Wednesday. January lst. /62. 


this morning we got up struck tents fell into line taking 
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up our line of march about 7. O.clock A.m., marching through 
about such looking country as we passed over the two days 
previous passing one meeting house, & one school house, this 
being the first school house I have seen on the road Oc- 
casionaly we would meet Citizens on the road the soldiers 
cheering them, though they doubtless was a very inferior 
class of people judgeing from their appearances about noon we 
met a couple of men passing by giveing the boys some cigars 
in a fiew minutes a couple of cavalry men came galloping 
along after them taking them back to Calhoun they was re- 
ported to be Rebbles or Secesh soldiers. We continued our 
march toward Calhoun where we arrived about 4. O.clock P.M., 
then pitched tents, spread our knapsacks prepared for the 
knights sleep, 

Thursday January 2nd. /62. 

this morning is drizzling rain some I received a letter 
from my brother to day we are now encamped within a fiew 
hundred yds. of Calhoun on the west. there has been but 
little done to day. Except a General visiting betwixt this 
& the 3lst. Regt. that is now encamped within a half mile of 
this place no drill to day 

Friday. Jan. 3rd. A. D. 1862, 

to day is raining, the boys of this tent bought a small 
stove I received two letters one from my wife & one from 
Henry Wilkins I have written one to my brother to day. 

Saturday. Jan llth. /62. 

to day is very muddy. & is now raining some we went 


out this evening on dressparade I received a letter from 
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Thomas Campbell to day & have written one to my wife. 

Sunday. Jan-, 5th. /62. 

this morning is drizzling rain I have written & mail- 
ed a letter to Davis Floyd, to day 

Monday Jan, 6th. 

this morning continues clowdy we got lumber raised & 
floored our tent we had Battalion Drill this afternoon 
there was a portion of two or three “egts. sent across the 
River as a Recoinoitering Party in the direction of Sacrimento, 

Tuesday. Jan, 7th. /62. 

this morning is fair & pleasant I have been detailed 
for guard this morning I received two letters to day one 
from my wife & one from Zimri Hunt, 

Wednesday, Jan, 8th. 

this morning is drizzling rain I have written a letter 
to Thomas Campbell No drill to day except Dress parade, 

Thursday. Jan. 9th. 

this morning is very muddy and disagreeable I have 
written a letter to my wife to day & one to 4imri Hunt No 
drill except Dress parade 

Firday. Jan-, 10th. /62 

this morning is drizzling rain I received a letter 
from George Wilins, & have been to the river & took a bath, 

Saturday. Jan-, llth. 

to day is warm & very muddy we have had company & 
regimental drill today I written a letter to George filkins 
to day. | 

Punday. Jan-, 12th. 
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this morning continues raining some I have been to 
the river & washed my clothes. 
Monday. Jan-, 13th. 
this morning is cool. snowing some I have been out 
helping to get a load of wood. I received a letter from 
my wife to day 
Tuesday Jan-, 14th. 
this morning continues cool & snowing No drill to 
day, 
Wednesday. Jan-, 15th. /62 
this morning continues cool & snowing there was a 
portion of Genl. Crufts Briggade received marching orders, 
they embarked on board boats & then sailed up the river 
Thursday. Jan-, 16th. 
we have now received marching orders & proceeded to 
strike tents loaded our waggons. fell into line & marched 
to the River, crossing the river on barges that formed a 
bridge, to pass over on the crossing being compleeted about 
dark we then took up our line of march traveling on slowly 
halting occasionaly to rest. until about midknight when we 
stoped to rest for the remainder of the knight in a small 
village (Sacrimento) about 8, ms. distance from the point 
we started from there being three other Regts. along. the 
s being as follows, the llth Ky-, Col- Hawkins, 42nd Ind., 
Col. the 26th Ky-, Col-, Berbage, this Regt, bursted open 
two store houses & caryed off all of the goods in them, each 
company secured to themselves some house to sleep in the 


remainder of the knight, 
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Friday. Jan-, 17th. 

we got up and after depositing our knapsacks in the 
wagon we formed into line, & proceeded to march on passing 
over a far better country than any I had seen in Ky-, after 
marching a distance of about 12, ms. we halted pitched 
tents about half a mile south of south Yarrollton on Green 
River, Kentucky, 

Saturday. Jan-, 18th. /62. 

this morning is very muddy & disagreeable, last knight 
we had a very hard rain, I was detailed to go on Fatigue 
Duty unloading a boat, 

Sunday. Jan-, 19th. 

this morning continues raining I was detailed to go on 
guard, I received a No+. of the Republican to day, 

Monday. dJan-, 20th. 

this morning continues clowdy I have just been re- 
leased from guard we have had no drill to day, 

Tuesday, Jan-, alst. 

this morning continues cool & clowdy muddy & disagree- 
able we have had no drill to day 

Wednesday. Jan-, 22nd /62. 

this morning is clowdy I have written and mailed a letter 
to my wife we have had company drill our regt. was drawn 
up into line of battle on account of an alarm being given 
that our Picketts had been fired on the alarm proved to be 
a false one 

Thursday. Jan-, 33rd. 


this morning is clear & cool I have written a letter 
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to Abner Floyd, the news is now circulated in Camp that 
Genl. Gollicopper has been killed & his army captured 
numbering about 20,000 men this evening the resignation of 
Col-, Steele was read on Yress parade 

Friday. Jan-, 24th. 

this morning I was detailed to go on pickett guard, 
while on pickett one man was fired on and the alarm given 
while the picketts numbering about 48, was drawn up in line 
of Battle there awaiting further orders, from 12 until near 
3 O.clock A.M. the alarm was pronounced a false one each 
one resumed his post, at daylight it was discovered that the 
pickett fired on had lost his gun it being a Colts Revolveing 
Rifle, 

Saturday. Jan. 25th. 

this morning is fair and cool we went in to camp about 
11. O.clock A.M. when we was released from Guard, I rec- 
a letter from avis Floyd to day and a No- of the Republican, 


there has been a detail of all the able men of the different 


Regts. here made for the purpose of falling the timber ground 
the Camp also digging Entrenchments & throwing up £mbankments 
Sunday. Jan. 26th. 
this morning is clear and pleasant I have been helping 
to cut down timber. I received two letters, one from my 
wife and one from Thomas Campbell. Col. Steele started for 
home this morning there is a report circulated in camp that 
there is a large boddy of rebbles moving in this direction 
with considerable amount of artillery. 


Monday Jan-, 27th. 
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this morning is raining. I have written two letters 
one to my wife & one to Thomas A. Campbell- I have written 
one to m. Erwin- No drill do day except Dress parade, 

Tuesday- Jan-, 28th. /62. 

this morning is very warm I have washed my clothes 
and written a letter to Wiette Millikan we have had company 
& Battalion Drill. We have marching orders now, 

Wednesday- Jan-, 29th. 

this morning is very disagreeable we had a very hard 
storm of wind & Rain last knight. Continues raining yet, 
I have written a letter to my brother to day-, 

Thursday- Jan-, 30th. 

this morning is snowing & very disagreeable, Last 
knight the Camp was alarmed by the Picketts being fired on, 
a portion of our Commissary goods have been shipped on 
board Boats, marked for Calhoun Ky- 

Friday. Jan-, 31st /62 

this morning is cool & clowdy we have received orders 
to strike tents, & furnish ourselves with two days rations, 
which is none all completed & are now awaiting further 
orders. this 9. O.clock A.M. about 2.0.clock P. M. we went 
on Board the storm passing down the River landing at Calhoun 
about an hour before sundown when we pitched our tents 

Saturday-, Feb-, lst. 

this morning is fair & cool there is one of this Regt. 
under arrest for shooting one of his comrades yesterday 

Sunday. February. end. 


this morning is cool we have had an inspection of arms 
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this morning no Brill to day Raining some this evening I 


have written a letter to Davis Floyd to day I received a 
No- of the Republican to day 

Monday- Feb. 3rd. 

this morning is Raining I have written a letter to 
my wife & Received one from my brother to day. 

Tuesday. Feb. 4th 

this morning is fair & pleasant No drill except Dress 
parade, 

Wednesday. Feb. 5th. 

this morning is fair © pleasant I have been detailed to 
go on guard this morning. 

Thursday Feb. 6th./62 

there was a heavy rain storm last knight Continues 
raining I have been to the River & washed my clothes & 
person, no drill to day 

Friday. February 7th /62. 


this morning is cool & clowdy I have been to the 


woods & cut a waggon load of wood, we have had Battalion 
Drill, I have Rec-~, a letter from my wife & written one 
to my brother to day, 

Saturday, Feb-, 8th. 

this morning is cool & snowing some the Newes has come 
into camp that the Federal troops have gained a victory at 
Ft. Henry, on tennessee River, I rec-, a letter from my 
wife to day & a No. of the Republican we have had Battalion 


Drill 
Sunday e Feb . 9th e k: 
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this morning is fair & pleasant we have had Inspection 
of arms, the 13th Briggade which has been Zncamped close 
here moved down the river today their destination not known 
to me, at this time the Chaplain is preaching one of my tent 
mates just come into camp considerably intoxicated 

Monday. February 10th, /62. 

this morning is fair & pleasant, I received a letter 
from my uncle D. G. Ephlin to day No drill except Dress 
parade. 

Tuesday. February llth. 

this morning is Raining some one of this Regt. & two 
of the 3lst Regt. dies last knight. I have written a letter 
to my Uncle D. G. Ephlin, to day 

Wednesday. Feb. léth. 

this morning is fair & pleasant I have washed my 
clothes this morning I received two letters to day one from 
Davis Floyd, & one from lim. Baccus— yesterday there was a 
Private in Company H, Courtmartialed for Insubordination 
the Punishment inflicted was the with holding of one third 
of one months pay & the performing of four days hard labor-, 
to day another one of the same company was Courtmartialed 
for stealing five lbs. of Beef I have received a letter 
from Apner Floyd, to day. 

Thursday. Feb. 13th. 

this morning is fair & pleasant I have written a letter 
to Davis Floyd. We have had a General Inspection of arms 
& knapsacks to day. 

Friday. Feb. 14th /62 
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I have been detailed to go on Guard this morning I 
have mailed a letter to Wm. Baccus, we have been taken off 
Guard at 8 P. M. 

Saturday. Feb. 15th. 

this morning is fair & cold I have been released from 
Guard & written a letter to Abner Floyd, to day. 

Sunday. Feb. 16th. 

this morning continues fair & cool we received march- 
ing orders & struck tents about dark then waiting until 
about 11. O.clock P.M. when the Bugle sounded & we fell 
into line starting on our march through mud & rain our 
destination being owens Borough- Ky- we marched all knight 
& the next day until about 12. O.clock A.M. when we arrive 
at our place of destination traveling a distance of about 
22 ms. 

Monday. Feb. 17th. 

this morning we go on board the Boat Economy & sailing 
down the river in company with 7, other Boats, passing 
Evensville and some other towns. I secured good sleeping 
quarters where I remained until daylight Tuesday morning. 

Tuesday. Feb. 18th. 

this morning I awoke & got up just before coming to 
the Wabash River while we was steaming down the River the 
first town we passed after daylight was Shawnee—town on 
the Illinois side of the River the next was Casey-ville 
on the Ky-, the next place of any note was the Cave in 
the Rock a place formerly occupied by John A, Merrill. 


Next we passed Hurricane Island it being about two ms. in 
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length, Hlizabeth-town being situated just below on the 
Illinois side next was Rose Clair on the Ky-side. Next 
was Oarrsville on the Illinois side the River. Next was 
an Island, Golconda- Island, on the Right hand side, or 
on the Illinois side the river is a small town, Golconda, 
Next was the Island called the twin sister, 9, ms. bélow 
we passed Morgans town then immediately below we passed 
Stewarts Island once the place of “endevous, of the man who 
Succeeded in Detecting the Highland Pirate John A. Merrill, 
the next village was Bardsville 4 ms. below Morganstown. 
Next we come to Cumberland Island just above Smithland 
where we landed & remained during the knight. 

February 19th /62. 

this morning it is raining there is Boats landing here 
with troops. the official Report of the Battle fought at 
Ft. Donalson has been Rec- here, we have now. 38.0.clock 
P. M. received orders to go back up the Ohio River our 
destination is yet unknown to me. Dusk came on while we 
was steaming up the river, I laid down to sleep for the 
knight, & awoke up after daylight finding ourselves about 
12 ms. below Henderson Ky- 

Thursday- Feb. 20th 

this morning is quite cool, we are now moveing up the 
river near Evensville while comeing up the River we seen 
several boats going down doaded with Soldiers, while we was 
at Smithland we saw two boat loads of Prisioners captured 
at Ft. Donalson going down the River their Destination su- 


posed to be Alton, Illinois, we arrive at Evensville about 
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12. O.clock A.M., Remaining there a short time when we 
about faced & started down the river again landing at 
Smithland on the morning of the elst. 

Friday February 21st. 

this morning is quite warm & pleasant the news has 
come down the River that Clarksville has been evacuated 
leaving five or six pieces of large Cannon we now leave 
going down the “iver our present destination Paducha Ky. 
where we arive about 11. O.clock, A. M., passing only one 
small village New Liberty. The boat Continental passed 
us at Smithland carrying on it the Rebble Genl. Buckner & 
Staff. Since we arrive at this place I Rec- five letters 
two from my wife, one from Wim. B. Erwin, one from Davis 
Floyd, & one from Wiette Millikan. we remained at Paducha 
until about 4. O.clock P. M. when we started down the 
river our destination being Gairo-Illinois where we arrive 
about 9. O.clock P. M. 

Saturday. Feb. 22nd. /62 

this morning is raining about 2. O.clock, P. M. we 
rec~, orders to leave this place (Cairo) immediately our 
destination Point-—— Commerce Mo- up the Mississippi River 
about 35 ms. distance from here. Dark comeing on & the Ice 
Running thick & fast the fog being very heavy the Boat had 
to land & wait until daylight, 

Sunday Feb. 23rd. 

this morning is fair & Dleasant after the fog cleared 


away we landed at Point Commerce & Disembarked marched about 
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11/2 miles & pitched tents there remained for the knight. 

Monday Feb. 24th A.D. 1862. 

this morning remains fair & pleasant we received 
orders to strike tents which was done we then took up our 
line of march, going South, after marching about six ms. 
we halted pitched tents 

Tuesday Feb. 25th 

this morning continues fair & pleasant we have re- 
ceived orders to Remain here a fiew days a have been to a 
small village close by (Benton) the County Seat of this 
Scott County Mo. the town being almost entirely deserted 
& the Court-house materials injured the County Papers or 
Records destroyed there was music & speeches made after 
the Stars & Stripes was raised over the Court-—House, we 
had Dress parade the orders read was that we belonged to 
the lst Briggade of the gond Division, Briggade being 
composed of the 34th, 43rd, 46th, 47th, & 59th Indiana 
Regts. Commanded by Col- Slack, actting Brevet Genl. 

Wednesday. February 26th. 

this morning continues warm and fair we have had 
Skirmish Drill this morning-I mailed a letter to my wife 
yesterday there has been Battalion Drill this afternoon. 

Thursday. Feb. 27th. 

this morning continues warm & pleasant. there has been 
a Detail of 33. men made to go forward & out the Road in 
condition to travel over. we have been Drilling in Company 
& Regimental Drill to day I have been Detailed to Chop wood 
for the Hospittal, then to go on Guard. 
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Friday February 28th. 

this morning continues warm & pleasant. I have been 
released from Guard there has been a General Inspection of 
Arms & knapsacks this morning we have had Battalion Drill 
to day. 

Saturday March let /62 

this morning is warm & pleasant. this morning we re— 
ceived marching orders & proceeded to strike tents, taking 
up our line of March about 9. O.clock A.M., our destination 
New Madrid Mo- we continued our march until Evening when 
we halted pitched tents traveling a distance of about 10 
ms. the Newes coming back to Camp by the Cavalry Scouts 
that was in advance of us that they had captured 6 pieces 
of Cannon nothing else of any importance takeing place 
except the falling of timber across the road by the Rebbles 
to hinder the Federal Army on their March. 

Sunday March 2nd. /62 

this morning is clowdy threatning rain, we arose Early 
struck tents at the Sound of the Bugle, then took up our 
Line of March soon the Rain begun to fall & continued driz- 
zling until about 11. O.clock A.M., when it fell in torrents 
thick & fast that thoroughly drenched us to the skin we then 
halted made fires & warmed ourselves, then the Bugle sounded 
we fell into Line marching on slowly until near night fall, 
when we Received orders to Stack arms and take our Blanketts 
out of our knapsacks & stack our knapsacks in one heap & 
then marched on until after knight when we halted pitched 


tents in the Dark & Rested the remainder of the knight, 
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Monday March 3ra /62 

this morning is cool & freezing & snowing some we 
struck tents & took up our Line of March moveing on slowly 
until about 3. O.clock, P. M., when we srrive within a fiew 
ms. of our place of Destination we then halted while the 
Cavalry & Artillery went forward planting the Cannon & 
opened fire on them while the Rebble gun Boats replyed 
Briskly, our Loss being one man killed & one wounded. 
Knight comeing on we was ordered to fall back something 
like a half ms. we then pitched tents & laid down to sleep 
for the knight. 

Tuesday March 4th. 

this morning is fair & pleasant I slept late got up 
Eat my Rations & now while writing I hear the Roar of heavy 
Artillery, this evening we Rec~ orders to Strike tents 
which was done marching about one mile then pitched tents 
& laid down to rest for the knight I awoke in the knight 
hearing the Booming of the Cannon that continued for two or 
three hours & then ceased all remaining quiet until morning. 

Wednesday March 5th. 

this morning is fair & quite cool, the Business of the 
Day has been the Confiscating of hogs Generaly. there beig 
five Pressed in by this Company 

Thursday March 6th 

this morning is very cold we received orders to fall 
into Line of Battle at 3. O.clock, marching about two ms. 
east of the Encampment, where awaiting further orders During 


that time there Was Qannonading going on at about Dark we 
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was withdrawn from the fields & returned to Camp. 

Friday March 7th /62. 

this morning is fair & pleasant. we received orders 
to furnish ourselves with one days Rations & go out on 
Pickette when the Company got to their posts the Roar of 
Artillery and the whistling of Balls Commenced. the 
Cannonading continued until about the middle of the after- 
noon when the troops was withdrawn from the fields 

Saturday March 8th. 

this morning is fair & pleasant. we have been re- 
leased from Guard, this 11. O.clock A. M., this evening we 
have had Briggade Drill Commanded by Genl. Parmer. there 
is now at this time heavy Cannonading going on up the 
River, 

Sunday March 9th. 

this morning is fair & pleasant. there has been 
preaching to day. No drill except Dress parade, 

Monday March, 10th /62 

this morning is clowdy we had a very heavy Rain storm 
last knight we have had a Briggade Drill, & a General Re- 
view Conducted by Genl. Parmer, to day 

Tuesday March, llth 

this morning is fair & pleasant we Received marching 
orders yesterday Evening, the order has been Countermanded, 
this morning we have had no Drill to day I was Detailed to 
help clear off a parade ground there has been several Regts. 
come in to day 


Wednesday March, 12th 
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this morning continues warm & pleasant. we have had 
a general Inspection of arms & Received orders to be up 
Early tomorrow morning provided with one days Rations 

Thursday March, 13th /62. 

this morning continues fair & warm we arose Early Eat 
our breakfast before daylight provided ourselves with one days 
Rations then before sunrise formed in to Line of Battle, in 
the mean time the Roar of the Cannon was heard we then march- 
ed on to the field in fair view of the Bursting of Shells 
& in hearing of the whistling of Balls the Cannonading 
Continued until the middle of the afternoon when we Returned 
to our quarters Eat our suppers went to Bed with orders to 
get up Early next morning & be ready to form a line of Battle 
by 3. O.clock, A. M. 

Friday March, 14th. 

this morning is Drizzling Rain after having a very heavy 
Rain Storm last knight we got up Early Eat our Breakfast 
provided ourselves with 24 hours Rations formed into line 
marched out on the field there waiting till after daylight. 
when we received orders to return to our quarters after we 
arrive in camp the word come in that the Enemy had Evacuated 
their fortifications which has proved to be true 

Saturday 4arch, 15th 

this morning continues cool & Disagreeable nothing 
going on to day the Report is that there has been a Lot of 
Cannon Commissary Stores, Waggons, Horses, Mules, &c., 
captured at this Point. 

Sunday March, 16th. 
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this morning continues clowdy & disagreeable. I have 
written & mailed a letter to my wife to day this evening 
we received orders to furnish ourselves with 24. hours 
Rations by 9. O.clock, P. M., which was Done we formed in 
Line, & took up our Line of March, marching all knight 
our Destination Point Pleasant, where we arrive about day- 
light 11/2 ms. west of the village, & rested awhile. 

Monday “arch, 17th /62. 

this morning is fair & pleasant about 2. O.clock, P. M., 
we fell into “ine at the Sound of the Bugle, marching about 
3 ms. Down the River, we then halted. Some spread their 
blanketts to rest for the knight I was Detailed to go on 
Pickette, where I remained until morning. 

Tuesday March, 18th /62 

this morning continues fair & warm the Regt. came along 
by the post where I was Stationed marching a distance of 
1/2 or 3/4 of a mile stopping near the River while the 
Cannonading was going on Briskley betwixt our Artillery & 
the Rebble Gun Boats we remained in that Yosition until 
late in the Evening when we was ordered to the Bank of the 
River where we was Stationed in the Riffle Pitts remaining 
there until morning. 

Wednesday March 19th /62 

this morning is fair © pleasant. after haveing con- 
siderable of a rain storm last knight we returned to Camp 
about 10. O.clock A. M. Eat Breakfast & was again ordered 
to fall into Line starting for the Batterrys again when we 


received orders to go back to our quarters the Cannonading 
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going on Briskly, Since, then I have been out helping to 
kill some Beeves & Hogs. 

Thursday March, 20th /62. 

this morning is cool & clowdy Company B. & 20 men 
from this Company went out on a Scout to day, going but a 
short distance when the about faced, Returning to Camp 
Nothing else worthy of Note to day 

Friday March, 2lst. /62 

this morning continues cool misting rain some I re- 
ceived two No. of the Republican yesterday 

Saturday tarch, 22ond. 

this morning is warm & pleasant we have been arranging 
a tent with furnace & bed for the Benefit of our Zond Lieut. 
G. H. Hansel, who is sick at this time I received a No. of 
Harpers Weekly to day. 

Sunday March 23rd /62 

this morning continues fair & quite cool. we have had 
company Inspection of arms this morning there has been a 
soldier buried to day of this Regt. a member of Company C. 
I received two letters to day one from my wife, one from 
Davis Floyd. 

Monday March, 24th 

this morning Continues fair, I rec- a letter from my 
wife, & written an answer to the same we have been Detailed 
to go on Pickett to day. 

Tuesday March, 25th /62. 

this morning is fair & pleasant. we have been buisy 


last knight & to day throwing up Embankments to Plant a 
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Cannon on the Bank of the River. 

Wednesday March, 26th 

this morning is fair & very warm. I have been I have 
been out washed my clothes & written a letter to Davis Floyd. 
I have also written & mailed a letter to H. C. Wilkins. 

Thursday March, 27th. 

this morning continues fair & pleasant the poisiton of 
Each Company in Line of Battle was Read on Dress parade 
yesterday Evening. I have written a “etter to my Brother 
to day. 

Friday March, 28th. 

this morning continues fair & pleasant we have had 
Battallion Drill to day I have Received a letter from my 
wife to day, 

Saturday March, 29th /62. 

this morning is clowdy. this Regt. was Detailed to go 
on Picket yesterday Evening we have now been Released from 
Guard. I received a Letter from my Brother to day. 

Sunday March, 30th. 

this morning is fair & warm we have had Company Inspec= 
tion of arms & knapsacks to day. 

Monday March, 31st. 

this morning is Raining. there is one of this Company 
got the Small Pox. I have written a Letter to my wife, & 
one to Elira Iane-Hunt, I rec- a No. of the Republican to 


day 


Tuesday April, lst /62 


this morning is fair & warm.. I have been washing my 
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clothes to day this Regt. has been Detailed to go on Guard 
to day 

Wednesday April, 2ond /62. 

this morning is fair & pleasant. Last knight there 
was a heavy Storm of Rain & wind this morning we have been 
released from Guard. 

Thursday April, 3rd. 

this morning continues fair & very warm. we have had 
both Company & Battalion Drill. I received a letter from 
my wife, to day. 

Friday April, 4th. 

to day is Raining Some we have had no drill to day 
except Dress parade. 

Saturday April, 5th. 

this morning is fair & cool after haveing a heavy 
Rain-Storm last knight this Regt. has been Detailed to go 
on Picket to day. 

Sunday April, 6th. 

this morning continues fair & cool. I Rec- a No. of 
the Republican yesterday Evening we have been released from 
Guard. this morning, we have had Briggade Drill this 
Evening, I have written & mailed a letter to my wife, to 
day. 

Monday April, 7th /62. 

this morning is Clowdy we ida a Severe Storm of Wind 
& Rain last knight I have written & mailed three letters 
to day one to Wm. B. Erwin, & one to Jas. H. Russell, & one 


to my Uncle D. G. Ephlin, we have Received orders to be 
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ready with two days Rations in Haversacks to march at a 


fiew minutes notice 

Tuesday April, 8th. 

this morning continues clowdy threatning Rain, we 
have had no drill to day. 

Wednesday April, 9th. 

this morning is Raining. the Newes has come into 
Camp of the Captureing of 35,000 Prisioners, & a large 
amount of Stores, Commissary Goods, Cannon, Horses, Mules, 
Waggons, &c, this Regt. Received orders to go on Picket 
since then that order has been Countermanded by Receiving 
another to Strike tents, which was done marching about.1 
1/2 ms. to the River. there went on Board Boats landing on 
the opposite shore about 1. O.clock, A. M., we then march= 
ed about a half mile. Spread our Blankets & laid down to 
sleep the Remainder of the knight. 

Thursday April 10th. 

this morning is fair & pleasant. we got up Eat our 
Breakfast, Pitched tents. the Newes comeing into Camp of 
a Battle being fought & a victory won by the Federal troops 
at Corrinth. 

Friday April, llth. 

this morning is Raining. I have been Detailed to go 
on Guard to day. 

Saturday April, 12th /62 

this morning is Raining. I heve been released from 


Guard. this Briggade is now being Paid off the Gun Boat 
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Fleet has just now sailed down the River. I have just now 
Received a letter from my wife, & a No. of the Republican 
this Company have now Rec- their first Pay. 

Sunday April 13th 

this morning is fair & pleasant. we got up 2. O.clock 
A. M. Eat our Breakfast, Struck tents went on Board a Boat 
(the Emma) about 8. O.clock A. M. our destination Ft. Pillow. 

Monday April 14th. 

this morning is fair & pleasant. we landed yesterday 
about 2. 0. clock P. M. where we Remained until to day 
about Noon when we Received orders to move down the River. 

Tuesday April, 15th /62. 

this morning Continues warm & Pleasant. we are now 
within three or four ms. of Ft. Pillow there has been some 
Cannonading going on to day. I have written a Letter to 
my Wife to day. 

Wednesday April 16th. 

this morning continues warm & fair there has been sev- 
eral Horses died to day the belonging to the Officers of 
this Regt. 

Thursday April 17th. 

this morning is Raining. we had a very hard Rain 
Storm last knight. we received orders to Strike tents & 
go on Board the Boat which was done then Steamed up the 
River about 4 ms. Landing Remaining there until about Dark 
when we again Received orders to go on Board, the boat 
then crossing the River where we Remained until morning. 


Friday April 18th /62 
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this morning continues Raining we have now Disembarked 
and quartered in some Negroe Huts, or quarters. 

Saturday April 19th. 

this morning continues Raining. we still Remain at 
the Negroe Houses. 

Sunday April 20th. 

this morning continues clowdy Raining some there is 
nothing being done to day. 

Monday April, 21st. 

this morning continues Raining. this Company has 
been Detailed to go on Picket to day. I received a Letter 
from M. H. Wilkins to day. 

Tuesday April 22ond. 

this morning is fair & pleasant. we have been pe oaod 
from Guard. 

Wednesday April 23rd /62 

this morning Continues fair & pleasant No drill to 
day except Dress parade. 

Thursday April 24th. 

this morning continues fair & pleasant. we have 
orders to Embark on Board the Boats to day at 9. O.clock 
A. M. which order was obeyed. we crossed the River then 
Returned in the Evening to the place we started from 

Friday April 25th. 

this morning is Raining some nothing going on to day. 

Saturday April 26th. 

this morning is fair & pleasant. I have written a 


letter to my wife. I received two letters to day one from 


my Uncle D. G. Ephlin, & one from Wm. B. Erwin. I have 
taken a Bath to day. 

‘Sunday April 27th /62 

this morning is fair & pleasant. this Company Re- 
ceived a Box of Extras in the Line of Eatables sent by the 
Ladies of Rockville Parke Co. in the Care of Wm. S. Magill. 

Monday April 28th. 

this morning is fair & pleasant. to day I have writ- 
ten a Letter to George Wilkins, & sent Fifty Dollars Home 
this Evening we Received orders to go on Board Boats which 
was done Crossing the River Remaining there During the 
knight. 

Tuesday April 29th. 

this morning is fair & pleasant. we Recrossed the 
River, Disembarked & occupied the old Negroe Quarters 
again, in the evening we Rec- orders to go on Board the 
Boat at Sundown which was Done Remaining there During the 
knight. 

Wednesday April 30th /62 

this morning is fair & pleasant. we have had a gen- 
eral Inspection of arms & knapsacks to day. one of Company 
Cs. men was Courtmartialed, & was Discharged by with holding 
two months of his Pay. 

Thursday May lst /62 

this morning is fair & pleasant. No Drill to day 
except Dress parade to day. 

Friday May 2ond. 


this morning continues fair & pleasant. we have Received 
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new Olothes to day, Pants, Hats, Socks & Shoes. 

Saturday May 3rd. 

this morning is Raining Some we Received orders to go 
on Board the Boat this Evening No Drill to day. 

Sunday May 4th /62 

this morning is cool & clowdy. we have now come on 
Shore & returned to our Negroe quarters. I received three 
letters to day, two from my wife, one from Wm. B. Erwin. 
I have written two letters one to my wife, one to my 
uncle D. G. Ephlin, to day. 

Monday May 5th 

this morning is fair & pleasant. I have been Detail- 
ed to go on Pickett Guards. I received a letter from Davis 
Floyd to day. 

Tuesday May 6th /62 

this morning is fair & cool. `I have been Released 
from guard. we have Received some new Clothing to day, there 
has been a Briggade Drill to day. 

Wednesday May 7th. 

this morning is fair & pleasant. I have written a 
letter to Wm. B. Erwin, we have had Briggade Drill to day. 

Thursday May 8th A. D. 1862 

this morning is fair & pleasant. I have washed my 
clothes & taken a bath to day. we have had Company & 
Briggade Drill today. We Rec= orders to go on Board, the 
Boat this evening. 

Friday May 9th /62 


ey a 


we have now gone on Shore. this morning is fair & 
Pleasant. we have had Company and Briggade Drill to day. 

Saturday May 10th. 

this morning is fair & pleasant. we have had orders 
to go on Board the Boat. there was a Sharp Skirmish took 
Place to day betwixt our Gun-Boats & the Rebble Gun-Boats. 

Sunday May lith. 

this morning continues fair & pleasant. we Disembark~ 
ed from off the Boat this morning. a member of this Com- 
pany W. H. Thomas, Died yesterday, & was Buried to day 2. 
O.clock, P. M. we have had a general Inspection of arms 
Cartridgeboxes & knapsacks to day 

Monday May 12th /62 

this morning continues fair & warm. I Received a No. 
of the Republican to day we received orders to go on Board 
the Boat about 10. O.clock, Remaining on the Boat until 
Evening when we went on Shore Pitched tents then Quartered 
on the Boat over knight. 

Tuesday May 13th /62 

this morning continues fair & very warm. I have been 
Detailed for Guard this morning. I have written & mailed a 
letter to my wife to day. there has been Briggade Drill to 
day. 

Wednesday May 14th /62 

this morning continues fair & pleasant. I have been 
released from guqrd there has been Briggade Drill to day. 

Thursday May 15th. 


this morning continues fair & very warm. one of this 
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Company Lew Ross died last knight & was buried to day. I 
have written a letter to my brother to day. we have had 
Briggade Drill to day. 

Friday May 16th. 

this morning continues fair & pleasant there has been 
Briggade Drill to day. 

Saturday May 17th. 

this morning continues fair & very warm. I have been 
washing my clothes. I received two letters one from my 
wife one from I. H. Russell, & a No. of the Republican 
there has been Briggade Drill. I have Detailed for fatigue 
Duty to day. 

Sunday May 18th /62 

this morning is fair & cool there has been a general 
Inspection of Arms, Cartridge: Boxes, œ knapsacks. I have 
written a letter to I. H. Russell to day no Drill Except 
Dress parade. 

Monday May 19th. 

this morning continues fair & cool. I have been de= 
tailed for Picket Guard to day. 

Tuesday May 20th. 

this morning is Raining some. there was a very heavy 
Rain Storm last knight. I have been released from Guard. 
we have Received two months Wages to day. 

Wednesday May 21st. 

this morning is fair after haveing a very hard Rain 


Storm last knight there has been Regimental Drill to day. 


Thursday May 22ond /62 
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this morning continues fair & pleasant there has been 
Battalion Drill to day. 

Friday ay 23rd. 

this morning is cool & cloudy. I have been Detailed 
for Guard this morning there has been an order issued for 
the Regt. to cook three days Rations to day. 

Saturday May 24th. 

this morning is fair & pleasant. after haveing some 
rain last knight I have been released from Guard this 
morning Newton Wilson, one of this company died to day. 
Since then there has been another member of this company 
died Wm. P. Kelley. there has been no drill to day Except 
Dress parade. 

Sunday May 25th 

this morning continues fair & warm. I have written 
a letter to my wife to day. there has been Company In- 
spection of arms this morning there has been Preaching 
by the Chaplain 

Monday May 26th. 

this morning continues warm & fair there has been no 
drill to day except Dress parade. 

Tuesday Nay 27th. 


this morning continues fair & very Warm 
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There was a little Family 
Who lived in bethany 

Two Sisters and one brother 
Composed that family 


Š With singing and with praying 
» Like angels in the skies 
$ Both morning and evening 
X They raised their voices high 


` Though poor and without money 
Ki Their kindred were the same 
Their house was ever open 
To Jesus and their friends 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| They lived in peace and pleasure 
| For many a lonely year 

| And layed away their treasure 

| Beyond this vale of tears 

| 


But while they lived so happy 
So good so kind so poor 
| Their brother was afflicted 
oat And rudely thrown in bed 


Poor Martha and her sisters 
Looked ‘to the lord and cried 
But still he grew no better 
But lingered on and died 


The Jews went to those sisters. 
Some comfort there to find 
They went therefore for comfort 
And to drive away their gloom 


| 
| 
| When Jesus heard these tidings 
| In a far distent land 
Though swiftly he did travel 
3 To go in that lonely land 
| 
| 


When Martha saw him coming 
She met him on the way 

And told him about her brother 
Who had died and passed away 


He blessed her and he cheered her 
And told her not to weep 
4 For in him was a promise 
To wake him of his sleep 
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When Mary saw him comeing 
She ran and met him to 
And at his feet a weeping 
She fell a weeping to 


And wept untill they phoned him 
Where Lazarus in the tomb 
He realed away the cover 
And looked upon the grave 


And prayed unto his father 
His loving friend to save 
When he arose with prair 
And sang a hymn so sweet 


So if you but love Jesus 
And do his holy will 

Like Martha and like Mary 
He will always use you well 


From death he will release you 
And take you unto the Skies 
And hid you live forever 
Where pleasure never dies. 


(Taken from the llth Chap. St. John Written 
by Michael Wilkins 


Adora Anntonett Pickard 
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THE CIVIL WAR DIARY OF JAMES NELSON SHEPHERD 


coturegucules. James Nelsen Shepherd of Vigo County enlisted in the Union 
army for three years. Ne was in Company I, Thirty-Firet Indiana Regiment 
of Volanteers., ‘This regiment was sworn in September 5, 1861, Shepherd 
enlisted August 15 of that year. The Diary extended from that date te 
Mareh 2, 1662, at which time he was in the Marine Hospital at Cincinnati. 
Be was wounded in the Battle of Port Donelson, om the Cumberland River, 
Pebruary 15, about 10 e'elock in the morning. That ended his active career 
in the army. 


The Diary begins at Camp Vigo (now Collett Park, Terre Haute, Indiana). 
It covers army life snc experiences at the early stages of the Civil War. 
The Regimert, prior to the Battle of Fort Donelson, trained at Camp Vige, 
and at Camp Arn om Oresa River in Kentucky; at the latter camp the Regiment 
remained from September 23 to October 5. It then went to Camp hiwa, 
Henderson, Kentucky, where it maintained headquarters from October 5 te 
November 2. Thence it went to Camp Calhoun, Kentucky, where the Regiment 
remained until January 15, 1862. Jt them went te South Carlton, Kentucky, 
the samo day, January 15, and remained there till February 1. After fen- 
siderable travel, recomncitering, and guarding, the Regiment, as a unit in 
the Union army under Qrant, arrived im the proximity cf Ft. Donelson, 
Pebruary l4, the Owmberland River. The next morning the two armies were 
joined in battle, in three inehes of enow, Here Shepherd was wounded as 
noted above. 


I have two personal interests in this Diary. My father, William Mitebell, 
was in Company I ef thie same Thirty-Firet Regiagent. 3econd, one of Shepherd's 
sons, Rolla H. Shepherd, ie ay brother-in-law; he is now (1958) 89 years of 
age. 


While the ranking offieers of Conpany X were elacted by the men of tie 
Oempany, the Captoin appointed the other cffieers. Se appointed Shepherd 
as Third Sergeant, September €. The Captain, Charles N. Smith, and James 
Hamilton, First Lisutemant, had been elected August 26. September l, three 
other officers were elected. Thus Company K was organised, The Regiment 
was organised September 6th or 7th, 186). 


This is a copy of a ocepy made by Shepherd's daughter, Myrtle 


Shepherd 
Thompeon, from Shepherd's origina) diary. The original is now (1956) ia the 
pessession of anether daughtsy, Bth-1l, of Terre Haute, Indiana. 


Waldo F. Mitehell 


WAR RECORD of JAMES NELSON SHEPHERD. 


August 15-1861 


I-J N Shepherd, did this day volunteer into Captain Charles M 
Smaith company to serve for three years or during the War if not sooner 
discharged; I volunteered at New Goshen on the 15 day of August and went to 
Terre Haute on the 19th and remained there boarding at the Eagle Hotel until 
the 22nd on which day we went into camp at Vigo. Here we remained for some 
time organizing and recruiting for our company, on the 26th of August elected 
Charles M Smith Captain and James Hamelton first Leiutenant, and on Sept the 
lst we elected Robert Woodall as our second leiutenant- and N A Cox as our 
orderly Sargent—and H C Douglas as our second Sargent-those being all that 
was elected by ballot-the remainder being appointed by the captain, We was 
sworn into the service of the United States on the 5th of September after 
which we remained in camp Vigo for some time-drilling—on the 8th day of 
September, Captain Smith appointed the following non-commissioned officers 
for his company—-J N Shepherd, 3rd Sargent; John Harpol 4th Sargent and George 
Hager 5th. David Ostrander first corporal; Hiram Steel 2nd; Smith Grubs 3rd; 
Robert Anderson 4th; James M Nelson 5th; John Jenkes 6th; John W Jonson 7th; 
John McFarlan 8th. Our regiment was organised about the &h or 7th of Sept- 
ember and our company was allotted its position on the left of the Regiment, md 
was designated as Company K--our regiment remained here in this cagzp until 
the 2lst of September, 


September 2] & 22--1861 


The 3lst Regiment of Indiana Volunteers received marching orders 
this evening about sundown, we packed our things and was ready to start at 
8 oclock at which time we were ordered to fall in line which was promptly 
obeyed and we started for the depot at Terre Haute we arrived there about 9 
eclock and boarded the cars, and all things ready we was moved off in the dir- 
ection of Evansville, at which place we arrived the next morning about 7 oclock, 
We was marched to the bank of the river (The Ohio) where we was halted for the 
purpose of getting breakfast and to receive our arms and ammition, but by our 
provisions not being along we had to depend on the sitoseng (Citisens) for our 
breakfast-of which they furnished us with and abundance--which was coffee- 
bread-pies and cakes and other eatables of various kinds, After our breakfast 
was over we was again called into line for the purpose of receiving our guns- 
after which we was again dismissed until evening-—-when Company A and K was 
again called into line and details made for the purpose of loading our “trumfry* 
aboard a boat which was lying at the wharf and about 8 oclock in the evening 
the two companies marched aboard and the boat started off up the Ohio-running 
up the river about 9 miles and thence up Green River about the same distance 
and landed at a little town by the name of Spotsville; we landed at this about 
aidnight. 


September 2Z3rd-1861 Spotsville-Kt, 


(Kentueky) 


We pitched out tents here at this place about 3 esloek in the 
morning-we slept in our tents here for the first time. Our tents being 
pitehed in a man's door yard we had to move thes fer convenience-we moved 
out tents about a hundred yards from where they were first pitched, and 
pitehed them in the same man's barn yard and by noon we had all things in 
erder and in the afternoon we were sat to work throwing up breastworks at 
which we worked until midnight. 

On the 24th we were engaged in cutting dow timber so as to give 
us range with our cannons up the river and in different directions that 
dangerous was thought the most apparent, 


September 25th-18£41. 


Our camp has been designated as Camp Arn in honor of Captain 
Arn the commander of the Pest. We are again cnzaged in throwing up breast 
works and drilling our men in the manual of arms. All is quiet in the 
caup today. 


September 26th-—-1861 Camp Arn Ky 


The soldiers are drilling today in the manual of arms. I am on 
picket guard today and there is a man with me that is 87 years (eighty seven 
old acoording to his own statement hows one of the soldiers of 1812 and 
is new a soldier in the present war-his home is in Kentuaky—all is quiet 
here teday. 


Suptesber 27th-186] Camp Arn Ky 


The nen ære driiling today in the manual of arms—and the foot 
movements—all is quiet today. 


September 28th-1861 Camp Arn Ky 


The men are engaged again teday throwing up a breastwork for the 
purpose of protecting the artillerymen. We were on dress parade thia 
evening for the first time sincew came to Kentueky. 


September 29th-1841 Camp Arn Ky 


Sanday, things are quiet in camp. The Matty” Coek (supposed to be 
Mattie Cook) arrived today with three jundred men and one cannon and provi- 
eions for the men im eamp. I was on picket guard yesterday and lest night- 
and was fired on by a scouting party which created considerable excitement 


in the cam, but all is quiet this evening in cemp. 
September 30th- 1361 Camp Arn Ky 


Times are exciting in camp today-there is a rumor in camp that 
there is a heavy force of the enesy marching upon us——we are looking for 
more reinforcements and more sannon. The Kentueky soldiers are throwing 
up breastworks and are digging trenches on the outside of the breastworks,. 


The day has closed with considerable excitement from the rumors that has 
been afloat in the camp concerning the enemy that has been rumored that was 
marching on us. 


October 1st-1861. Camp Army. 


The steaser Maty Cook arrived this morning bringing 4 cannons, 
ammunition and provisions for the camp. Times are exciting here this morning 
in camp from a report that there is a heavy force marching on our camp from 
the direction of Bowling Green the upper locks of Green River. The day has 
closed with considerable excitement in camp from the rumors afloat in camp. 


Oetober 2ad-1861. Camp Arn-Ky,. 


We was engaged last night in throwing up breastworke, The stcener 
Qillum arrived this gorning bringing re-inforcements of two hundred aen, The 
day closed with considerable excitement, 


October 3rd-1861. Camp Arn-Ky. k; 


We are again engaged today throwing up breastworks-ve heve set 
scouts out to see if there is any of the enemy anywhere near us-some of the 
scouts have returned without hearing anything of the enumy—all is quiet in 
the omp. 


Ostober stn-1861. Camp Arn Ky. 


Times are a little exeiting in camp today—the steamers, Maty 
Cook end William B Cillum are at the Wharf for tne purpose of moving the 
Kentueky troopse-they have boarded the boats—and they will start for Ivans- 
ville this evening. Times are quist in camp this evening. There has novhing 
ef importance took place today. 


October 5th-1841. Camp Arn-ly, 


The 31st regiment is under marching orders. The steamers Katy Cook 
and The Storm arrived at the landing about 11 oclock we packed our things and 
started for Evansville about 3 oalock in the afternoon after taking a thor- 
ough drenching in the rain we landed at Evansvilie about 5 in the evening- 
where the rest of the regiment joined us and we pursued our course down the 
Ohio River until we came to Henderson-here the boasts landed and the soldiers 
was marched to a large tobacco fastory-where we will remain for the night. 


October 6th-1861, Camp A Dixon. Ky 


We remained in the tobdacce factory until in the efternoon then we 
was marched out to pitch our tents-after our tents had been pitched we was 
again marched back to the factory to headquarters for the night—for the 
ground was covered with weter--making it too wet to lay on-—-for the good ef 
our health. 


October “th-1861. Camp Dixon—kKy. 


We marched to camp this moming-and fixed our cooking places 
and erected our tables. This day has been spent in fixing our camp. We 
had dress parade this evening with full Regiment for the first since we left 
Camp Vigo. Everything is quiet in camp this evening. 
October &th-1861. Camp Dixon-Ky. 


Times are quiet in camp-there hasn't been anything of interest 
today more than the soldiers have been drilling in company drill. 


October 9th-1861. Camp Dixon-Ky. 

We had a Regiment drill today for the first in this Regiment 
there hasn't been anything of any importance took place today-All is quiet 
in camp. 

October 10th-1861. Camp Dixon~Ky. 


All is quiet in camp today, the boys are engaged in drilling 
today. 


October lith-1861, Camp Dixon-Ky. 


All is quiet today in camp, the boys are engaged in drilling 
today. All is quiet. 


October 12th-186]. Camp Dixon-Ky. 

All has been quiet in camp today there was a little excitement 
tonight from an alarm of firing near the pickets but it did not a mount to 
anything. All is quiet. 

October 13th-1861. Camp Oixon-Ky. 


Sunday-all is quiet in camp today-we had a sermon preached 
today at 10 oclock and another at 3—all is quiet in camp this evening. 


October 14th-1861. Camp Dixon-Ky. 


All is quiet in camp today-there has nothing transpired today 
of any importance-all is quiet this evening. 


October 15th-1861,. Camp Dixon-Ky. 
All is quiet in camp there was a company of Cavalry passed thru 


this town today--there were on their road to join their Regiment at the 
Fair Grounds—All is quiet in the camp today. 


October 1l6th-1861, Camp Dixon-Ky,. 


All has been ouiet in camp today until this evening when Co 
K B & F was ordered to have 50 men apiece ready to go out on a scout by 
8 oclock-et which the men started on their march-we marched about ten miles 
that night—-and halted at the Ten Mile spring-—-here we remained until day- 
light, when we again resumed our march, We marched about three miles and 
halted for breakfast and rested about an hour--then we resumed our march 
again, and marched until about two in the afternoon-when we halted for dinner 
and to rest and here finding that we was to later accomplish our mission-—— 
the enemy having left the day before we arrived—here we took up our quarters 
for the night and sent out a scouting party of Cavalry—they went to a 
little town by the name of Nebo at which place they captured one "Secess" 
officer. The arrest was made by Captain Smith of Co K-we accompanied the 
scouting party. The next morning we started for camp about 9 oclock we 
pursued our course until we came to the place where we halted for breakfast 
the morning before—here we halted for dinner and to take a short rest— 
after about one hour we proceeded on the march--we arrived at our camp 
about 8 oclock in the evening the 18th. The beauty of this scout was that 
it rained all the time we was gone from the camp. 


October 19th-1861, Camp Jixon-Ky. 


All is quiet in camp today—the boys are resting from their 
march they have just taken, 


October 20th-1861. Camp Dixon-Ky. 


All is quiet today in camp—I am on the sick list today-there 
has nothing of importance took place today. 


November 8th-1861. 
In Hospital at Henderson Ky. 


I have been in the hospital at Henderson ever since the 20 of 
October--I have had the measles-I taken them on the 20th of October but 
am now able to be up about the room. The 3lst Regiment left Henderson on 
the 2nd of November for Calhoun Ky; the regiment was three days on the 
march to Calhoun—The sick was left at Henderson in the care of Dr. Hendrix-- 
the sick remained at this place until the 6th of November-—-finding it dan- 
gerour to remain longer in this locality from a contemplated move cf the 
Rebels as they had come within six miles—three hundred strong—and was 
there awaiting the return of the spies so as to know if all things was ready 
that would be in their favor in Helping to capture the sick soldiers——but 
it proved to be the reverse. The Union "Sitosens" (citizens) detecting the 
spy-——~attempted his arrest-but he was on a faster horse than the Union men 
had, hé made good his escape and informed them, that the Union men was 
ready to give them a warm reception, and they fearing that they would be 
welcomed with bloody hands-retreated-and did not make their appearance in 
the tom. There was 135 soldiers in the Hospital of which there was one third 
of them that was confined to their beds-the balance of them was able to be 
up about the Hcspital-but none fit for duty in the camp, and as there was 


some true Union men in Henderson they came and guarded the Hospital until 
re-infdeements could be brought from Evansville-——there was four (4) companies 


from the 43rd Ind sent down—they arrived about 1] «clock at night of the 4th 
of November-and the sick soldiers was removed on the sixth. ‘The sick was 
put aboard inthe afternoon and the rest started for bvansville and arrived 
there about 10 oclock at might-—~-and the sick was taken to a large wharf boat 
then being occupied for a hospital. 


Bvansville-Ind. November 9th 1861. 


I am in the hospital yet at this place there nas been nothing of 
interest since last night, only the ladies of Evansville are very kind to 
the sick soldiers—There has been nothing of interest today. 


November 10th 1861. Evansville Ind. 


I am still in the hospital. 

This is my birthday-and my roommates talk about grubbing me a 
little so that I can tell next year when it comes around again—-I guess 
there is not much danger as I am the only one in that room that is able to 
be about-I have spent this day in writing letters to my friends at homethere 
has nothing transpired today of any interest more than there was prayer moet- 
ing in the hospital, this evening. 


November 13th 1861. On the Steamer. 


I left the Hospital for the Regiment today-in company with 25 or 30 
others fromthe same hospital. We left Evansville about 10 oclock this morn- 
ing, and landed at Calhoun about 9 this evening there was several of the boys 
at the river awaiting our arrival. We got into camp about 1] oclock-there has 
been nothing of interest today 


November lith-1861. Camp at Calhoun Ky. 


I find all quiet at camp—the boys are all fat and hearty and in 
good spirits-The boys are drilling today in Regimental drill. There is 
nothing of interest today. 


January 7th 1862. Camp at Calhoun Ky. 


The 3lst is still camped at Calhoun. There has been nothing of 
importance for the last month. The boys have been drilling; the 31st was out 
on a scout the 6th end 7th--they have just returned—they started in the 
evening of the 6th--and went to a little town by the name of Scrimento about 
1l oclock at night we remained here till the next day—we are quartered in a 
Masonic Hall for the night—we started for the camp on the 7th about three 
oclock in the afternoon arrived at the camp about 8 oclock at night--there was 
nothing took place wile we was gone on this scout-all is quiet in camp. 


January llth 1862. Camp at “alhoun Ky. 
All is quiet in camp today there has nothing of interest taken place 


for the last few daye—-my father and brother-in-law Denehie arrived here this 
morning--all is quiet in camp. 


January 14th 1862. Camp at Calhoun Ky. 


All is quiet in camp today-——I am excused from duty today-——and 
heve got a pass to visit the other regiments that is camped at this place— 
there has nothing of interest taken place for the last few days——Al] is 
quiet, 


January 15th-1862, Om the River. 


The army is moving from Calhoun—it is on its way up the river 
its destination is supposed to South Carlton—The 13th Brigade started this 
morning and the lith will follow tomorrow-~all is quiet aboard of the trans- 
portse—-my father and brother-in-law started for home this morning 


January 16th 1862. South Carlton Ky. 


We arrived here last night about 9 oclock-last night—and found all 
things quiet—-we took up our quarters in a large tobacco barn where we are 
present—it has been raining here of the last two days and the ground is very 
muddy. All is quiet today. 


January 17th 1862. South Carlton Ky. 


All is quiet today—it is still raining and the roads are very 
muddy--we are still in the tobacco barn--all is quiet, 


January 18th 1862. Camp at South Carlton. Ky. 


We have left the Tobacco house and moved out to the camp—-the 
boys are busy today pitching their tents—-it is still raining and the ground 
is covered with water--all is quiet today-this is Sunday 


January 25th 1862, Camp at South Carlton. Ky. 


There has nothing transpired of any great interest—we are forti- 
fying thie place here—we are cutting timbers and throwing up breastworks— 
Co K was on picket guard yesterday and last night. We have just retured-- 
all is quiet in camp today. 


January 30th; 1862. Camp at South Carlton Ky. 


We are again under marching orders——-we will leave this place tomor- 
row morning--we are cooking our rashoins for the march—all is quiet in camp 
today. 


February 2nd- 1862. Rumsey Ky. 


The whole division left South Carlton yesterday morning-The teams 
going by land and the camp equipment and commissary stores going by water. 
There was 2 companies detailed from each regiment to guard the wagon train— 
and out of out of our Regiment Co K and D was detailed for that purpose. The 
train started about 7 in the morning and reached Sacrimento about sundown—we 
went about a mile west of Sacrimento and camped for the night, here we halted 
and got supper and as it had begun to rain-I informed Captain Walles that there 


was a church on ahead about a half a mile--the Captain—taking the hint 
asked permission to advance a half mile in front-which he received. The 
result was that Co K and D had the church go quarter in that night while 
the balance of the guards had to take the woods for a shelter as our tents 
had been sent by boats. we started from chis the morning at daylight and 
arrived at Rumsey about 10 oclock and as we could not get across the river 
before the next day we had to take up our quarters in a Masonic Hall. 


February 3rd-1862, Camp at Calhoun Ky, 


We crossed the rivertoday and pitched our tents—-we are camped 
within about three hundred yarde of where we was camped before—All is 
quiet in camp today. 


February 6th 1862. Camp at Calhoun Ky. 


I am on guard today and the men are drilling-except the details 
that is cleaning up the camp. all is quiet in camp. 


Pebruary 6th 1862. Camp at Calhoun Ky. 


The men are busy today cooking up their rashions as we are under 
orders to march tomorrow morning with three days rashions in our havisack-— 
all is excitement as to what place we are going to other ways all is quiet. 


February 9th-1862. Onthe transpori—- Green River 


The 13th Brigade has again embarked for some unknown parts they 
boarded the transports today and we are this evening glidding down the 
Piver--we first boarded the Maty Cook and the Barges she had in tow and 
started dow the river—but we had not gone more than two miles till we met 
the B E (I) Adams coming up after our men so the Maty Cook about faced and 
returned to the wharf so as to change he loading to the B I ‘Aiams—this being 
done we again started down the river—-the boat run about ten miles and the 
night being too dark for the Pilot we again halted for the night—but while 
we was lying here the Colonel gave orders to remove the wagons from the Barges 
and stow thea in the Hull of the B I Adams—-which took about 4 hours hard 
work but it was accomplished by daylight. 


February 10th-1862, On the B I Adama—Green River. 


The B I Adams is again on her way down the river-she landed at 
Spotsville to await orders—here we found three other large boats for the 
purpose of carrying the other three regiments tbat belonged to our Brigade—- 
we was detained here while they was reshiping from the barge and the small 
transports to larger ones-which took till about three in the afternoon at 
which time we again started down the river. The transports landed at Evans- 
ville for orders—we was at this place about one hour—-then we again pursue 
our course down the Ohio—-we again landed at Henderson KY. for about half an 
hour and then proceeded on our way--it being about 10 oclock PM. 


February llth 1862, The Ohio on the B I Adums. 


We are landed at Paducah—-we landed at this place about sunrise 
this morning. The boats are taking on coal we have orders to proceed up the 


Tennessee River—-we left Paducah this morning about 9 oclock for Fort Henry 
on the Tennessee River-we arrived at this place about & oclock this evening— 
here we received orders to return again to Paducah-and there to await orders. 


February 12th 1862. Paducah on the Transport. 


We arrived again at Faducah this morning about daylight and remained 
there til abcut four oclock in the afternoon awaiting for the gun beats to 
arrive from Cairo to escort us up the Cumberland River. The gunboats arrived 
about three oclock and the fleet started about four oclock with the gunbeats 
in the advance and the steamers are starting out in single file-—The dertina- 
tion of this is Cumberland River—we have landed at Sithland for orders-—-it 
is about ten oclock at night. 


February 13th 1862. Om the Cumberland River. 


The fleet is thie morning moving up the Cumberland River. It left 
Smithland about midmight and is moving slowly up the river today. The number 
of boats in this fleet is about 16 steamers and 5 gunboats—the boats that is 
carrying our Brigade is as follows-The Baltic, 27th Kentucky Regiment—PFair- 
child, 44th Indiana—-T E Tutt 17th entucky-—-B I Adams, 31st Indiana - 

10 oclock p.m. we are gragually moving up the river. 


February 14th-1862—-On Cusaberland River, 


This morning finds our fleets landed about 4 miles below Fort 
Donaldson—where we are busy unloading the boats. The troops have gone on 
shore and are preparing to march to the Scene of conflict—There is about fif- 
teen (15) thousand soldiers here in this division of the army. We started 
this morning at 8 oclock for the scene of action—The 13th Brigade in advance— 
we started off on common time—-leading a southeast direction, until we struck 
the road leading from Fort Henry to Fort Donaldson (spelled) (Donelson) until 
we caas within sight of the enemy, here we took and east course marching 
threw the woods——We can now hear the cannons roar from the gunboats—and the 
shrill whistle of the mucket balls from the sharp shooters and occassionally 
we could hear the cannon balls going threw the woods. But as we had been 
ordered to occupy the right we moved on and did not stop until about 4 oclock—- 
we stopped to take a few minutes rest—and while we were resting the enemy 
threw a few shells at us—but as we were out of range of thea they did not 
bother us very such—we rested here about 20 minutes and then we again started 
on moving round towards the right. we did not halt any more until after dark- 
we was then on the right of our line of battle. We marched up within sight of 
the enemy breastworks—and halted in a little ravine for the night as there was 
three inches of snow on the ground and still enowing-it made it very disagree- 
able to lay out without tents--but there was no sleep for the wearied soldier 
that night for there was a constant fire kept up by the pickets some where 
along the line-and therefore there was not much sleep for the soldier—our 
men sat around their little fires trying to keep their feet from freesing and 
expecting every minute to be called into line of battle-for the sharp skirmish- 
ing with the pickets gave us to understand threw was some fighting to be done 
as soon as daylight made its appearance-And in this way the night has been 
spent. 


February 15th 1862. Fort Donelson Tenn. 


The morning of the 15th found us on the battlfield-the morning was 
spend in watching the rebels and their movements up to 8 oclock, about which 
time we was ordered to fall in and as soon as the line had been formed the 
order was given to march-we had not gone more than fifty yards till the comman d 
Double Quick was given--we went about one mile at this rate and was halted and 
formed the line of battle—Our regiment being on the right of the Brigade—and 
Go K being on the right of the regiment--we was ordered to cross a hollow to 
prevent the enemy from out flanking us--but they was too strong for us but we 
stood our ground until we had fired about five rounds—but finding that we 
could not hold our position any longer without danger of being surrounded and 
taken prisoners—we was ordered to retreat at which time I was wounded and was 
taken to the hospital. (Wounded about 10 oclock a m) 

I was yet able to walk and went on foot to the hospital the first 
hospital I went to. I seen about three hundred wounded soldiers after remain- 
ing here about half an hour it was thought we would be in danger of being taken 
prisoner if we remained in this hospital so as I and my Comrades was all able 
to travel we moved on to another hospital about three miles farther from the 
battlefield where there was no danger of being captured by the Rebels—-I 
remained in this hospital until the 17th—about noon then I was put into an 
ambulance and taken to the river and put on board of the B Pranklin—The boat 
remained at the wharf till the next morning then it started for Mound City 
with about 250 wounded soldiers on board—-she landed at Mound City on the 19th 
and was taken to Mound City Hospital-here I remained for five days—-There was 
about 500 wounded soldiers in the hospital 


February 25th 1862 


I was again today taken aboard of the B I Patton to be removed to 
Cincinnatti—I was put aboard about noon-the boat started for Cairo for some 
provisions about sundown—arrived at Cairo about 8 oclock in the evening and 
started back about midnight-and landed again at Mound City-and remained here 
till morning when she started for Cincinnatti--she run up the to Paducah and 
landed about 2 hours and then she started on her way up the river. She again 
landed at Smithland-we was here about three hours taking on coal-ther. she 
again started about 10 oclock at night. 


February 27th 1862 


This morning finds us at Shawnee tow (ShoneyTown) laying at the 
wharf we was here about one hour and thenwe again started up the river we 
passed Evansville today about 4 oclock without stoping-the boat is still on 
her way up the river--9 oclock p.m, 


February 2&th-1862 
This morning finds us some distance above Evansville—Gradually pur- 
suing our course up the river towards Cincinnati-we have run steady all day till 
this evening we are landed at Louisville—the boat is again under way—9 oclock pam. 
March lst--1862, 
Found us at Jeffersonville landing taking on coal after being at this 


place about 2 hours we pursued our course up the river-we ran all day until about 
9 oclock when the boat had to land on account of fog. 


March 2nd-1862 


We started this morning about daylight on our journey up the river 
and we are now gradually moving up towards Cincinnati—-we landed today at 
Cincinnati about noon and was taken to the Hospital about 2 oclock this after- 
noon. I have tolerable nice room and a comfortable bed and there seems to be 
very good nurses here and the people seem to be very kind to the wounded 
soldiers--The hospital that I am in is The Mariene (Marine) Hospital—-And so 
this ende my trip to Cincinnati where I still remain. 
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Battle of Shiloh Details . 


By DOROTHY J. CLARK 


A few months ago Mrs. Howard Bolinger, 2814 Crawford Street, presented 


a small leather-bound diary to the Historical Museum. It was written by David- 
W. and Joseph P. Stratton, from Auz. 6, 1861 to Jan. 6, 1863, and gives a rivate’s 


ellion. 


1e ar 0i the he 


The first entry in the diary tells that they “went to Indianapolis . . . into 
Camp Sullivan and spent the night in great hilarity.” The next day they “moved 
to Camp Morton. The boys are very awkward cooking, but get along very well.” 

On August 12 they returned to Sullivan and “commenced the work of 
recruiling our company in order lo get ready to go to Camp Vigo at Terre 
Haule.” The sile of Camp Vigo is marked on the highway north of Maple Avenue 
near the intersection of Florida Avenue. Many recruits received their basic train- 


ing here in Civil War 
times. 

On August 20 the com- 
pany met and prepared to go 
to Terre Haute by train but 
they received a 
dispatch from fae" 
the State Adju( ' iy! 
fant General ee a 
“not to come aA e 


until quarters 
were fixed.” 
On the next ii 
day they teft | 
Sullivan for ji} 
Camp Vigo “hy 
private convey- P 
ance.” and ar- BEW 
rived at camp 
on Aug 2 
“after a pleasant day's ride 
. Weather very warm.” 
On September 15 the dist 
Regiment was sworn into serv- 
ice for three years by Lieut. 
Col. Wood. Organized al ‘Terre 


Dorothy Clark 


eee a e 


Hantb, Charlés Cruft was the 
colonel. 

Soon after the Regiment left 
Camp Vigo for Evansville 
where they “got aboard a 
steamboat for Henderson. Ky., 
where they landed and pitched 
tents in an old lot in the East 
part of the city.” 

On October 16, Company D, 
Company K, of the 3tst and 
25 men from the 25th Ky, were 
ordered on a scouting expedi- 
tion in Webster Co. They 
marched J1 miles that night, 
slept an hour and marched all 
the next day. The next night 
they slepl in an old tobacco 
house andl returned to camp 
the next night “very tired and 
hungry”. 

The Stratton brothers were 
very careful to nole the miles 
they marched. and this first 
entry was a small sample of_ 


the total mileage in the diary. 
They remained in camp at 
Calhoun, Ky. on the Green 
River until a few days prior 
to the siege of Fort Donelson. 
Moving from Calhoun on the 
Jlith of February, 1862, the 
3ist reached the battlefield 
of Fort Donelson in time to 
participate in the engagement 
of the 14th and 15th and was 
present at the surrender on the 
16th. 

In this engagement 12 of 
its members were killed, 52 
wounded and four missing. It 
then marched across the coun- 
try to Fort Henry. On March 
10, 1862, it joined General 


Grant's expedition up the Ten- | 


nessee River to Pittsburgh 
Landing, arriving there on the 
15th, and was assigned to the 
Third Brigade of Gencral S. 
A. Jlurlbut’s Division. On the 
5th of April Gen’l. Lauman 


_took. command ---—---- 


The Battle of Shiloh, or 
Pittsburgh Landing, fought on 
Sunday’ and Monday, April 6 
and 7, 1862, was the first great 
battle of the War of the Re- 
bellion, and the importance of 
this victory for the Union 
cause was at once recognized 
and appreciated in the North. 


The events of Fort Henry and! 


Fort Donelson brought General 
Grant before the country with 
much prominence, and the 
Battle of Shiloh was consid- 
ered by many to mark the 
beginning o fthe end of the 
great War of the Rebellion. 
On the back of the monu- 
ment erected by the State of 
Intliana, in memory of her 
3tst Regiment Infantry Vol- 
unteers, on Shitoh National 
Military Park, at Pittsburgh 
Landing, ‘Tennessee, is the 
following inscription: 


“This regiment took this po- . 


sition Sunday, April 6, 1862. 
at 8:30 a.m., and held it 
against repeated charges of 
the enemy until 2:30 p.m. Dur- 
ing this time the woods in 
front caught fire, and many 
dead and wounded were 
burned. The regiment was 
then transferred to the left 
and was engaged east of the 
Hamburg Road until 4 p.m. 
when it slowly retired to the 
support of the siege guns. On 
Monday, April 7th, it was en- 
gaged during the day on the 
right center of the Army. 
Casualties—killed, two officers 
and 19 men; wounded, four 
officers and 110 men; missing, 
two men; total, 138.” 

In the front of the diary is 
the roster of Company D which 
includes the names of 106 
men, some from Terre Haute 
and some from Sullivan. ln 
some cases the date of death 


or other pertinent information 
was written after the names. 

After the Battle of Shiloh, 
Company D of the 31st moved 
on to the Siege of Corinth, 
Mississippi. marching in “mud 
knee deep.” On June 23rd, 
1862 they marched to Tuscuin- 
bia, Alabama where they 
“found the Sullivan boys in 
{he 13th Indiana all well and 
in fine spirits.” 

All that summer and fall 
they marched al over the 
south and sometimes rode on 


the Alabama & ‘Tennessee 
Railroad to places like Nash- 
ville, Renalds Station, Galatin, 
Murfreesboro, McMinnville, 
Bowling Green, Glasgow, Mun- 
fordsville, and Hardinsvilte. 

At the latter place the entry 
read: “got up at midnight. and 
cooked flapjacks 'til daylight 
. . . Sept. 24th, left Jlardins- 
ville at sunrise...” 


On October 22nd. 1862. the 


Brigade marched to the Goose 


Creek Salt Works near Man- 
chester, Clay County, Ken- 
tucky. The next day they 
destroyed the Salt Works to- 
gether with 30,000 bushels of 
salt by order of Gen. Buell. 
Two days Jater they were 
camped on the eastern bank 
of the Rock Castle River when 
it mowed all night and the 
inen nearly froze to death. 
“Snow six inches deep. Sev- 
cral of the boys are bare 
fooled and have no blankets 
_.. " That night they found 
straw and hay to sleep in. 
The last few days of 1862 
| and the first days of 1863 were 


spent in the batlle at Mur- 


freesboro, and the diary ends 
suddenly with the last entry: 
“Jan, 6th, 1863, moved camp 
3 miles from town on the Mc- 
Minnville Pike.” 

A typed copy of the Civil 
War diary will be on file at 
the Historical Museum in case 
someone would like to read it 
or check to see if their ances- 
tor’s name was included in 
the Roster. 

_ This writer would very much 
like to hear from anyone who 
has a Civil War diary in their 
possession. They are invalu- 
able sources of history and 
| Should be copied and micro- 
| filmed for fulure generations 
| to study. 
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All Civil War diaries ie many similarities, but they are as different in their 
content as the men who wrote them. One diary of local interest was kept by a pri- 
vate in Company D, Thirty-First Indiana Infantry, from the time of enlistment, 
Aug. 6, 1861 to an unexplained stopping point Jan. 6, 1863. . 

i On Aug. 6 the group went to Indian apolis to spend the night “in great hilar- 
ity” at Camp Sullivan. The next day they moved to Camp Morton. “The boys are 
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very awkward cooking ... get along very well.” 


Aug. 12 — “Returned to Sullivan and commenced the work of recruiting our 
company in order to get ready to go to Camp Vigo at Terre Haute, Ind.” And on 
Aug. 20 — “Company met . . . prepared to go to Terre Haute by railroad but re- 
ceived a dispatch from the Adjutant General of State ot to come until the quar- 


ters were fixed.” 

The next day the men “left 
Sullivan by private convey- 
ance for Camp Vigo, arrived 
at u after a pleasant day’s 
ride... 


On Sept. 15, 
they were 3} 
sworn into the è 
U.S. Service ¥. 
by Lieut. Col. 
Wood after the | 
company was —& 
raised to the 
required num- 
ber. Sept. 28 
— “Left Camp Vigo for Evans- 
ville at midnight” arriving 
there at 8 o’clock the next day. 

After the first of October, 
the men received marching 
orders and got aboard a 
steamboat for Henderson, 
Ky., where they pitched tents 
in an old lot in the east part 
of the city. 
` On Oc. 16, 1861, Company 
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D and Company K of the 3ist 
Indiana and 25 men from the 
25th Ky. were ordered on a 
scouting expedition into 
Webster County. They march- 
ed eleven miles, stayed over- 
night in a tobacco house, and 
marched back. This type of 
maneuvering kept the recruits 
busy until Feb. 14, 1862, when 
they landed near Fort Donal- 
son and took their position 
about half a mile from the 
enemy’s works. The weather 
was very cold and snow 
falling fast and the men were 
mot allowed to sleep. About 
daylight on Feb. 15, “the 
enemy made a bold dash and 
turned our extreme right at 
the same time vigoroulsy at- 
tacking our whole right wing. 
They were checked along the 
whole line excepting the ex- 
treme right. Here the conflict 
was dreadful, but our men 
were gradually being driven 
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back. but gallantly contesting 
every inoh of ground. Their 
ammunition was nearly ex- 


pended .. . we were ordered 
to the right for reinforce- 
ments, advanced on double 
quick with the 25th Ky. in ad- 
vance but owing to some mis- 

understanding they were run 
almost into the enemy’s 
ranks. They fired a dreadful 
volley and the men fell back | 
in great confusion. We tried to 
form but owing to the nature 
of the ground could not before ! 
the eneiny were ainong us. | 
Co. K, Co. D and Co. B form- | 
ed and held the enemy in| 
check until the rest of the 
regiment fell back and form- 
ed on a hill about 100 yards in 
the rear, when we fell back 
and took our position in the 
line, but we were again com- 
pelled to fall back and take 
our position where we lay un- 
‘il 4 o'clock when we were 
reinforced by Gen. Wallace's 
division when we again ad- 
vanced and drove the enemy 
nto his works in great haste. 
We then fell back and rested 

for the night.” __ 


_ ders, by August, 


Feb. 16 — “The enemy sur- 
rencered at day light this 
morning. We were among the 
first in town. The victory is 
complete.: We captured 1,320 
prisoners and 100 pieces of ar- 
tillery and ‘several thousand 
stand of arms and immense 
commissary stores.” 

After this battle, the men 
marched to Fort Henry on the 
Tennessee river, then on to 
Pittsburgh Landing. eight 
miles above Savannah. On 
April 4, "the pickets were at- 
tacked and sharp fighting en- 
sued . . . the enemy were 
repulsed with considerable 
loss.” Two days later the 
diarist reported “desperate 
fighting all day. We were dri- 
ven to within a half mile of 
the Landing. Gen. Buell arriv- 
ed with reinforcements... 
the enemy is checked... 
great loss on both sides.” 

The fighting resumed on 
April 7 and the Union soldiers 
drove the enemy slowly back. 
. . Company D suffered one 
man killed, 8 wounded, and 
one of them died later. 

On April 23 the men were 
transferred into Gen. Nelson's 
Division, 22nd Brigade. Army 
of the Ohio, and received or- 
ders at dress parade to move 
out the following morning. By 
the middle of May, they were 
making camp and erecting 
breastworks near Corinth, 
Miss., .where they were 
engaged in heavy skirmish. 

Following orders they mar- | 
ched, camped,*back and forth 
across the south until June 25 
they found “the Sullivan boys 
in the 13th Indiana al well 
and in fine spirits” at 
Tuscumbia. After a summer 
of. marching, riding railroad 
cars and waiting for new or- 
1862, they 
were back in the Nashville 


* area. “Captain Walls received 


his resignation and went 


home.” : 


Other than a few minor skir- 
mishes, the men did not see 
any real action until Oct. 8, 
1862 when there was heavy 
skirmishing and cannonading 
ou the Springfield road near 
Perryville. The men slept on 
their arms all night. The rest 
of the month was spent “driv- 
ing the enemy’s pickets 


before us as the Rebels 
retreated.” 
On Oct. 17° they were 


ascending Wildcat Mountain, 
still pursuing the Rebels. 
They captured 200 beef cattle 
and 100 prisoners, before 
marching on to the Cum- 
berland Gap. By Oct. 25 the 
snow was six inches deep, 
several of the boys were 
barefooted and without 
blankets and nearly froze to 
death. 

By Nov. 1 they pitched their 
tents for the first time in 
weeks, got théir knapsacks 
and changed their clothes for 
the first time since they left 
Bolwing Green, Ky. While in 
camp at Silver Springs. 
Samuel „Harley died of lung 
fever on Nov. 17. There was a 
heavy skirmish with the. 
enemy's cavalry on Dec. 26. 
but “the 3ist and Ist carried 
Stone river by a oharge... .. 
no one hurt in the 31st.” 

Frem Dec. 29 on to New 
Year's Eve the men were 
heavily attacked at the Battle 
of Murfreesboro but after a 
hard fight the enemy 
evacuated the town and fell 
back toward Chattanooga. 

January 4 — “Lay in woods 
near our works all day.:A 
great many dead in the field 
not buried yet. Our troops oc- 
cupied the town.” 

January 5 — “Moved camp 
back of the battle field a mile 
awaiting our train from 
Nashville.” And the final entry 
in the diary: Jan. 6 — “Mov- 
_ed camp three miles from 


town on the McMinnville Pike | 


| 
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JAMES HARVEY WASHBURN'S CIVIL WAR DIARY 
by Dorothy J. Clark 


to 
A sall wallet-type notebook was brought in/the Historical Museum by 


Mr. Dusenberry,of this city. Thanks to him, the Civil War diary cf Janes 
Harvey Washburn had been preserved. The following account is just as it 
was written: 
“Commencing raising company for 3lst Regiment Ind.Vols. at Sullivan, 
Ind. July 15, 1801. Went to @amp Sullivan, Indlps., jug.6th; moved to Camp 
Morton, aug.7th; legt Camp Merton for Sullivan to fill Company, dug.l2th. 
“Started for Camp Vigo, Sept.2lst; arrived in anp Vigo, Sept.22nd; and 
mustered into U.5.dervice for 3 years or during the War. Left Camp Vigo, 
Sept. 28th; arrived at Evansville, Sept.29h; lest Evansville for Henderson, 
Ky., Oct.3rd. Went out on scout 21 niles fraa Henderson on the Madiscnville 
road in the rain, Cct.léth; rained frau the time starved until returned, Oct.19th. 
“Left Henderson for Calhoun, Nov.2nd; arrived at Calhoun cr 2nd Lock on 
Green River Nev.4, 1861. Went on scout fran Calhcun to Harfford a distance 
of 25 miles, Went cn the Steamer Stcrm to Seralvo; returned by land Nov.1lth. 
"Nov.lith Col.dackson's Yavalry 100 strong had a fight at Sacrimento 
8 miles from Calhoun. 


"Qn Dec.25, 1861, Fedral loss 10 killed, wounded and missing, 21. Killed 


Capt.Baden, 2 Lieut. and 7 Privates. Confederate less 31 killed, 1 Lt.Ccl., 
2 Lieut. and 28 Privates. Left camp at Calhoun Jan.15,1862 and arrived at 
South Carrollton Jan.i5tn. Canped in Tobacc Ware House until Jan.19th and 
then pitched tents on the south side of South Carrollton and named the camp 
Camp Jackson. Cn arrival at Scuth Carrollton, confiscated 20,000 feet lumber 


and cne Brick 4iln containing 60,000 bricks, 4 barrel whiskey, onn straw stack. 
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"Returned to Calhoun, Feb.1,1862; left Calhoun, Feb.9th by river and 
arrived at Evansville on the lOth; at Paducah the llth and Fort McHenry by 
river which (?) miles above Paducah on the Tennessee river. The Fort was 
taken on Feb.(?7); went back te Paducah the 12th and started for Fert Donelson 
cn the same day; arrived there on the 14th and foucht the battle of Dover 
Heights on the 15th. The Thirty-First lost 1] killed, 6 missing, 70 wounded; 
Co.D, 3lst Regt. Ind.Vols. lest in killed, wounded and missing 20. Killed 
(were) Elias Bell, John Marker; missing E.Verheese, Joel James; wounded Capt. 
walls, lst Lt.F.Neff, 2nd Lt. C.Reed; wounded privates Mc.D.Osburn, R.Parsons, 
G.Westmoreland and B.L.Melone. 

"Left Fort Donelson fer Fort. Henry on Feb.17th & miles by land; arrived 
the same evening; started up Tenn.River March 9th in company with a fleet of 
75 Steam Boats and 4 Gun Boats. 31 cn Fanny Bullitt arrived at destination 
149 miles from Fort Henry on the lcth of March and camped 1 miles fron the 
iver and 15 wiles from the Mississippi line. 

“The eneay attacted us April cin on Sunday with 90,000 men under Boregard 
Jchngen and Breckenridje - battle lasted 2 days. The first day they drove us; 
the 2nd we received reinforcements under Gen.Buel; the sneay drove with 3,000 
killed; our killed 1,000; our General Grant. 31 lossed, 21 killed and 126 wounded. 
Mag arn was killed April 14; still at Pit(tsburg) Landing; our reg(iment) 
changed trom Hulbert's Division to Nelson's under Euel. April 2t the whole 
regiment sent out on patrel. May 2 regiment started for Corinth; left behind 
in caup sick - John N. Clark, J. Little, John Miller, S.Dcdd, H.Chace, E.Pitser, 
J.Williams, W.Cowiden, L.Bernet, J.Knotts, Turner C.Hutchinson and D.Cummings. 

‘May 2rd - heavy firing heard to tne right ef Corrinth. David Cummings 
diea may 2lst. May 1léth J.ll Dudley anc Capi.wWalls started for Corrinth. 


May 20th had a scirmish with the rebels on the rizht in MeCook's Division. 
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"May 7th, started with the whole of Nelson's Division for Bonville, Miss. 
May 8th, left for Inca, Miss.;marched over a hilly poor country, arrived at 
inca, a very pretty town on the Memphis and Charlestcwn Railroad of 500 inhabitants. 

"May 21, moved camp up to Bastport on the Tenn. River; Hay 23rd, received 
orders to join Brigade cn the road to tuscazolia, Al(abama). Cressed Bar river 
and for the time got into Allabaina; 25th, marched up Tusccmoia Valley and 
camped near Tuscasbia and saw several Boys cf the 17ih regimant. Buscambia a 
very nice town of 1500 inhabitants. May 26th, moved at 5 o'clock a.m. to the 
Florence landing distance 4 wiles. 

‘May 27th, crossed on Steam Boat Veamarius City; our camp detailed to 
assist in crossing; stacked our arms in the place where General Jackson had 
his head (7) under a projecting rock when he crossed for New Orleans with 
his amy. Passed through Florence, pop.i500. May 28th, marched 7 miles and 
camped on the Cold Water river. May 29th, 15 miles on a little crick. May 30th, 
parched 15 miles and carped within 5 miles of Athens; passed through Athens and 
camped 2 miles frau the town on the Huntsville road. Athens an old looking town 
of 500 inhabitants. All Secesh left.@€amp near Athens; left July 9th for Elk 
river by way of a little town called Elkton, distance 28 miles on the road 
2 days. Camwped 5 miles down the river near where a bridge had been burned; 


found a Michigan regt, building bridge; stayd there until July 14th; got 


marching orders to fRunnel's Station where we found the 2nd Ind.Cavalry. 

“July 28th, took the cars for Nashville; arrived the sane day and went into 
camp one mile fran town; went to theater the 29th and an officer cane about 10 
and ordered us to camp to set ready to take the cars for Galatin. Arrived at 
Galatin the next morning and went into camp; found Col.Boon and 27th Ky.Regt. 
there, very pretty town on the N, & L.itailroad. Left there åug.lst on the cars 
for Nashville. Staid there that night and went to Theater. Left the 2nd for 
Murfreesboro. Cur Col. Cruft pranoted to Brigadier Gen. and appointed Commander 


of this post. The 3lst changed from Manson's Brigade to his. 
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"This town of about 700 inhabitants, all Secesh, was taken by Forrest, 
the Secesh, one month ago, with Col.Crittenden, the 8th Minnesota regt., 
one battery and other parts of regt. in all 1300 men. The Gurrilas burned 
the depot and several other buildings containing army stores. 

"Camped near a big Spring..." and here the diary stops. The black ink 
has faded to a dark brown, a few entries were in pencil, and the last pages 
were written in red ink. 

More research will be necessary to learn what happened to Soldier Washburn 


after the summer of 1862. x 
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By DOROTHY J. CLARK 


A small, wallet-type notebook was brought into the Historical Museum by 
Mr. Dusenberry of this city. Thanks to him, the Civil War diary of James Har- 
vey Washburn had been preserved. The following account is just as it was writ- 


ten: 


“Commencing raising company for 31st Regiment Ind. Vols. at Sullivan, 
Ind., July 15, 1861. Went to Camp Sullivan, Indpls., Aug. 6th; moved to Camp 
Morton, Aug. 7th; left Camp Morton for Sullivan to fill Company, Aug. 12th. 

“Started for Camp Vigo, Sept. 21st; arrived in Camp Vigo, Sept. 22nd; and 
mustered into U.S. Service for three years or during the War. Left Camp Vigo, 
Sept. 28th; arrived at Evansville, Sept. 29th; left Evansville for Henderson, Ky., 


Oct. 3. 


Went out on scout 21 miles fram Henderson on the Madisonville road in 


the rain, Oct. 16th; rained from the time started until returned, Oct. 19th. 
“Left, Henderson for Calhoun, Nov. 2nd; arrived at Calhoun or 2nd Lock on 
Went on scout from Calhoun to Hartford, a distance 


Green River Nov. 4, 1861. 


of 25 miles. 


Went on the steamer Storm to Seralvo; returned by land Nov. 11th. 


“Nov. 14th Col. Jackson’s cavalry 100 strong had a fight at Sacrimento, eight 


miles from Calhoun. 


“On Dec. 28 1861, Fed- 
eral Joss, 10 kiled; wounded 
and missing, 21. Killed, Capt. 
Baden; two lieutenants and 
seven privates. 
C onfe derate | 
loss, 31 killed; | 
one lieutenant 
colonel], two jij!) 
lieutenants and jj!’ 
28 privates. je 
Left camp at If | 
Calhoun Jan. i | 
15, 1862, and [Moy 
arrived at South $ 
Carroliton Jan. $ 
15th. Camped 
in tobacco 
warehouse until 
Jan. 19th and. then pitched 
tents on the south side of 
South Carrollton, and named 
the camp Camp Jackson. On 
arrival at South Carrollton, 
confiscated 20,000 feet of lum- 
ber and one brick kiln con- 
taining 60,000 bricks, four 
barrels of whiskey, one straw 
stack. 


“Returned to Calhoun, Feb. 
1, 1862; left Calhoun Feb. 9 
by river and arrived at Evans- 
ville on the 10th; at Paducah 
the 11th and Fort McHenry by 
river which is (?) miles 
above Paducah on the Ten- 
nessee river. The Fort was 
taken on Feb. (?); went back 
to Paducah the 12th and start- 
ed for Fort Donelson on the 
same day; arrived there on 
the 14th and fought the battle 
of Dover Heights on the 15th, 
The Thirty-First lost 11 killed, 
6 missing, 70 wounded; Co.D, 
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3ist Régt. Ind. Vols. lost in 
killed, wounded and missing 
20. Killed (were) Elias Bell, 
John Marker; missing E. Vor- 
heese, Joel James; wounded 
Capt. Walls, 1st Lt. F. Neff, 
2nd Lt. C. Reed; wounded pri- 
vates Mc. D. Osburn, R. Par- 
sons, G. Westmoreland and 


' B: L. Melone. 


“Left Fort Donelson for Fort 
Henry on Feb. 17th, eight 


miles by land; arrived the 
same evening; started up 
Tenn. River March 9th in 
company with a fleet of 75 
Steam Boats and four Gun 
Boats. Thirty-one on Fanny Bul- 
litt arrived at destination 140 
miles from Fort Henry on the 
16th of March and camped 
one mile from the river and 
15 miles from the Mississippi 
line. 
_ “The enemy attacked us 
April 6th on Sunday with 50,- 
000 men under Boregard 
Johnson and Breckenridge — 
battle lasted two days. The 
first day they drove us; the 
second we received reinforce- 
ments under Gen. Buel; the 
enemy drove with 3,000 killed: 
our killed 1,000; our General 
Grant. Thirty-one lost, 21 
killed and 126 wounded. Mag 
Arn was killed April 18; still 
al Pit(tsburg) Landing; our 
reg(iment) changed from Hul- 
bert’s Division to Nelson’s un- 
der Buel. April 26 the whole 
regiment sent out on patrol. 
| May 2 regiment started for 
Corinth; left behind in camp 
| sick—John N. Clark, J. Little, 


John Miller, S. Dodd, H. 
Chace, E. Pitser, J. Williams, 
W. Cowden, L. Bernet, J. 
Knotts, Turner C. Hutchinson 
and D. Cummings. 

“May 3rd — heavy firing 
heard to the right of Corinth. 
David Cummings died May 
21st. May 18th J. All Dudley 
and Capt. Walls started for 
Corinth. May 20th had a skir- 
mish with the rebels on the 
right in McCook’s Division. 

Over Hilly Country 

“May 7th, started with the 
whole of Nekson’s Division for 
Bonville, Miss. May 8th, left 
for Inca, Miss.; marched over 
a hilly poor country, arrived at 
Inca, a very pretty town an 
‘the Memphis ani Uharlestown 
Railroad of 500 inhabitants. 

“May 21, moved camp up to 
Eastport on the Tenn. River; 
May 23rd, received orders to 
join Brigade on the road to 
Tuscombia, Al(abama). 
Crossed Bar river and for the 


marched up Tuscombia Val- 
ley and camped near Tuscom- 
bia and saw several boys of 
the 17th regiment. Tuscombia 
a very nice town of 1,500 in- 
habitants. May 26th, moved 
-at 5 a.m. to the Florence 
landing distance four miles. 
“May 27th. crossed on 
| Steam Boat Desmarius City; 
' our camp detailed to assist 


time got into Alabama: 25th, : 


in crossing: stacked our arms 
in the place where General 
Jackson had his head (?) un- 
der a projecting rock when he 
crossed for New Orleans with 
his army. Passed through Flor- 
ence, pop. 1.500. May 28th, 
28th, marched seven miles 
and camped on the Cold Wa- 
ter river. May 29th, 15 miles 
on a little creek. May 30th, 
marched 15 miles and camped 
within five miles of Athens: 
passed through Athens and 
camped two miles from the 
town on the Huntsville road. 
Athens an old-looking town of 
500 inhabitants. AIl Secesh 
left. Camp near Athens; left 
July 9th for Elk river by wav 
of a little town called Elkton. 
distance 28 miles on the road 
two days. Camped five miles 
down the river near where a 
bridge had been burned: found 
a Michigan regt. building 
bridge; stayed there until 
July 14th; got marching or- 
ders to Runnel’s Station where 
we found the 2nd Ind. Cavalry. 

“July 28th, took the cars for 
Nashville; arrived the same 
day and went into camp one 
mile from town; went to the- 
ater the 29th and an officer 
came about 10 and ordered us 
to camp to get ready to take 
the cars for Galatin. Arrived 
at Galatin the nex{ morning 
and went into camp; found 


Col. Boon and 27th Ky. Regt. 
there, very pretty town on the 
N. & L. Railroad. Left there 
Aug. Ist on the cars for 
Nashville. Staved there that 
night and wen' to Theater. 
Left the secon’ ‘or Murfrees- 
boro. Our Col. ruft promoted 
to Brigadier Gen. and ap- 
pointed Commander of this 
post. The 31st changed from 
Manson’s Brigade to his. 


“This town of about 700 in- 
habitants, all Secesh, was 
taken by Forrest, the Secesh, 
one month ago, with Col. Crit- 
tenden. the 8th Minnesota 


regt., one battery and other 
parts of regt. in all 1300 men. 
The Guerrillas burned the de- 
pot and several other build- 
ings containing army stores. 
“Camped near a big spring 
...? and here the diary 
stops. The black ink has faded 
to a dark brown, a few entries 
were in pencil, and the last 
pages were written in red ink. 
More research will be nec- 
essary to learn what hap- 
pened to Soldier Washburn 
after the summer of 1862. 
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PREFastk. 


according to the usages of soldiers this book 
belongs to Franklin Z. interse Some time in the later 
part of June, while we were encamped at LaGrange, Tennessee, 
I stepped into a drug store that had been broken open by 
some soldiers and I pieked up this, with another about 
thessame size, among the old rubbish. The other I used 
for a journal and in it notec some very interesting events, 
which transpired between that time und the Britton Lane 
fight, at which time I lost the book. Since then I have 
seen several persons who have seen it but I can't get 
signt of it myself, so I must use this book and try to 
pencil a few items from memory. 


The record that I am now about to commence is 
the war of the rebellion of tne South against the North. 
In this I became very much interested in the spring of 
1861 but could not shape my tusiness so as to engage in 
the war until august. 


On this 12th duy of august, 1861, we organized 
a company at Robinson, Crawford County, Illinois, elect~ 
ing Thomis G. Markley, Captuin, Michiel Langton, First 
Lieutenant, George Le Goruon, Second Lieutenant. 


On the 20th day of sugust, 1861, we started 
for Camo Butler and were thers regularly sworn in the ; 
United States Service on the 27th day of august for a ve 
term of three yeas. I was tiere elected Corporal on 
the 2nd day of September at which time our regiment was 
organized and on the 30th we \cft Camp Butler for Cairo. 
Our Company was D., it being the fourth company and 
numbering eighty-six men rank on file, the regiment about 
eight hundred and fifty commended by Col. P. B. Foulk. 


CalrO. Eliss S. Dernnie, Lieutenant Colonel, 
Thomas MeClerkin, Major, Geors< a. Bacon, adjutant. We 
remained in Cairo for sometin« doing military duty, and 
occasionally going out on a scout, all of which I have 
Sent my brother a record, together with a record of all 
the deaths of Company D. 


2 On the 6th of November we, in company with the 
25nd, 27th, and 31st, Illinois and the 7th Iowa, in all 
two thousand eight hundred anc fifty men, embarked on 
steamers with Taylors Battery and a small detachment of 
cavalry with tvo gun boats, the Tyler and Lexington. 


The land force was under the command of General Grant, the 
transport under Captain Hampton and I think the gun boats 
were commanded by Commodore Foote. On the morning of the 
7th of November we landed three miles abovs Columbus on. 
the Missouri side of the Mississippi river and immediately 
took up our line of march down the river. ‘Je soon met 

the enemy's advance and fought the memorable battie of 
Belmont in which our loss was two hundred und twenty=- 
eight killed, wounded und missing. The loss of the enemy 
was estimated from four to six hundred. The Tennessee 
“hig, published at Jackson, says there were twelve regi- 
msnbs of the «enemy in this engugement. Out of the 30th 
regiment we hed ten killed and twenty-eight wounded. 

Major Thomas MeClerkin and Captain F., G. Markley were 
killed -nd six men wounded from Company D. ‘\e returned 

to Cairo carrying with us their battc ry and ten prisoners. 
Nothing of importance transpired for sometime. We erected 
mew barracks and on the 6th o? December the 30th regiment 
went to winter quarters. ` 


KENTUCKY MaRCH. ‘iinter had now come and the 
weather was so disagreeable ermd the mud so deep we had 
to dispense with the drilling for a time. ie were very 
comfortably situated in our new homes. Our friends 
visited us -nd sent boxes of provisions and various 
articles to add to our happiness. But this mode of 
living was not calculated to bubituate us to undergo 
the hardships of a soldiers i’fe or to put down the re~ 
bellion, so on the llth of January, we bid farwell to 
our barracks, embarked on koara steamers and-.went from 


_there to Fort Jefferson, sight miles below Cairo, where 


we landed and commenced what is known as the Kentucky 
march or Hey Scout. This scout in mid winter, over a 
rough, hilly country, was convucted by General John A. 
MeClermand, The hardships of this march and the severity 
of the weather sent many a poor soldier to his grave and 
wa were once more glad to return to out old homes in 

the barracks after an absence of twelve days. Our fricnds 
did everything they could to add to our comfort and re- 
store the health of the sick żin the hospitals, but we 
scarcely recruited and rested ourselves till we received 
marching orders and on the first of February we were 
ordered to load our tents and baggage on wagons for a 
winter campaign. i 


FORT HENRY. February 2nd we embarked on board 
steamers and again tosk leave of Cairo and to many of our 
boys it was a last farewell. ‘ie ascended the Ohio river 
to the mouth of the Tennessee river. e ascended that 
river some forty miles where we disembarked on the 3rd 
and here we found the gunboats anchored a short distance 
below Fort Henry, a well fortified place garrisoned by 
seven thousand men. This was thought a good opportunity 
to try our gunboats. After concentrating our force, 


thirteen thousand strong, which was to cooperate with the 


boats, on the 6th the boats m 


the rear the signal being giv 
It lasted an hour and ten min 
staff was cut down and a whit 


‘hile the gunboats were takin 


its defenders were running ay 
not having time to get in tae 
would hold out at least two 
given us time to cut off th 
had nothing to do but marck 
what was left. 


be je ET Gd 


During the bombardm 
the robel’s largest rifle gua 


gunners. There our forces ag 
pared for another fight. 
FORT DONELSON. On 


ing orders and after a moon-1 
we camped within four miles o 
on the Cumberland river. 


On the morning of ti 


the march and by 12 o'clock w 
drivsn into the Fort. That n 
of their breastworks, so clos 
at their fortifications. 
battle commenced and continue 
16th, when they surrendered t 
thousand men and twenty thous 


suffered very much in the eng 


worst from the beginning to t 
first displayed on the cours 


the first U.S. flag that waved 
The 30th lost thir 


garrison. 
wounded, and five prisoners, 


two prisoners and seventeen we 
commanded by Colonel Dick 


we were in the first brigads 

Oglesiy. ‘fe camped in the to 
there with the 31st Illinois 

when we were removed to Pitts 
Logan's Brigade and MeClernar 
I was sick in the hospital an 
fow days left for home and di 


ment until about the 19th of | 


JACKSON. Our regim 
ing on the 23rd of April and 
the 18th of May getting to wi 
Mississippi where the rebsls 
Tortes 


had a great deal of guard duty 


che time were in the advance. 


Ear 


gement. 


yed Up and we marched to 
n, the cannonading commenced. 
bss when the rebel flag 

flag run up in its stead. 
possession of the Fort 

on the opposites side, we 
e rear as we supposed they 

es and this would have 
retreat but as it was we 
and tuke possession of 


nt o? Fort Henry one of 
bursted killing all its 
in concentrated and pre- 


he lOth we received march- 
zhi march of eight miles 
the rebel Fort Donelson 


6 llth we were early on 
had the rebel pickets 


gat we slept in gunshot 


we could hear them at work 
y the next morning the 
until the morning of the 


o Fort with thirteen 


nd stand of arms. The 30th 
We were in the 

e end. Our flag was the 
ouse of Dover. Ours was 
Sver Donelson und its 

y men killed, seventy~one 
nd Company D., one killed, 
unded. In this engagement 


n of Dover and remained 
ntil the 21st of April 

arg landing and put in 

‘3 division. at this time 
was left behind and in a 
not return to the regi- 
aye 


at got to Pittsburg land- 
vere from that time until 


hin three miles of Corrinth, 


ed concentrated a very large 
We formed a part of the reserve of the army but 


o perform and a part of 
On the 30th of May they 


evacuated Corrinth and left us no foe to contend with. 


On the 5th of June we marched t. Purdy, on the 
6th to Bolivar on the Mobile und Ohio Railroad. On the 
7th took the cars and went tc Jackson, Tennessse, in 
company vith the 78th Ohio ucd remained there until the 
26th when the 78th Ohio and 20th Illinois were ordsred 
to Grand Junction and LaGrange and remained at the letter 
place until the 6th of august when we returned to Jack- 
son and on the 13th the 20th and 30th Illinois regiments 
were ordered to Estenauta on ths Hatchie river a distances 
of tiu:senty miles from Jackson. e arrived there on the 
15th and remained until ths 22nd when the 30th was order 
ed to Brownsville. On the 20th of august we went to 
Brownsville in wagons hoping that something would turn 
up with which to celebrate the anniversary of our leaving 
home, but nothing of importazcs happened, and in three 
days we returned to Estenautea. 


BRISTON LANE. Early in the morning of the 31st 
we received intelligence of 2 large body of cavalry that 
were trying to surround us, also got orders from Colonel 
Lantes to fall back on dacksen after burning such commissary 
*stores aS we could not take with us. we marched to Dern- 
mark in two hours, a distance of eight miles, and after 
a short rest we went into car:p four miles beyond. where 
we received information of a fight going on at Medon 
Station on the railroad ten miles from Denmark. Early 
on the morning of September 1, 1862, we started for Medon 
by way of Denmark, the 30th 2nd 20th Illinois infantry, 
One section of cannon and a Field cavalry, all told about 
five hundred msn, When within six miles of Medon we met 
General armstrong with eight thousand rebel cavalry who 
charged desperately on our ac vance taking our cannon De- 
fore our rear could be broughs up. We repulsed them 
and drove them from the rici isaving one hundred and 
eleven dead bodies on the field. So says the official . 
report, some say one hundred and eighty-six counted. I 
think shere were more than ore hundred eleven myself. 
Severa:. persons told me they counted more. There was 

about. three times as many wounded on our side, we lost 
in all five killed. The 30th lost in this engagement 

two killed, twenty-eight wounded and ninetyesix taken 
prisoners. Company D., lost in the Britton Lane fight 
one wounced, tvelve taken prisoners. That night we lay 
upon the battle field and wers reinforced by the 7th 
Missouri end 45th Illinois ir’antry. In the morning of 
the 2nd we marched to Medon. On the 3rd to Jackson where 
we reccivec a hearty welcome amid shouts and cheers and 
Speeches of thanks and approbation from-General Ross 


. and Logan in the most animated style. On the 29th of 


September we weré ordered to.a station called Burnt Ridge 
fifteen mlles north of Jackson on the Mobile and Ohio 
Railroad. Here Company D., and Company G., of the 30th 
relieved the bloody 2nd Corps of the 18th Illinois. We 

spent the. day in procuring pork and sweet potatoes and making 
ourselves comfortable, 


On the night of the lst of October there was an 
attempt to burn a tressel work that was guarded by two of 
our boys. They fired a gun at the incenderies which 
immediately dispersed them. On the 3rd Captain Langton, 

oe O. H. Bishop, and Dick Barker returned from home bringing 
us some presents from our friends. I went into the country 
and formed some acquuintanees with the females with whom 
I spent several interesting hours during my stay at Burnt 
Ridge. On the 12th Captain Langon, Sergeant Boring and 
myself went to old Johnnie Birdsongs for dinner and spent 
the day very pleasantly. October 16th I again went to 
see Miss Betty Louis and stayed until noon the next day. 
On the 21st Dote Montgomery and I went to a quilting- 
Tom Moore*s-and stayec until after dinner. All the women 
quilt for convenience. One “ompany of the 20th regiment 
came to relieve us but we could get no train to stop for 
us until the 23rd about 9 o'clock. ie arrived at Jackson 
all right except Francis King who was sick. 


October 24th Captain Langton’s resignation was 
accepted ind he started for home leaving Company D., with- 
out a Captain. The command now devolved on Lieutenant 
Sharp. hile we were at Burnt Ridge Lieutenant Colonel 
Bacon resigned and Captain erren Shed was promoted to 
Licutenant Colonel and Captain iis C.e Rhodes was promoted 
to Major. \e were now ordered to prepare winter quarters 
and on the 3lst we mustered for pay, there being four 
months due. J was appointed 4th Sergeant on the 4th day 
of March but did not receive hy commission until today. 

; J Francis King died today in the division hospital. Disease 

@ ; kills more then the sword. ‘Ya now have two commissioned 
officers and thirty-five enlisted men present as accounte: 
for. 


“a 
> November 1, 1862, ordered to march with ten 
pi R days rations and no tents as baggage. Early in the 
E is i moming of the 2nd we took tka cars for Bolivar, Tennessee, 
IBT r where we arrived at about 10 ọo"clock and camped about a 
mile north-west of town in the woods. On the list, in fine 
k spirits, we marched and camped within two miles of a littls 
village called Van Buron, I was quite unwell on account 
of the smoke from the burning fsnees. On the hth we march- 
ed to LaGrange and camped upon the commons near the college. 
The Tennessee cavalry was in our advance and destroyed near= 
ly everything on the road by fire. On the 5th we remain- 
ed at camp,~-the wind blowing hə sand in every direction, 
making it very disagreeable és we had no tents. At night 
we got our tent and all of Cosipany D., slept in one tent, 
twenty-two men rank and file, with the exception of myself and 
I was Sergeant of the guard aù Colonel Marsk's headquarters 
and stayed in a negro cabin. On the 6th the 30th was on picket 
guard but I stayed in camp. November 7th was the amiversary 
of our first fight but uothing of importance happened, / 
Today two Irishmen were tried in Company E., for refusing 


So 


to do picket duty. a barn was fired and burned by some 
outlawed soldiers. We went to help stop it svreading 
any further. November Sth our division marched to 

Æ West Cold Water. Some skirmisiing in the front. On the 
Oth the 30th went on picket bus for some unknown canse 
ve were ordered back to camp. The infantry that went 
out yesterday returned this evening with ninety-five 
prisoners, ourt of three different regiments of rebel 
cavalry. The most of them belonzed to Jackson's cavalry, 
the same that fought us at Briston's Lane. On the 10th 
I went to the college with Dick Barker to see the prison- 
ers. He recognized several of them as his captors and 
the little fellow expressed much satisfaction in seeing 
those that took him orisoner ab Britton's Lane now cap~ 
tives while he was free. I got permission of the guard 
for him to go in and talk with them. On the 11th we 
moved our cump about a mile from town in the woods. On 
the l2th G. B. Higgins and Izah Reinold were discharsed 
and sent homes. On the 13th I wrote some letters and 
stayed in camp. On the 14th we went on picket three miles 
from our camp north of LaGrang= on the Middleburg road. 
Our reserve station was in front of Mr. Cobb's residence 
or country site. He hud left and gone to Mississippi. 
“hen we went to Jackson he was Living there with his 
newly married wife but she refused to leave her oid home. 
She was an interesting and intelligent lady. Just before 
we got to our vost Ser-eant Boring got tired of his coat 
and blankets and Layed them down by the road. They cost 
$12.00. On the 15th we were relieved by the 23rd Indiana. 

& On the 16th nothing of interest. On the 17th the 30th 
went foraging. ‘Je filled abcut seventy-five wagons with 
corn and fodder. On the 18th Lisutenant Goodle was shot 
in the knee by a drunken soldicsr by the name of Smith. 
On the 19th our brigads composed of the 20th, 30th, 31st, 
Slst and 124th Illinois regiments were oa inspection. 
Today, the 20th, some Confeccrute prisoners that were 
taken at Ripley were brouht in today and put under guard 
at LaGrange. They were taken oy Colonel Lewis? cavalry. 
2lst, Brigade drill. 22nd, “ve built a mud and stick 
chimney to our tent and it cperated pretty well. The 23rd 
was the Sabbath and I went to hear Captain Mann of the 
124th regiment preach. On ths 28th the 30th was trans- 
terred to the 2nd brigade, commanded by Colonel Liggett 
of the 78th Ohio acting brigadier. 


HOLLY SPRINGS. ‘Today we started south and camp- 
ed eight miles south of LaGrange on the Holly Springs road. 
On the 29th we marched ten miles and camped at Cold ‘later. 
This was a clean running stream and afforded us plenty of 
fresh water for both men and brutes, there was some skirmish- 
ing in the front. Some woods were shelled for fear of 
marked battery but no formidable enemy appeared. On the 
30th we marched into this beautiful and wealthy city and 
left next duy about noon. 


3 On December lst we marched eight miles und camped 
ata oluce culled ‘'aterforu. On nearing our camping ground 


Éo 


bS 


I met with Captain Bootrizht 
got permission to stay all ni 
old acquaintance of mine and 
company. On December 2nd aft 
leave of my friends and start 
of Company D., but little "Di 
charge of my tent and buggase 
«xeep him company. It had bee 
was evacuating his fortificat 
about six miles from here and 
unless he could be overtaken 
force the division had moved 
save two days rations in thei 
of cartridzes. I did not lis 
when there was a prospect oi 
not help it now. Rained alg 
sacks, blankets, and cooking 
built up a good fire to dry e 
after getting sufficient wood 
fast the next. morning.and get 
into our tent and to our gre 
negro by our fire fast asieerx 
he wus cold and wet and we wo 
wanted to go to bed, but whe) 
get up. Dick told me to kic} 
did till I got him on his fe 
Slowly I gave him a few more 
When he stoppea again Dick se 
gave him one about the tail-~b 


my shoe and sent him about si: 


seen him since. 


ABBLYVILLE, MISSISS: 
Hand woke me saying we were o? 
It was a dark and disagreeable 


and move up immediately. 


E Prt > 


‘f she llth Missouri and 
sht with him as he was an 
o were a number of his 
a 790d breakfast I took 
i for camp, but found none 
who had been left in 
tntil I should return to 
ascertained that Price 
ms on the Tallahatche river 
woulda not give us a fight 
vy a forced march. Through 
ip .ithout any encumberances 
haversacks, end forty rounds 
much to be left hehind, 
meéething to do, but sould 
ay and I got all the náp- 
ensils into a tent and 
srything that was wet. 
to last until after break~ 
supper that evening we went 
surprise there-lay a big 
I told Dick I supposed 
tld not. disturb him until we 
bed time came he would not 
1im on the shins, so I 
and then he moved so 
iat sent him to the door. 
d kick him again, and I 
ne that tore the sold from 
fect outside and I haven't 


About midnight voodford 
‘d=ered to loud the baggage 


nizht but orders are orders so I but on my new boots and 
made the trip before day light to the camp without falling 


down but oncs. December 3, 


a) 


iter daylizht away to the 


southward across an o >en fiela could be seen the earth- 
works of an enemy's fortifications stretching along the 


edze of the Tallahatchee river, but 
gun nor an enemy was to be seen. a 
river and on the opposite bank were 
aS an army could wish for to defend 


that was all, not a 
mile beyond was the 

as fine fortifications 
tnemselves against four 


times their number, but for some cause unknown to me Price 


had not seen proper to defend 


theme He had fled in such 


haste that he hud not destroyed the bridge entirely, they 
had fired it but our cavalry was there in time to save 


it though very much injured so that. it. had to be repaired 
before we all got over. This detained so, that we only 
marched four miles that day ana cumped eust of sbbeyville, 
two miles beyond the river. December 4, we ere now in 
the 2nd brigade in comaund of Colonel Liggett of the 78th 
who gave us privilexe to get some fresh meat if we could 
do so without the firing of u gun, so I slipped a small 


2 itt mf 
we Trek”, OS 
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hatchet in my belt and startec in company with Dote, 
Ben and little Dick in pursui® of what ever we could 
find. We soon came up with sone nica hogs, killed one 
of the largest ones, we skinned and dressed it aa we 
would have a beer and returne tO camp. 


OXFORD, VISSISSIP I December 5th. ive 
again took up our line of march early in the morning (cold 
and snowing). `Je marched éleven miles and camped ona half 
mile east of Oxford, the county seat of Labiett County, 
Oxford is the locality of the Mississippi University, one 
of the greatest institutions of learning in the South. 
The court house contained about three hundred prisoners. 
and we met one hundred more coming in on the Sth. We spent 
the day in cutting brush ond cleaning up camp. uite a 
number of prisoners were brought in today by our cavalry. 
December 7th. Camp all day. 8th, went on a visit to the 
63rd Illinois but found the regiment surrounded by guards. 
One of the Lieutenants hud been foraging ..ithout the proper 
authority in consignment of which a whole regiment had been 
put under arrest. On our way through town, myself, Cruse, 
Ben and Dick sauntering along the side walk making remarks 
on the various styled buildings and gazing on everything 
but blue jackets and regimentuls when Cruse came near 
running against a rather common looking shoulder strap 
gentlemen but for his stepping off the sidewalk and walking 
around us. A3 he passed me, to my great surprise, I 
recognized him us Major Gensral Grant, the Commander of this 
great army giving the sidewalk to private soldiers. December 
9th, All day in camp. Decemrer lOth., ‘ent to the 56th 
Illinois to see my«friend Brad and his wife.- On the llth 
we marched twelve miles on the Coffeyville road and camped 
beyond the Yockney river. I stopped at the river and bathed 
my -feot. They were very sore. after putting on a clean 
pair of socks I observed Dota and Ben in pursuit of a hog 
so I cut off his retreat and -ssisted them in capturing 
him and taking him into camp. On December 12th nothing 
worth wile transpired while at this camp. I was on picket 
once on our west line within shree miles of Denver's division. 
Various remarks of peuce-in campe On the 18th we moved three 
miles across the river and camped within a mile of Spring- 
dale. On December 19th we cleared the brush from our camp- 
ing ground, made beds of cotton, talked of the prospects of 
peace. Some went so far as to say this was our last camp 
in the war, and we were fixing for a long stay but at sune 
set we were ordered to march in quick time. That night we 
marched five miles and campsd near a small vidlage called 


Water Valiey. Decsmber 20th was the Sabbath. I was out of 


tobacco and sub of money. and as I was sauntering along 
the main street out of the viilage, I met a cavalier with as 


much tobacco as he could carrys He gave me a chew and I 
started to camp and met Scrzeant Mann. He gave me 25.00 


with which I bought tobacco for him and sold it at $7.50 
profit in half an hour. He give me two plugs for my 


trouble. On December 21st we got word of Holly Springs being 


in possession of the rebels. Our communications were 
cut off from Jackson and a large amount of rations des= 
troyed so vwe only drew three-fourths rations. Late 

in the evening we were orderei back and marched that 
night and camped one mile south of the Yockuno River. 

I have heard of no enemy near us but every move seems 
very nysterious to one who Knows nothing only what he 
sees. One Company out of each regiment was detailed 

to destroy the rail roud. This resembles a retreat. 

Yn December 22nd we marched eleven miles and camped at 
Ixford. I went a mile after watsr and did not get buck 
until after dark. The boys were just starting out to 
make an attack on a yoting ox :iith a yoke on. His mate 
had been killed and now the boys made a charge on him 
snarough the brush and over ditches wounding him some 
wwenty times hen he finally fell in a ditch. ‘hen they 
s.ececded in despatching him it wus 12 o'clock before 
tiey returned to camp with ths beef. December 23rd 

w spent in camp waitin; ror the troops to move out. 

Oir brigade wus to bring up the rear so we were ordered 
t be reauy to march early the next morning. Smallpox 
i: town, December 24th: By day lizht under way but 

cid not march until about 9 o'clock. That night we 
Camped at abbeyville. Our te.ms had crossed the Talla= 
hitehee River, so we had to take our Christmas Eve with- 
916 tents. December 25th: \hən I awoxe Christmas 
m:tning I saw the pointers pointing to the now fading 
noth star and reminding me of my northern home where 
man happy faces were wishing sach other a happy Christ- 
mas, Thus I lay conversing with my thoughts until the 
lasi star had faded from the heaven und it was now gray 
morrinz when I arose and prepared my-pluin and wholesome 
meal, which was simply to boil a point of water in a 

tin cup to make coffse and some hard crackers and cold 
boi ed beef from my knapsack sade my treakfast-complete. 
My (haristmas dinner was the same with the exception of 
tea instezd of coffee and an addition of parched corn. 
After dinner I went to the curs where they were loading 
cottcn. There were about fifty or sixty negro women and 
child-en, clothed in rags, watching for a ride up north 
to 3e\ something to eat ana see their abolutionist friends. 
I suppose they would starve if they would stay here, but 
I thirx it would be better tc send them south. Thay 
have ex.reme ideas of the north and south. They think 
the north a Duradise while they regard the south as hell. 
(Camp News) Richmond is taken, Vicksburzh is ours. 

Je must stay here until all the cotton is shipped. 
December 26th: “arm, raining, almost as many flies and 
fleas as in the summer. In fact it is more lixe spring 
than winter, Je are warm enoush without our coats on. 


A house was burned today but it could not be 
ascertained who the indendiary was so we were ordered 
to put out cump guards around the whole brigade. 


This is the first time for onz time that we hive had 
Camp MuUard. I wus detailed as water vergeant and was 


given authority to pass us y through the lines us I 
& was a mind to be responsible for. December 27th: ‘‘arm 


and reining. ..11 of our regiment that was not on duty 
went out with a foraging truin. They discovered about 
two hunared and fifty rebel cuvulry only four miles from 
herc but us we had no cavalry to pursue trem neither 
party attacked. They snapped a few Cups at our chaplain 
and some men that were with them, the guns being wet they 
would not fire. In the evening Lieutenant Pearson with 


five or six men went outside 16 pickets to get some fresh 
meat. They saw five secesh ( rebels) one of the men 
would have fired but the Lia ant prevented him ‘as 
his men were scattered : r 3cesh were between them 
and our camp. So they, by rsutious route, came 

while the secesh advan » tne outpost of the 

st and took him prisone hey fired on the yx 

left. The sentinel thi taken was a 

7s December 78th: this morning 
One hundred of sur brigad out on a scout, m 
on mules and artillery horses Jur Chaplin led LG ] 
as guide. After zolng some ve miles on the tatic 
road, they gathered abəut se ,»y-five head of 
and as many sheep. They we id that runners had 
sent to Oxford to apprize t my so they also se 
forth the 30th to reinforce which we did in qu: 
time But as no enemy appes he drove was brou:ht 
into camp safely. This was a ad joke on the Chapli 
® stealing sheep on the Sabbat ay while the secest v 
away to church. 
December 9th: Move samp about one mile north 


of abbeyville. December 30th: Our regiment went foraging 
again with thirty-five wagons after loading them 
principlly with corn, we started for camp when a negro came 
to us at full speed and told us of some butte.-nut cavalry 
at the next plantation inquiring for us of the blacks, 
Saying that they intended to capture our train if they 
could find what road we were on. At-this news there was 
the darndest cracking of whips, ana spuring of mules I 
ever Saw und in a short time we were out of danger. But 
some of the boys were driving some thirty head of cattle 
which they left for another day. 


December 31st: This morning I shelled some 
corn and made some preparations for making hominy. Then 
I thought I sould clean my gun as we had to be on parade 
to muster for pay. After drawing the load the tube 
appeared stopped and I snapped a cap on it and was immediately 
arrested, and taken before Colonel Dennie. There were 
four privates there for the same offence. We were then 
sent to Colonel Legitt with a charge of having shot off 
our suns in camp. I told the Colonel I had not shot my 
w gun but that I had snapped a cap and had no intention of 
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breaking an order, that it was the first time I had ever 
been arrested for breaking créers and I was glad it was 
for so small an æ fence. He said in a very pleasant 
manner that he was sorry that it had happened, but we 
must go on extra duty for the present. I told him that 

I had no objection to the extra duty, I only wished an 
understanding what it was for. So he dismissed the guard 
gave me the paper containiny charges against us and our 
names and told us tə go and shsll some corn on a small 
machine to grind for the brigede. After shelling four 

or five bushels we went tə our Quarters. So ends the 
year of 1862. For the lust ten days our communications 
had been cut off from our supplies and we had been living 
on one half rations and foraging the country for existence. 
we used rye, cofiee, hominy and shelled corn and ground 
it on the plantation mills. Now only our sustanence is 
cut off but we get no letters or papers and know nothing 
of whut is going on in the world. The letters we wrote 
ten days ago have been started today to see if they can 
get through. I have used my last sheet of paper and last 
envelope and there is none to buy. We have various 
rumors of peace, victories and defeats, but nothing 
reliable. The men all a pear cheerful, hoping for some 
good news to come with the new year. 


ABBLYVILLE, MISSISSI I. January.1, 1863. 
A happy new year and bright morning still-finds Ligett's 
brigade of Lozan’s division the only troop south of ths 
Tallahatchee river. This, the 2nd brigade, is composed 
of the 78th, 20th, 68th Ohio and 30th Illinois with 
Decourey‘s battery. Although we feel partial toward 
our own state troops, yet we fesl perfectly at ease among 
the Ohioans. “hile we are crediably informed that Van 
Dorne with ten thousand cavalry is hovering on our left 
wing and has crossed to the scuth side of the Tallahatchse 
river east of us. e were ordered to stay close in camp 
for fear of an attack. But there was no attack made and 
all passed off quietly in camp. After supper we built 
up a good fire and seated ourselves about it in a circle 
while cach in his turn spun a yarn to pass away the time 
till the taps bade us to march to bed. January 2: Nothing 
of importance transpired today. “e cleaned up camp and 
assisted Dick in commencing a memorandum. It rained ali 
night and on the morning of the 3rd we lay in bed until 
quite late. It rained so v5 did not build a fire until 
noon but soldiers can't always stay in the tent in baa 
weather. The Tallahautches was raising very fast and in 
twenty-four hours it would be impassable and we would be 
cut off from our division and left without a retreat. 
About 4 o'clock in the evening we loaded up cur baggage 
and crossed the river at sunset. Teams were stalled 
every few rods, detaining us until late before we got 
to e sons three miles north of the Tallahatchee. It 
was quite dard and the rain descended in torrents, drench- 


ing us to the skin. The wind blew so that it was with much 
difficulty we stretched our tents while Lieutenant Sharp 
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and Sergeant Boring went with a wagon for a load of 

rails to lay in our tents to kesp us out of the mud. The 
rails made rather a hard bed cords but we managed to 
sleep very well until morning. January 4th: ‘ie again 
drew full rations, our division train having just arrived 
from Memphis. e now went half- a mile and carried poles 
and forks to hang our wet clothes on to dry, for every- 
thing was wet. In the evening we moved our tents and 

set them in regular order. January 5th: We received 
orders to march eurly in the morning and by day light 

the division tain bezan to move, but we didn't start 
until one o'clock P. Me About sunset we came to a halt 
near a small village called ‘iaterford where we had 

camped on our way south and though we would camp here 

now but Colonel Ligett and his officers prefered going 

to Holly Springs so we gave three cheers for Holly 
Springs and three for Coionel Ligett and marched off at 

a brisk pace to the tune of Dixie. It was near mid-night 
when we got to camp and my feeb pained me so I went to 
bed without supper. On the 6th we marched to Coldwater. 
I rode a horse most of the day and went on picket that 
night at the bridge. Thus slowly we retraced our steps 
in entire ignorance of the cause or knowledge of what 
has happened our army elsewhere. No enemy appears on 

our lines except an occasLlonal Gorrilla party is seen 

by our foraging parties but they take good care to keep 
beyond reach of our infields. 


DARIUS MILLS. January 7th: This morning we 
received letters from home once more, and once more we 
were permitted to write to our friends. ie marched some 
fifteen miles and camped at Darius Mills, on the Mississippi 
Rail Road our brigade to remain hers until further orders. 
A few days before, this place had been attacked, but 
after being bravely repulsed by three companies of the 
25th Ind. they gave it up. January 8th: A part of our 
teams went foraging and a part: went to LaGrange for 
rations. 9th: ‘ve received orders to march and marched 
at one o'clock for Moscow. In LaGrange we met with Dr. 
Maxfield and several recruiting officers returning to 
our regiment, but no recruits. Some t.o miles west of 
LaGrange we came to a hait long enough to get our suppers. 
It rained nearly all day. aA short time after dark we 
camped for the night about five miles west of LaGrange 
and early on the morning of the lOth we marched to Moscow, 
a small town west of LaGrange on the rail road, here 
we relieved the 16th Wisconsin regiment. They were 
comfortably situated and left their brick chimneys for 
us to set our tents to. There was a number of Indians 
in the regiment that appeared to be very good soldiers. 
The lith was the Sabbath and we spent the duy in camp, 
reading and writing letters. We also learned that Holly 
Springs was evacuated by our troops and the principal 
part burned. 


LAFETTE, January 12th: We marched nine miles 
and cumped near Layfette. Up to this time our company 
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has diminished forty-seven men, fourteen died (33 single. 
14 married) two killed, twnety-nine discharged and two 
resigned. Total forty-seven. The remainder belonging 
to the Company, prisoners, officers and all, forty-siz. 
6f these fifteen are married and thirty-one single. On 
the 13th I spent the day in camp and wrote some letters. 
On the 14th I mended my old clothes, for there are no 
new ones to be bad. It rainsd all day and about midnight 
it commenced siseting, then snow and by 8 o'clock on the 
morning of the 15th the snow was four inches deep and 
was so heavy on our tent as to break the poles and let 
it down, but we managed to prop our tent with forks. 

it continued to snow until it was six inches deep. 

16th: The weather continued very cold. We spent most 
of the day in carrying wood te build fires. On the 17th 
the sun came out and the snow began to melt a little. 

We signed the payrolls for July and Auzust. 18th: We 
marched sixteen miles, passad through Calinsville and 
camped west of Germantown. It rained some today but not 
enough to melt the snow. After clearing away the snow 
for our tents we made a bed of shucks that was quite 
comfortahle. 


NEMPHIS. January 19th: We marched fourteen 
miles and camped east of Memphis-raining and so dig- 
agreeable that it is hard to get the men out of their 
beds in time to march at the appointed time. We marched 
all the way on the rail road ties which was very tiresome, 
their being enough snow to make it slippery walking. 
20th: The snow disappeared ard the ground began to dry 
up a little. Camp guards were put out and only two 
men were allowed to leave camp from a Company. January 
2lst: Orderly Sturgeon returned to camp. He had been 
homs six months recruiting for Company D. and returned 
without any. He says that people at home won't volunteer 
to free ths slaves and he believes that the war is carried 
on for that purpose und he intends to get out of the 
service as soon as he can. Sabbath morning, Januury 25th, 
T have had the blues for the last three days for it 
seems to me that our glorious Republic is every day be- 
ing plunged into ruin farther and farther and will 
finally be destroyed like ths Roman Republic. ‘hile 
each day we are further- from making peace with the south. 
There is division in the north and demoralization in the 
army. Military decipline is neglected and officers and 
soldiers are given up to dissipation. Sentinsls stand 
negligently on their posts and ilet the soidiers pass to 
and from the grog shops and scme one is killed most every 
day in their drunken riots while others are rendered 
unfit for duty. Yesterday we received pay up to the 
first of September and settisd for our first years clothing. 
The 26th was a wet disagreeable day and Meily took the 
boys to town. às I hadn't visited the city yet I went 
along and once more had an opportunity of looking upon 
the great waters of the Mississippi. The city looked 
much the same as it did when I visited it last, several 
years ago, except that there wasn't the bussel of business 
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that there was then. On the 27th the weather betame 
more settled yet chilly and on the 28th we built a fire 
place to our tent thinking we might onjoy it a while 

as there was no prospect of our leaving soon. On the 
29th and 30th there was nothing worthy of note except 
on the evening of the 30th we had dress parade for the 
first time in a long while and things began to take 
more of a military form. 31st: It rained and was 

very disagreeable.. 


February 1, 1863, was the Sabbath and I went 
to the city also to visit some friends in the lst Missouri 
Cavalry and 63rd Illinois Infantry. The 2nd was a cold 
windy day. In the evening I went to a private supper, 
given by a citizen, where I became acquainted with the 
Miss Jacksons, cousing of the famous Colonel Jackson 
of Jackson's cavalry. The 3rd was the coldest day we 
have had this winter. Tha 4th continued cold until 
evening when it commenced snowing, then we went into our 
tents and passed away the time as best we could over a 
dish of fresh oysters by a good fire. Cruse, Ben and 
myself moved our bed into a smull wedge tent, the 
officer's tent being to much crowded. The 5th continued 
cold and there was four inches or snow on the ground. 
On the morning of the 6th the sun came out bright and 
pleasant. In the evening our regiment went on inspection. 
The inspecting officer sescmed pleased with us and spoke 
in high terms of the appearance of Company D. although 
the inspection was close. Today is the anniversary of 
our entering Fort Henry. The 7th was pleasant and the 
snow nearly entirely disappsured. Mr. Coleman and Harry 
Montgomery took supper with us und staid all night. The 
8th was the Sabbath. I wrote two letters, one to my sister 
and one to my nephew in the 62nd Illinois regiment now 
at Jackson, Tennessee. These letters were short giving 
but little information for of late I can't compose ny 
mind to write on any subject to any length that would 
give interesting information »f the present position of 
Company D. or its prospects tc anyone to whom I might write. 
My mind wanders away°upon the affairs of the Government 
and our future prospects until I become lost in doubt 
in regard to the final result of the war, for there is 
a great deal to discourage us. But I am resolved that I, 
for one, will never submit to the right of secession. 
As I have an opportunity of sending a few little notions 
home by Mr. Coleman I will close this-little book and 
send it to my brother for safe keeping hoping that I may 
some day be able to put it in better form. To be continued 
in another book. HeLetlio 


MEMPHIS, TENNESSE. February 8, 1863. On the 
8th I closed my memorandum of lust year and sent it home. 
The weather was warm snd cloucy. lOth: Raining and dise 
ugrecable. We had orders to make our payrolls for two 
months more pay. Two drunken soldiers were bucked and 
gaged in Company H. for their misconduct. llth: We signed 
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the payrolls, had Company drill und dress parade. 12th: 
Nothing of importance happened toduy only our time is 
half out, eishteen months in service. The 13th was my 
birthday und I wrote a letter to Frank Dornfourth, the 
man for whom I was named., I was born February 13, 1832. 
lth: Cold and wet. I received four letters today. 
l5th: weather pleasant. This is the first anniversary 


of our Donelson fight. H. Bush cut off two of his fingers 


with an ax accidently. 16th: Today we were presented 
with a new flag and a beautiful banner in memory of 
Britton's land. This was the anniversary of our taking 
possession of Fort Donelson, but the more brilliant 
achievement at Britton's Lane lays Fort Donelson in the 
Shade. 17th: Nothing of importance in campe today. 
18th: <A number of exchanged prisoners returned to camp 
today among whom was four of Company D., Isaac Veirick, 
de He Murphy, Oscar McDonald, that were taken prisoners 
at Britton's Lane and ‘illiam Stockwell that was taken 
at Fort Donelson. 19th: One month ago today we arrived 
in Memphis and today received marching orders. Jumes 
Warren, of Company D., died today. 20th: The weather 
warm and pleasant. ‘fe pulled up stukes and moved on 
board the steamer, Ed. ‘‘alsh, and received pay on board 
the boat. Besides the 30th Illinois Regiment there 

was the 7&th Ohio Regiment and the 5th Michigan Batters 
and Colonel Ligget acting Brigudeer and his staff on 
board this boat, making it very much crowded, so much 
So that some of our men had to sleep on her iron roof 
and got wet from the rain that fell in the nisht. I 
was sergeant of the guard on boiler deck that night. 
2ist: ‘Jas rainy and disagreeable day. The men got 
whiskey and were very noisy. It was like being in a 
grocery on a rainy electioh day. . Sergeant Boring and 

I went out in town and got our dinners and bought some 
postage stamps. I met with some ole acquaintances, 
Leroy Nools and George and Jolin Preston. I stayed in 
Memphis until after night hoping that things would get 
more quiet on the boat, but there was so much carrousing 
that I couldn't lay down until after midnight. 22nd: _ 
Weather cool and windy. Early in the morning the whole 
fleet moved down the river, consisting of twelve boats, 
names as follows: Crescent City, Continental, Superior 
(Logan & McFerson on board), Champain, Gladiator, Ed. 
Walsh, David Tarrtum, John H. Dicksy, Louisiana, Plate 
Valley, G. ij. Thomas, Mary Forsythe, and Mariah Denning. 
2end: I was again on guard, our whole Company being de- 
tailed as guards for the boat. In the evening the 
whiskey was not so plentiful and everything became more 
quiet. My guards being mostly in the cabin I spent most 
of my time there as well as siept through what time I 
had to sleep. After supper we were entertained with 


music by some of the officers who sang some very animating 


and patriotic songs. 
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LaK PROVIDENC:, LOUIsIaNa, 23rd: Warm and 
Pleasant. After a voyuse of some three hundred miles 
we disembarked about 9 o'clock at Luke Providence, 
Louisiana. \e marched out to the lake one mile from 
town and then camped on the margin of her beautiful 
clear waters, placing our tents in regular order in 
the edge of a cotton field. 24th: I was in ‘fatigue 
in the forenoon cleaning up camp. The weather being 
Pleasant, after uriting a letter to my brother I took 
a walk along the lake. This was a beautiful body of 
clear water eight miles in length, and one mile wide. 
Her shores were regulary formed, shaded by a narrow 
row of cypress trees. at ths western extremity this 
luke is connected with a bayou leading into a black 
river which our army are endexsvoring to make navigable 
for steamers to pass into Red River. at the eastern 
extremity there were several hundred negros employed 
digging a canal from thet point to the Mis sissipni 
River, a distance of mif a mile. 25th: Weather warm 
and pleasant. Sergeant Spurgeon and I went to town 
and the first thing that attracted our attention was 
about a regiment of soldiers drawing a canal boat through 
the street from the river to the lake with ropes and 
pulleys then we came to the ruins of several large build- 
ings which we had seen burning the day before. The 
buildings contuined our comisury stores. They took 
fire and the fire could not be stopped until several 
of the best houses in the town were burned down. The 
river was ery high and continuing to rise. ‘le return- 
ed to camp just in time to escape a severe storm which 
lasted all night. Cruse was on picket. The rain con- 
tinued to fall in torrents until three o'clock in the 
afternoon, raising the water in our tents so that we 
had to take everything out anc put in rails and boards 
to raise our beds above the water. Dal MeGuire had been 
sick for several days and got wet last night. I fear 
he will take a relapse. He is breaking out something like 
smallpox. In the evening I ard Lieutenant Pouk of Company 
A took a ride upon the lake in a cunoe, it being a light 
running craft, I made it glide through the smooth sur- 
face of the lake like a bird thvough the air, greatly 
to the annoyance of the Lieutenant. He being no swimmer 
feared he might find a watery grave in the beautiful 
lake. February 27th: Quiet and pleasant. The surface 
of the lake being smooth, soldiers assembled along her 
shores with hook and line to fish, while others played 
upon her surface in sail boats, skifs, canoes and even 
rafts, many of which were only fit to give the ones 
who ventured upon them a ducking, making mirth for the 
lookers on. In the evening I received a letter from 
my Sister in commeration of my birthday. 28th: The 
weather was warm and pleasant. I went with the ambulance 
to take Dal McGuire to the pest house. It was about 
four miles from our cump and one mile outside of the 
picket lines. There were some twelve or fourteen cases 
of the smallpox there convalesing, and altogether the 
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most of them ssemed to be doing well, three of them howe 
ever, were very sick. Their faces were so badly swollen 
that they could not open their eyes. after making Dal's 
bed I returned to campe after supper, I in company 
with several others, took a walk of about two miles up 
the lake shore vhere Licutenant Miely purchased a pig, 
which we carried back to camp. This was a beautiful 
evening, although the wind was high and the waves lashed 
the shore with a continued roar. It only made it more 
romantic while the cheering notes of the brass band 

amid the shouts of the soldisrs in their merriment was 
born across the troubled waters far above the whistling 
Sound of the wind. Cruse said this did not seem like 
Ssoldiering. No it appeared as though we had got into 
the land of enchantments, instead of being on a mission 
of death and destruction. 


March lst, 1863. The wind had now gone down 
and the luke was once mora calm, a-light breeze plaved 
upon her clear smooth surface, just enough to fill ths 
Sails of the pleasure boats, and not enough to disturb 
the more frail boats that moved slowly along near the 
shore. But there was one sportive soldier that morning 
that did not a»pear upon the lake». He was a venturesome 
young lad of the 20th Ohio regiment and had reveled in 
the sport until long after dark the evening before. He 
ventured upon the deep waters with a frail bark and ere 
he could return to shore, his raft was dashed to pieces 
and himself thrown far out of reach of a single board, 
He struggled hard against the waves but in vain for they 
bore him down into a watery grave from whence there is 
no return. In the evening I rowed out upon the lake in 
company with an officer of the 20th Ohio. at sunset is 
the most pleasant time to be on the lake. March 2nd: 
Cool but not disagreeable. Sergeant Mann and I took 
a walk up the lake and called at the residence of Mrs. 
Smith. Her ladyship invited us into an elegantly furnished 
parlor, where after a short introductory conversation 
Mrs. Smith, at my request, gave us a brief history of 
the last ten years of her life, which she had spent in 
Louisiana. She had two sons and one daughter. Her 
sons had been in the Confederate army. The oldest had 
held a commission but had resigned on account of his 
health. The younger one she had taken from the army, 
he being under the required age, but he had again left 
her a few days previous to our arrival taking his sister 
with him to protect her from such brutal treatment as 
they had received from the lst Kansas soldiers. I 
could not help asking myself why our soldiers were 
permitted to commit such depredations and go unpunished 
for we do not wage war against helpless women and children 
nor could I blame her when speaking of her sons. She 
said she did not know if cither or both of them were 
in the army of the Confederates but if they were "may 
God speed them on to victory.” She asked us if we would 
like to hear some music on the piano. I told her I was 
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very fond of music, more espscially when accompanied by 
a female voice. She then introduced Miss Belle Grahan, 
a beautiful girl of some sixteen summers, who entertained 
us with a number of beautiful pieces of music, showing 
great Skill in touching the notes with her little white 
fingers. At my request she sang her favorite national 
air, with much spirit and pride. (The Bonnie Blue Flag 
That Bears But a Single Star). She said she never sang 
thet except when requested to do so for she did not wish 
to hurt any ones feelings. I told her I liked the tune 
although I could not endorcs the sentiment of the song. 
3rd: Cool and windy. Today I paid Miss Bell Graham 

a second visit as Dr. Powell wished to accompany me 

dnd hear her sing. ‘Je spent an hour or two there very 
pleasantly and then returned to camp. I received a 
letter from Miss Lizzie Moore, giving information of 
the death of several of my young friends at home among 
them whom was my nephew, Albert C. Winter. He belong- 
ead to the 62nd Illinois Infantry and was taken prisoner 
and paroled at Holly Springs. He was a good boy and 

a true soldier., It is a consolation to me to know he 
died at home among his friends and in the arms of his 
mother. He died February 23, 1863. 


March th, 1863. This pleasant morning I went 
on picket guard, my post being in an open cotton field. 
=~ was thankful it was not reining. In the night one 
of our out posts was alarmed by the tramping of horses 
in that vicinity and the Lieutenant sent me with three 
of the men to reconnoiter beyond our lines and learn the 
cause of the alarm and found that it was nothing but 
some loose horses in search of forage. The canal boat 
or propelier Rawlins was launched and went up the lake 
on her trial trip toduy. On board were Generals Mce 
Ferson, McArthur and Logan, also a number of staff 
officers and ladies. Once more the stars and stripes 
floated over this beautiful lake while the bank played 
our favorite national airs. 5th: Was relieved from 
picket and returned to: camp just in time.for dinner. 

In the evening I wrote a letter. All quiet in camp. 
6th: I went out side the lines and helped haul two 
loads of rails for fuel. It rained at night. 7th: 
Warm and showery,*enlivening the vegetation, making 

the fields look green with here and there a yellow 
flower to be seen. Sth: Very windy. This was the 
Sabbath and I spent most of the day reading. In the 
evening I took a walk up the lake short and stopped 

a short time to listen to an old negro that was preach-~ 
ing to his black brothers und sisters on the subject of 
religion. 9th: I sent my overcoat home to my brother 
at Hutsgonville by adams Express Company». Rain in the 
evening. lOth: It continued raining and disagreeable 
all day. I spent most of the day reading the history 
of an Itenerant Preacher of an early day. We have a 
number of good books in camp. lith: Today Oscar Biers 
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and Hiram King returned to company De, brizging news 

from home of a discouraging nature. vie also received 

a number of letters by mail, many of which wer: more or 
less treusonable and intended to discourage soldiers from 
performing their auty, but to my great satisfaction it 


paly made them the more firm and resolute in perfor:ing 
their duty and in sustaining the government. 20h: +» 
The weuther being pleasant we cleaned off drill grounds 
and commenced Company drill. I wrote two letters, one 


to my brother and one to my nephew, William Dodds. He 
belongs to the 24th Indiana Regiment, Company C.e 13th 
Today Ra M. Longnicker, Sergeant, and B. B, Longnicker, 
private, returned to Company D., bringing a good many 
letters from our county but none for me, lth: we 

had batallian drill today and orders to be ready to 
march tomarrow. 15th: Morning came and with it a drizzling 
rain but we didn't move. Our whole division moved on 
board the boats except our regiment there being no boat 
assigned to us we were left behind. We were not sorry 
to be left in camp on so dreary a day. 


16th: Today I had the pleasure of being present 

at the celebration of St. Patrick's day in the morning. 
This was not Patrick's day however, but many of our troops 
were under marching orders, it was thought proper to have 
the feast on the day preceeding St. Patrick's day. The 
guests that were assembled around this festal board were 
not only officers of Irish regiments but all of the 
principal officers of this part of the army. The table 
was loeded with all the luxuries thet could be produced 
under the circumstances and from the way the guests applied 
themselves I judged they fully appreciated what was set 
before them. I particularly noticed the alacrity with which 
they uhcorked the chanpaign bottles, as nothing short of 
champaign would do to drink toasts with on St. Patrick's 
day. Toasts were next in order after satisfying their 
appetites. after reading of each successive toust they 
were responded to by officers previously appointed by the 
Committee for that purpose. These responses, as every 

one must know who knows anything about Irish wit, when 
mingled with talent brought forth the most heart stirring 
and mirthful speeches. although these speeches were on 
different subjects the orators each in their turn did not 
fail to show their patriotism and devotion to the Union. 
General Mearthur's subject was that of an army and navy. 
He showed their great magnitude and strength as being 

far superior to that of any other nation. General Logan's 
subject was America. america, he said was the adopted 
country of all of us except the Intian, for we were all 
foreigners or decendants of foreigners. He said he was 
not an Irishman and his was rather a curious history. He 
would not refer to it. He spoke with great eloguence, 
pride and spirit, not only of the sons of lirin but of the 
many other foreigners that were in our country's service, 
doing battle for the Union and the right. He regarded 


northern peace parties and northern peace men as tories. 

He vowed that he would fight treason as long as he lived, 
if it was forty years. at the close all filled their 
glasses and drank success to the National Union and death 
to traitors. In conclusion Major General McFerson was 
called on to respond to a toast given in honor of the 
ladies, which he did with much eloquence, commencing with 
Mother Eve, he noticed the great worth, necessity and value 
the ladies had been to the human family down to the present 
day. 


17th: PERRYS LaNDING. Early this morning I 
went to the river to see the canal which had been opened 
into the lake the previous evening, and now the water was 
rushing through the break in the levy with great force, 
but notwithstanding the great danger, half a dozen sailiors 
passed through this narrow passage in a small boat in 
safety to the lake but not without being thoroughly wet 
by the spray and the boat half full of water. In the 
evening we were ordered to rejoin our division and immediately 
moved on board the steam boat Gladiator. vo lay at the 
landing all night. I had a good nights rest sleeping on 
the cabin floor. 18th: Early in the morning we left the 
landing and moved up the river some six miles where we 
disembarked and rejoined our brigade camped in a cornfield. 
The stalks were soon removed and everything put in order. 
19th: The weather was now becoming uncomfortably warm and 
today we built an arbor over our tent by weaving green 
cane over it so as to form a sort of lattice work, which 
looked very nice as well as shielding us from the scorching 
rays of the sun. 


ON BOaRD THE FANNY OGDEN. 20th: We had a batallion 
drill today. 22nd: This was Sunday and thought I would 
write some letters and had just commenced when we were 
ordered to strike tents and march immediately. We 

went on board the Fanny Ogden and landed some time in the 
night in Eagle Bend on the Mississippi side of the river 
where we lay until next morning. It rained nearly all 
night. 23rd: The remainder of our brigade joined us, 

and the whold division will soon follow. Here we were to 
disembark and march across the swamp to the Zazoo River 
but after unloading our wagons it was found that thercads 
were impassable without some repairs so we remained on 
board. General McFerson and Logan came down on the 
Superior and after surveying the route went down the river 
to consult General Grant. It continued to rain most of 
the day. 24th: We had a severe storm this morning in 
which the Plattevalley was blown loose from the shore but having 
sufficient steam she was soon brought to shore and tied 
up. The Iaton was driven hard upon the shore so that she 
was considerably creeled. The Louisiana's chimneys were 
considerably damaged by the storm, in fact so much so 

that they fell upon the roof when she was leaving the 
shore, after the storm was over, and came near setting 

the boat on fire, The Fanny Ogden, after several unsuccsss= 
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ful attempts to puil the Intam off the shore finally 
succesded. Preparations were then made for us to leave 

the boats. 25th: larly in the marning our brigade dis- 
embarked and moved into the swamp cver @ narrow road 

cross laid with rails, carrying a few tents on our shoulders 
and three days rations in our haversacks, after preceeding 
one mile, we camped on the highest ground we could find 
near a narrow but deep Bayou, which led to the Yazoo 

River and was navigable for only very small bouts, and 
there were only two these boats to transport vroops te 
Sherman's division on the Yazoo where we expected soon 

to go but at ten o'slock at night we wsre ordered.on board 
the boat to return to our old camp at Perry's Landing. 
Leaving the rest of the brigade in the swamp and long 
before day light we were at Laks Providence. 


PERRYS LANDING. 26th: after daylight the 
boat moved up to Perrys Landing where we disembarked and 
encamped on our old grounds. March 27th: «appearance of 
rain, our tent floors being taken away during our abence 
we now had to slsep on the ground. Soldiers from other 
regiments attempted to tear the boards from a large cotton 
gin for ten flocrs but were prevented by guards. They 
then set fire to it and it was burned down, consuming 
a large quanity of cotton and cotton seed. 28th: A 
number of boats passing both ways, a good many exchanged 
prisoners returning to their regiments. About midnight 
there was a violent storm blowing down a number of tents. 
Several steamboats had their chimneys blown down and were 
damaged more or less other ways by the storm. 29th: 
The Sabbath, the wind and rain continued all day. John 
Hevel returned to the Company today. He was taken prisoner 
at Brittons Lane, A large mail but no letters for me although 
I anxiously expected several. 30th: Cold and chilly, 
almost freezing. 30th: Alex anderson returned today. 
He was taken at Holly Springs while driving ambulance. 
3lst: This morning the sun rose bright and clear. I 
was detached with a Sergeant from Company A., and twenty 
men to tear down a number of buildings on ex-governor T. 
M. Tucker's plantation for fire wood and tent floors. I 
found a containing two dollars in Confederate 
money and five cents in smali pieces. This was inspection day 
but I was exempt because I was on fatigue. 


April 1, 1863. A pleasant day but I felt quite 
unwell having headache all day. «an order was read on dress 
parade exempting the 30th Regiment Illinois from having 
anything to do with the burning of the cotton gin and 
damages were assessed to the amount of two thousand dollars 
which is to be paid by the 20th, 68th and 78th Ohio regi- 
ments, 2nd: Today I stayed in my tent most of the day 
feeling very badly. In the evening General Oslesby visited 
the 8th Regiment and they gave him a warm reception after 
which he spoke to them with much feeling. 3rd: I felt 
much better, went on Company drill,.got a long and interest- 
ing letter from my nephew W. F. Dodds. Signed the pay- 


roli for four months pay. hih: Today we moved our tents 
so we could put our camp in better order and make prepara- 
tions for receiving adjutant General Thomas who we are 
expecting will visit us in a few days. 5th: On fatigue, 
guarding our street. 5th: wrote letter to W. F. Dodds. 
6th: Finished up our street in very nice style. In the 
evening our quarters were inspected my Major Strong, 
accompanied by several field officers. 7th: Today I 
was on guard a short time. This guard was only for in- 
structing us in that duty, and did not exempt us from 
drill or any other duty in camp. 8th: It was no announced 
that Adjutant General Thomas had made his appearance 
clothed with the fullest authority from the President to 
direct our future operations and would address the 3rd 
Division at 2 o'clock P., M. The division was accordingly 
enmassed and preparations being made he was received in 
proper military style. He was then troduced by General 
McFerson in a short address recommending his capability 
and authority. The old white haired General then arose 
and addressed us as veteran soldiers to whom he was much 
pleased to announce the President's views and determination. 
He also said he was vested with power to place arms in 
the hands of negro regiments and commission those in our 
ranks capable of tuking charge of such regiments if we 
desired it. He wanted at least officers enough for two 
regiments from our division. He said, as well, he could 
grant commissions to the meritorious. Hs also had the 
power to muster out of the service the unworthy. After 
closing his remarks he asked who next should speak to us 
and on hearing this a unanimous shout went up for Logan. 
The whold division gave evidence of the warmth of their 
love for their leader in every expression. They clapped 
their hands and shouted with joy at seeing him once more 
upon the stand. He complained of indisposition though he 
spoke to some length with great animation in which he suid 
it was not for him to discuss political affairs. It was 
for the President to direct and he to act and when he was 
ordered he would act and act with a will. If the President 
said arm the negroes I say so too, I am willing to use 
anything he may place in my power to crush out this 
rebellion, let it be lions, elephants or negroes. Said 
he "at the beginning of this war, it is well known that 
I was a pro-slavery democrat and then I believed slavery 
to be a divine and religious institution but now I believe 
it to be one of the most hellish and accursed institutions 
on the face of God's earth." After Logan had brought his 
remarks to a Close and taken his seat amit loud and pro- 
longed cheers, we were addressed by Colonel Stevenson of 
Missouri and Liggett of Ohio with a few remarks from General 


Mearthur but I haven't time to refer to all they said. Suffice 


it to say they spoke with animation and to the point. 9th 
There was considerabls stir in camp today. One hundred and 
ten petitions were sent up from our regiment for commissions 


in the negro regiments. There were seven or eight from our - 


company and I understand there wers other regiments that 
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sent up more petitions. We r«¢eceives four months pay by 
paymaster, Balard. 10th: “e had officers drill today and 
at night officers were put on guard in place of privates, 
so that they might learr the duty of a sentinel by experience, 
lith: It was ascertaized that only three from our regiment 
would get commissiors for the negru regiments, Orderly 

Shaw of Company F for Captain, Corporal Moore of Company 

A for lst Lieutenant, Orderly Liere of Vompany One for 

2nd Lieutenant, bully for the commish. An order was read 
on dress parade to hold an election in Company D. for Captein. 
12th: An election was held in Company .) for captain to- 
day in which G. E. Miely, 2nd Lieutenans, was elected Capsain. 
About sight o'clock this evening the regiment was called 
into line in front of the 6lonel's quarter to congratulate 
Colonel Dennis on receiving his commission as Brigadier 
General. General Dennis then came out of his tent 

and addressed us in a short but feeling manner. 

13th: A wet disagreeable day. There weze several men 
drurk in the regiment today. They were very gabby as 

well as offensive to all who saw them. There were fifteen 
boats passed down the river today loaded with soldiers. 
lth: Cold and damp. Joe Hunt returned to Company D. 

Dick Parker started for home this morning. He took about 

a thousand dollars for our boys to Crawford County. He 
took $50.00 for me to my brother. 15th: Was a vezy pleasant. 
At or near midnight we received orders to hold ourselres 

in readiness to march at a monents notice. l6th: This 

morning a part of our division began to strike tents and 

move on board the boats, but there being no transports 

for us we remained until the next day. about midnight 
there was heavy cannonading heard down the rivers 17th: 

I was on guard but was soon ordered to send my zuards to 

their camps to prepare for a march, and by one o'clock 

we were on board the City Bellee and moving dovn the 

river to Milligans Bend, where we disembarked at dusk, 

Here we learned that on the night of the 16th six gun- 

boats and four transports ran the blockade at Vicksburg 

with the loss of one transport which was burned, being 

set on fire by the enemies guns. 18th: Movei up the river 
a Short distance and arranged our camp in order. a severe 
storm arose in the night and blew down a number of tents. 

19th: This was the Sabbath. We were ordered nut to repair 
the Richmond road and commenced work about fivs miles from 

campe Today was the first time I ever saw the signal 

corps operating with flags. It is a speedy way of telegraphing. 

20th: The men worked today like they were working by the 
job. Wə heard considerable cannonading at Vicksburg, a 

distance of about twenty miles. 21st: Today we finished 

our task by the middle of the sfternoon when it commenced 

raining. About midnight I was woke up by thunder. 22nd: 

I received a letter from by brother announcing the birth 

of my namesake F., Ze Winters. We heard six boats were 

ready to run the blockade. Cannonading from midnight to 

daylight. 23rd: The first division of Grant's army passed 

below today. Grant and Governer Yates stopped here for 
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dinner. They said eight out of nine boats run the blockade 
in safety. C. B. Lagow, who had command of the boats, was 
on the one that was sunk, one man only was lost. 2hth: 

A good many troops passed while we were at work on the 

road today and three heavy pieces of artillery drawn by eight 
mules. Fighting was reported below Vicksburg. We finished 
our part of the road and received orders to hold ourselves 
in readiness to march as soon as our division comes up. 

We went to bed in the house, but it was so warm, and the 
mosquitoes and flies were so bad we had to move our beds 

to the porch. Lieutenant Sharp detailed to take charge 

of a train of ambulances. 25th: Infantry and artillery 
commenced passing early this morning, and our brigade 

came up about two o'clock, when we fell in, moved off 

with the train and camped on bayou, round about and near 
Bayou Green. Here we were overtaken by our teams with our 
mess boxes, but without our clothes or tents. 26th: 
Marched nine miles and went into camp. Heard some cannon 
before dark and a great deal before daylight. Saw a negro 
said to be one hundred and sleven years old. Saw an Indian 
Corporal. 27th: Marched at six o'clock, Continued cannon- 
ading all morning to the southward. It rained and was very 
muddy, s0 much so that our teams did not get up to camp, 
thought I don’t suppose we traveled over five miles. The 
enemy not far off. We expect to s28 them tomorrow. 28th: 
We were ordered to march at six and it is now seven. Teams 
not up yet. Marehed to within one mile of the Mississippi 
and seeing the enemy played out, crossed three bayous today 
on pontoon bridges, the largest was Bayous Bedell. 29th: 
After two hours sleep we marched at one o’clock at night 
down the river. Good roads with the exception of several 
bayous. I didn't learn the name of but one of the Bayous, 
which was Phelps. Marched about seventeen miles and camped 
on the shores of Lake St. Joe. 30th: Ordered to march at 
five A. M. with three days rations in haversacks, no teams 
but those loaded with ammunition. At Hard Times Landing 
we came in sight of the bluffs at Grand Gulf where the enemies 
fortifications were which we could see after proceeding 
five miles futher down the river. Here is where the heavy 
cannonading was we heard last night. Our gunboats silenced 
all their guns but three and then the transports passed in 
safety. The gunboats were much injured. ‘Ve came to a halt 
here at nine o'clock and at twelve at night went on board 
the boats ran down the river eighteen miles and landed on 
the Mississippi side, this being the nearest landing to Grand 
Gulf suitable for landing a large army. 


May ist: This morning we disembarked and are now 
lying in line of battle waiting further orders. We are in 
the enemy's rear, and a heavy cannonading has already commenced 
in the direction of Fort Gibson. austin Hans commenced the 
fight and Logan's advance finished it in the evening just 
before we arrived, our brigade being in the rear. About 
four hundred prisoners taken. I saw but few dead men for 
so long a fight, the most were "butter=-nuts". Two Rebel 
General's were Killed here. 2nd: This is a bright pleasant 
morning and soon expect to go into the fight. How uncertain 
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ar he prospscts of war. The rebeis lyft o Giosen, 
crossed the river of bayou, burned the bridgs q ro- 
treated toward Grand Gulf, Jackson and Vicksburg. ‘We 
marched into Port Gibson, rested there a short time, then 
went in an sasterly direction up a.small stream until we 
came to a ford that we could wade, then we marched in the 
direction of Grand Guif and camped after night on a large 
bayou. ` I went on picket but saw nothing but a few negroes 
which I passed inside our lines. Our engineers were busy 
all night repsiring the suspension bridges that had been 
partly burned down and by daylight our troops were crossing 
the bridge. 3rd: As we crossed the bridge the Rebels 

threw a few shells at us and then ran. We followed them 
close, frequently taking a few prisoners. About noon we 
learned that Grand Gulf was ours, so wa turned our course 
toward Vicksburg and marched to reach big black. Here we 
got sight of the enemy’s rear guard, and skirmished with 
them while they were crossing & pantoon bridge, which they 
sunk so we could not cross our artillery. We campad and 
Company D. was ordered to guard the bridgs.. As I had been 
on guard the night before I was permitted to stay in camp 
with three of our men that were sick. I was very much 
fatigued and soon fell asleep, but between eleven and twelve 
o'clock I was awalkenea by a brisk firing at the bridges. l 
got up and dressed and weit to the Company as soon as l 
coulgé. I found the boys all right except that the mast 

cf them were in their shirt tails. They hed all been 

asleep but the two who were on watchs: A number of soldiers 
were washing at the bridge at the time they were fired on. 
These ran and hollowed so that our boys were much frightened, 
waking out of a sound slesp. But they soon recoversd tne 
shock and returned the fire with such rapidity as to silence 
the guns on the other side. Our boys were all wide awake 
now and determined to hold their position. We soon began 

to sese them dodging about among the trees, firing at us 
wherever they could and we returned the fire. Between one 
and two o'clock they opened fire down the river and as we 
opened the fire they fired at us from above, wounding two 

of our men. Jobn Mutph* was shot in the throat, the ball 
passing out through the left shoulder blade. James Wright 
was wounded in the left thigh. The fire was so severe that 
Dagolie's Battery threw a few grape acress the river for 
fear there might be to many for us. After that all was 
silent until day liskt, when we could see them leaving their 
hiding places. 4th: This morning we were relieved by 
Company C. whe kept up the fight neariy all forenoon. They 
threw a few shells into our camp but to no effect. Our 
battery soon silenesd them, and in the evening all was quiet. 
There was a negre came over this morning whe said there 

were three companiss of the 12th Louisiana that had heen 
fighting us during the night on our right in front of the 
line, two were killed, ten wounded. I spent most of the day 
with owr wounded boys. 5th: We had some rain last night 
and it is much cooler and pleasant this morning. Our wounded 
have been sent to Grand Gulf., Scouts were sent across the 
river to reconnoiter and they took several prisoners. Five 
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or six deserters came in tired of war and gave themselves 
up. Our train came in today. 6th: Today camp was cleaned 
up and a small embankment thrown up in front. The negroes 
were busy on the bridge. We received letters from homs. 

I received one from my brother lamenting the loss of his 
infant son, F. Z Winters, Jr. The pickets were fired on 
just after sunset. 7th: Order to march with two days 
rations and marched about four miles and camped in the 

hills near Rocky Springs, a small town. 8th: Strict orders 
were given forbidding the plundering of houses and other 
property. Wrote letters but were told they would not go 

out for five days. Hear D. J. Murphy was dead. He was a 
good boy and a brave soldier, ever ready to do his duty. 
9th: Ordered to march at ten o'clock, our army commenced 
marching by daylight, but we didn't start until after three 
in the evening. Marched about five miles and camped on a 
pine ridge. lOth: Ordered to march at six o'clock A. M. 
and marched about six P. M. marched about six miles, passed 
through and camped a mile beyond Utica. llth: Marched at 
seven and camped at noon, after marching five miles. 12th: 
Our brigate (the 2nd) took the land. The 20th Ohio in 
front of our regiment, (30th) Illinois next, and marched 
about 4 o'clock in the morning, toward Raymond, which 

was twelve miles to the east. after advancing some six 
miles our advance commences skirmishing with the enemy, 

and we were soon thrown into line of battle and marched by 
the flank until we discovered the enemy’s guns a mile and 

a half or two miles this side of Raymond. Degolie then 
planted two guns in the road at the bridge and at our right 
very much in danger of a charge from the enemy who lay in 
heavy force behind a hill to the right and protected by 

a battery on another hill to the left of us but to their 
right Degolie then moved to our left so he could command 
this battery. An intense firing was now going on to our 
right and we discovered the rebels moving in that direction. 
Wwe then charged into the open field, in the face of the 
battery and opened such a well directed fire, as to make 
them fall back. We then fell back to the ravine where we 
opened a destructive cross fire on the rebels behind the hill 
and were protected from the shells that came close over our 
heads, and we may thank God we had so good a position. 

On our right the slaughter was severe and the battle raged 
for a long time, when finally the rebels gave way and sought 
safety in flight, while we followed up the retreat. Our 
brigade camped in the edge of Raymond. The reserve passed 
to the front but don’t know how far they pursued the eneny. 
There was only one man wounded in our regiment but the 20th 
and 78th Ohio, 23rd Indiana and 8th Illinois suffered severally 
but the rebel loss was much greater. We took a good many 
Texans prisoners that were right from Port Hudson. They 
did not know that they had any other troops in this engage- 
ment that their division under the command of General Gray. 
13th: This morning our troops moved off toward Jackson, the 
capital of the State, seventeen miles distant. We passed 
through Raymond and rested in a beautiful shade until three 
in the evening, as we were rear guards for the day. We 
corralled the teams until dark in order to let troops pass 
to the front. Our company was rear guards until we got to 
Clinton, where we camped for the night. 14th: Rained nearly 
all day. Our Brigade marched in the rear of the train today 
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until we got within two miles of Jackson, where a severe 
little fight had taken place and the rebels were driven 
into town. Here we marched to the left to the front to 

cut off bheir retreat, but were too late and returned to 
camp on the Clinton road. Jackson being now in our 
possession with about two thousand prisoners. Our loss 

in the fight is thought to be double that of the enemy. 

We were only permitted to see the towering steeples of 
Jackson when we were ordered to return on the Clinton road. 
15th: Marched early in the morning and reached Clinton 
before twelve o'clock. Marched west about sight miles 

and camped on the Jackson and Vicksburg R. R. Went to see 
We F. Dodds in the 24th Indiana. 16th: General Legett 
again took command of our brigade, and General Dermis was 
assigned to the command of the 2nd Brigade, 7th Division. 
All were 6arly ready for advancing and moved off with a 
steady firm step. The enemy was reported in large force 
Ahead, and the skirmishing soon commenced. About twelve 
o'clock our division was brought into the fight by marching 
to the right flank, but our regiment didn't reach the 
extreme right by one fourth mile. It was plain that ours 
was a hard task. We were in the open field, and they in a 
ravine running along the edge of the woods. When we came 
in range of their musketry at the top of the hill we were 
ordered to lie down, until the right got a position with 
use There was a battery in our rear which threw shell into 
the enemy, which caused us to lay close, as well as a shower 
of bullets from the enemy, some of them coming so low as 

to hit some of our men. another battery was placed on our 
right in front of the line of battle. ‘This appeared unpro~ 
tected to the rebels and they came out for a charge, but 
were unsuccessful with a heavy loss, for we opened a cross 
fire upon them which sent them back beyond the ravine which 
we immediately occupied and held until we were relieved. 

we fell back a short distance and got more ammunition, then 
ordered to reinforce a regiment that was being driven back 
from a fence. às I gained the fence the dead and wounded 
fell on all sides of me. I saw no enemy, but bullets came 
thick, like rain. Perkins fell by my side and called for 
help. I fired through the fence then raised him up and saw 
that his wound was severe and wanted immediate attention. 

I called on James to assist and we drug him to the rear. 
Our regiment soon fell back and I went with Perkins to the 
hospital where he died about twelve o'clock at night. This 
hospital was Logan's and Quimby's division hospital. 17th: 
This morning I started for the regiment sick, sleepy and 
tired, to get something to eat, but they had moved on after 
the retreating rebels. I found Adjutant Paton and Lieutenant 
Miely at another hospital and assisted in moving them to the 
division hospital and was detailed as nurse. 20th: Heavy 
cannonading last night and this morning. I have too busy 
to write for a few days nor do I wish to record the misery 
I have seen in a hospital of sight hundred men, wounded in 
every way possible and short of rations. We get nothing 
from the army and have to live off the surrounding country. 
All the wounded that were able to walk, huve followed the 
army and those that could ride. There are about three hundred 
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and fifty here yet, bad cases besides a scanty supply of 
nursese 3 

22nd: Yesterday i could not leave my ward until midnight. 
This afternoon I went a mile to another hospital and 

found ‘J. F. Dodds badly wounded in the right thigh. 25th: 
Past midnight and all are quiet in my ward. A train 

came to us today with ten days rations, and about forty 

or fifty of the wounded returned with them to the front from 
this hospital. Ths Confederates have paroled all that were 
in hospitals at Raymond and we look for them here in the 
morning. 26th: At or near eleven o'clock today a small 
Company of mounted Infantry, &th Kentucky, under a Command 

of Captain Terry, surrounded our hospital and we were 
surrendered as prisoners of war by Dr. Darrow, surgeon 

in charge, who immediately summoned all the nurses, ward 
masters and stewards to his headquarters and ordered us into 
line in two ranks. When about one-half of us were in line 
Captain Terry stepped to the front and ordered us to raise 
our right hands and administered the oath of parole. May 
26th: One-half of the men held up their right hands, while 
others stood looking at him in surprise, at his naste without 
even falling into line. we were then ordered to our quarters 
to await further orders while the Captain proceeded from Ward 
to ward hastily administering the oath to such of the wounded 
as Ghose to raise their right hands and as hastily left for 
Clinton without giving us any certificate of parole, or even 
numbering or taking our names, thus leaving us in an awkward 
position not knowing whether our parole was good or not. 

It is past midnight the stillness of which is broken by the 
rumbling of an ox wagon, and the crack of the drivers whip 

as he urges on his horned horses to bear away the wounded 
rebels tù their friends. Then comes the shrill sound of 

a bugle from rebledom, while a wounded soldier in an ad= 
joining ward trys to pray. He calls upon his father, his 
grandfather and then upon his God to help him to die. His 
voice becomes weaker and we:iker until at last the lamp of 
life goes out and the nurses bear him off to the dead house, 
of lifeless lump of clay. Oh! When shall I be permitted 

to return to my friends end shut my eyes upon so much misery. 


May 27th: Today another small sound of rebels 
were here picking up negroes as they were returning from 
our other hospital where they had been paroling the wounded, 
the next time I reckon they will surround the graveyard and 
parole the dead. 28th: News from the front. Our forces 
mear Vicksburg, They are mining and preparing to blow up 
the enemy's works. A rebel officer was here today from our 
lines, Major McKnight, who had been in under a flag of 
truce, and while under the influence of brandy said that 
terms of peace would be made before the first of September, 
also that their defeat hereon Champion Hill had weakened 
their cause more than any other battle previous to this 
time. The most of our wounded are convealescent. They bear 
their suffering like Romans, without a murmur, but there are 
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some men who are to womanish to be Soldiers. They seem to 
full of whimperings, puppies of the long card kind who moan 
and whine and snarl and are ready to yelp whenever you point 
your finger at them. Such cases can be relieved by a few 
drops of water, if it has a long technical name, is carefully 
dropped from a small bottle with directions not to drop too 
much, 


May 29th: A small squad of Federal Cavalry were 
here today enroute for Jackson to see what the enemy are 
doing in that quarter. Had they come two days sooner we 
would have not been prisoners, but we were glad to see 
them as it was, for we did not like to see the rebs, al- 
though they did not annoy us half so much as the flies, 
chintz and lice do. Ohi How glad we will be when we can 
get away from these tormenting insects. 30th: There has 
been incessant cannonading all day at Vicksburg today and 
still continues, midnight. 


June 2nd: I have been sick for a day or two 
and unable for duty. Yesterday Captain Terry returned and 
finished paroling us, finding out his former proceeding 
was not legal, but the number was much less than it was the 
first time. 3rd; or I might say the hth, for it is near 
two o'clock in the morning and the cannonading still con- 
tinues at Vicksburg, more distinct than 1 have ever heard 
before. I can distinguish six different guns firing at 
intervals in succession. lOth: Since the 3rd I have neglected 
to write on account of not being well myself and Licutenant 
Miely has been very low and required all the attention I 
could give him. Thos. H. Moore of Company H of our 
regiment died on the 7th after much suffering. +a few days 
ago our ambulance train was here with supplies and took away 
all that were able to be moved. Since that time all the 
wounded have been moved into tents and last night the wind 
blew rain in and wet a good many of them. The erysipelas 
is becoming very prevalent among the wounded and with many 
it proves fatal. It has taken hold on Miely's wound and 
his recovery is thought extremely doubtful. The rain cone 
tinued most all day. An old rebel says Banks is at Jackson 
and his hopes for Mississippi have departed but he was very 
much deceived or wished to deceive us. llth: Today three 
rebels came into our hospital and remained some time be- 
fore they were aware it was not one of their own. They 
belonged to the Texas Brigade of Vandorn's Division, just 
from Tennessee, and had camped on the railroad to await the 
arrival of other troops. They said that Joe Johnson was 
collecting a large force from all quarters to attack General 
Grant from the rear, They had their net work laid to capture 
Grant and his entire army. 12th: Today the lst Texas Legion 
moved their pickets out beyond our hospital and our line of 
communication is cut off from the army, Mortification has 
taken effect in Miely‘s leg and his death is certain. 13th: 
At ten o'clock Lieutenant G. M. Miely died and his body was 
laid beside the ninety-nine others. He being the one hundredth 
one buried here since the Champion Hill battle. I cut his name 
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as long as possible between them and Ball's Plantation. 

When we came to our division hospital all the attendants 
were ordered to their respective commands to get their 
descriptive lists and transportation papers to be sent north. 
The wounded were taken to the river immediately. we found 

a few of our boys in camp sick but a majority of the division 
had gone up Big Black. I was almost sick but after a good 
nights rest I felt some better. 25th: After breakfast I 
visited our breastworks and rifle pits and took a view of 

the rebel works and Vicksburg. Our men were digging tunnels 
under their forts and at ons place I saw them carrying in 
powder to blow them up» 


July 8th: Having been sick with a fever, sore 
throat, pain in the face, I have neglected to write many 
interesting svents which have taken place since the 25th 
of June at which time was taken sick and was not able to 
witness the blowing up of the fort which made considerable 
of an opening and a general firing commenced all around the 
lines. During my wakefulness in the night I could frequently 
hear rifle balls dropping on either side of the tent and an 
eight pound shot struck but a few yards below. After con= 
siderable trouble I succeeded in getting my descriptive 
roll and by the assistance of the ambulance I succeeded 
in presenting myself to the Provest Marshal for transportation 
on the morning of the hth of July. 8th: Everybody was on 
the moves, The first brigade of Logan's Division was moving 
into Vicksburg to take possession of the town, while the 
main body of the army went in pursuit of Johnson. I with 
about thirty others was sent to the Yzoo to get on board 
a boat there but when we got there they were all whistling 
and ringing their bells for Vicksburg so we were obliged 
to remain upon this miserable stream among the misquitoes 
until the next evening when we got on board the Diligence 
and went down to Vicksburg. On the evening of the 6th we 
left on board the White Cloud. This was a large but slow 
boat and it was late in the day when we passed Lake Providence. 
On the 7th it was thought dangerous to run after night for 
fear of being fired on by "Gorrillas" so we lay at anchor 
near a gun boat which accompanied us up on the 8th. at or 
near three P.e Me we met four transports accompanied by two 
gun boats on their way down. Then we came to Napoleon at 
the mouth of the Arkansas River, most of the houses seemed 
tenantless. I only saw one man and two women in the town. 

At about sunset we landed at the mouth of White River and 

took about one hundred contraband on board, most of them 

were women and children to be taken to Helena where we arrived 
early on the morning of the 9th. I was highly gratified to 
learn that in addition to the surrender of Vicksburg on the 
Fourth, General Prentice had gained a great victory over the 
rebels under command of Homes, Price, and Mermaduka, On the 
same day the slaughter of the rebels had been so great that 
some of the dead remained yet unburied. A few of the prisoners 
were put on board with us to go up the river. iie arrived 

at Memphis about midnight. l0th: The White Cloud being 

at the end of her trip we disembarked and went @ board the 
City of Alton, one of the best steamers on the river, At 

five o*clock we left Memphis. 
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llth: The weather is cool and there is 
considerable fog on the river this morning. At twelve 
o'clock we were at New Madrid and at a little afternoon 
we stopped at North Tennessee and put off a few negro 
wenches, Stopped at Hickman at half past three, at 
Columbus after five, and at Cairo at seven, where we lay 
for more than an hour, The night being dark and the 
river low we lay up a portion of the night. 12th: Early 
in the morning we passed Commerce and landed at Cape 
Girardean and put off a few passengers. The weather is 
cold enough for an overcoat. 


I must here notice an incident of courage 
and presence of mind. While fastening to a wood boat 
one of the deck hands fell overboard. The poor fellow 
couldn't swim and was fast sinking when his mess mate 
leaped overboard after him, carrying a stick of wood 
under his left arm, and bore the drowning man safe to 
the side of the boat where he caught a rope that was thrown 
to him and both were puiled on deck in safety. I after- 
wards learned that this young man, who they called 
Charley Linebarg had, in several instances, saved persons 
from drowning, one of whom was a lady who slipped from 
the walk plank of a hospital boat into the river. Charley, 
on hearing her scream, leaped from the boiler deck and 
bore her safe to the wheel where he held on until they 
were taken up by the crew. 


We bad to run slow today on account of 
shoal water on the bars. We struck one bar but soon got 
off. 13th: This morning when I awoke instead of being 
at St. Louis as I expected our boat was trying to pull 
the John Warner off a bar thirty miles below. She failed 
to do this until she had taken off several tons of her 
freight and it was after one o'clock before we resumed 
our voyage. It was late in the afternoon before we 
reached St. Louise Business houses were closed and the 
city presented a quiet appearance. we went out to Benton 
Barracks on the street cars where we arrived after dark 
and managed to get a little supper and went to bed. 14th: 
This morning I felt quite unwell and didn't stir about 
much. We were put in Company 13, Quarters under command 
of Captain Wakefield. (Seems to be a book missing here 
a record from July 14th, 1863, to February 3, 1864.) 


February 3, 1864: Warm and pleasant. Left 
Vicksburg at six o'clock A. M., and marched to three miles 
beyond Big Black. 4th: Heavy skirmishing from Champion 
Hill to Baker's Creek, where we camped. 5th: Skirmishing 
commenced early in the morning, the 2nd Brigade in front, 
after driving the enemy severa} miles the 3rd Brigade 
relieved them and drove the rebels through Clinton. One 
man wounded in Company A. The first Brigade relieved us 
and drove the rebels through Jackson. One brigade of 
rebels was cut off from the Purl River and left in our 
rear. A pontoon was thrown across the river and Crocker's 
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Division crossed Purl River and marched twelve niles, 
camped east of Brandon. Ou: reziment was train guard. 
Marched twelve miles and camped within five miles of 
Morton. Sth: Marehed five miles and camped ir Morton. 
The principal part of the town was on fire wher we 
arrived. The advance had fired a irug store ind from 

that it spread. \'e tore up several miles of railroad 

and burned the rails and depot, and had a good supply of 
chickens and beef. lOth: Marched fourteen miles and camped 
three miles east of Hillsborough. Must of this place 

was burned. The rebel cavalry were in our vaar and took 
several prisoners that had straggled from our lines. 

llth: This morning I saw fifty odd of the prisoners we 
had taken on the march. «a majority of then were deserters 
that had come te us of their own accors. One of our picket 
guards shot a rebel officer. at four »'ciock in the 
evening we marched. The roads were very bad and it was 
four in the morning when we got to cand, a distance of 
eight miles. 12th: ‘Je got our coffe: and marched at 

six. Marched fifteen miles and campe: at Decatur where 
the rebel cavalry had charged on the jsrain of the 13th 
Corps and killed fifteen mules. 


13th: Marched twelve miles and camped eight 
miles beyond Chunky River. The rebels made another charge 
on our train but were driven off. l14ih: Marched twelve 
miles and camped within seven miles of Meridian. The 
road had been obstructed by felling trees and destroying 
bridges very much to the hindrance o our advance. This 
was done by the rebels to gain time in their retreat over 
Tunnell Hill, one of the best positions in the otate for 
a fight. 15th: Marched seven miles and camped in Meridian 
at twelve o'clock, It rained very kard today for the first 
time on the march. ‘Ye found Meridian to be comparatively 
a new town and an important post for the rebels. They had 
built extensive barracks and ware houses, depots and a 
great many dwellings as though they never expected the 
"Yankey" to visit this part of the country. 


16th: tent five miles into the country for 
forage where a foraging party had been fired into last 
night. after dinner we were ovdered out to destroy the 
railroad leading from Ohio to Mibile, while other troops 
worked on the Vicksburg and Salma road. 


Vicksburg in Warren Company 
Clinton i Hinde Lat 

Jackson Pw nas Se * 

Brandon " Rankin'ts " 

Hilsboro ” Scoth’s " 

Marton "Ey Scottig* T 

Decatur " * Nuton*s," 

Meridian " lLanderdal's Company 


17th: Heavy details were made on our brigade 
for guard. One day's rations for tour days was all we had 
so we Sent out our campers and foragers and soon had plenty 
of meal and meat. Found a barrel of sugar and made sassafras 
tea. 18th: Our brigade worked on the railroad. after 
taking up the rails we piled the ties and the railing across 
them so as to bend when they became hot. 19th: Most of 
our regiment on picket. Two men from each company was 
detuiled to burn Confederate buildings. I was on guard 
at Glen Moltby's headquarters. we were so well blacked with 
the pine smoke that it was hard to tell white soldiers 
from black. 


20th: We started back and marched eighteen 
Miles. 21st: Marched thirteen miles and camped at Decatur. 
22nd. Marched eighteen miles and camped eight miles east 
of Hillsboro. 23rd. This morning there were five Indians 
from an Indian village not far distunt from here came into 
camp. They belonged to the Chocktaws tribe. They went 
with us eight miles where we ‘camped at Hillsboro where we 
overtook our train and sick men that we left SreheEen 
miles this side of Meridian, 


The most interesting news the boys had for 
us was Colonel Pott's adventure with blood hounds. The 
Colonel in command of the 2nd Brigade was ordered to destroy 
the railroad at Chunky Station and while he was arresting 
the Provast some of the boys broke open the kennel and 
turned loose a troop of blood hounds that had been trained 
to catch "Yankey", A number of them attacked the Colonel 
who succeeded in keeping them at bay until he ordered up 
his command and they fired a few rounds killing, wounding, 
and despersing the whole troop. The Provast refusing 
to walk was tied behind a wagon. Citizens say the Provast 
has hung several of our men that he caught with his hounds. 
He is a savage looking fcliow. His name is Jonathan Davis. 


24th: Marched sighteen miles and camped near 
a large creek, a good days march for so large a train 
and bad roadse Our train was on three roads but it had 
been very much increased by refugee citizens and negroes. 
Some three hundred more white families applied to General 
Gergett for transportation than he could furnish. Some 
citizens enlisted in our cavalry and a few in our infantry. 
25th: Since we got out of rations we live better than be- 
fore. Marched four miles and came up in the rear of the 
16th army corps and went into camp. Our advance commenced 
crossing Purl River before sun-set. 26th: We crossed 
Purl River at one o'clock, marched thirteen miles and 
camped within hearing of the church bells in Canton. A 
soldier in Company B., 78th Ohio, by the name of Moore 
accidently discharged his gun in taking it from a wagon 
killing himself and comrade. 
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27th: Early this morning foraging parties 
were sent out for meal and meat they got a number of good 
horses and mules. They were fired into by the rebels 
on all the reads, The squad from the 7th Illinois had 
five men killed. Orders came for the 30th Illinois to 
take charge of the prisoners and guard them to Vicksburg, 
28th: Moved three miles and camped west of Canton, one 
of the nicest towns in the State. Orders to march at 
four in the morning. 29th: Marched twenty-one miles, 
crossed the Pocochit and went into camp. The country 
near Canton is the best I heve seen in Mississippi. 


March lst, 1864: Marched at four in front 
of train, six miles and camped west of Brownsville to 
await the train which was detained on account of the 
rain, cold. 2nd: Marched twenty-four miles by way of 
Edward Stateion. Crossed Big Black and camped in an open 
field. 3rd: Marched at five o'clock and arrived at our 
old camp in Vicksburg at nine leaving our prisoners to 
be brought in by the 32nd Ohio. The remainder of the 
day we spent in washing and rest for we had not changed 
clothes since the 3rd of February. 


March &th: We were paid by Major ‘Walcott. 
I received two hundred eight dollars and seventy~five 
cents. 5th: Non-veterans transferred to 17th Illinois 
and garrison equipage turned over to Post 20 Missouri. 
Turned over our guns to get new ones but had to take old 
ones again. 5th: Moved on board the Gladiator in the 
evening after parting with General Dennis over a few 
bowls of punch, 6th: Steamed off at twelve o'clock and 
ran thirty-five miles and landed at Wilson point for 
wood and left at seven o'clock in the morning. Passed 
Goodriches landing about two Pe Mo 7th: This morning 
we met the 46th Illinois ou their return to Vicksburg. 
We landed on an Island and took three deserters on board, 
that had escaped from Rebel Richardson's command. Landed 
at Napoleon at the mouth of the arkansas River about 
three o'clock. Captain Sharp, officer of the day for the 
trip. I was Sergent of Police and hud to arrest some 
of the men and keep them under guard all night. 


8th: Landed at Helena at 9 A. M. arrived 

at Memphis at twelve o'clock at night. 9th: Left at 
ten o'clock a> Mə passed several boats loaded with 
soldiers. Commenced raining at two o'clock P., M. We met 
with some of Company H., at Helena and at Memphis we met 
Colonel Rhodes who came on board the Gladiator with several 
others of Company He 10th: Landed for wood ten miles 
few hee A The hilman had been fired into a 

miles below the evening before. «a citizen reported 
one of our men at his house wounded. llth: rived at 
Cairo at sight o'clock a.me and left on cars at seven 
Dem. 12th: At Bouquion at seven aem. cars run very 
slow and we had to stop at several stations for other trains 
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to pass. Dinner at Centralia. I took dinner at Mr. Jack- 
sons and was highly entertained by his twin daughters, 

adoh and Ellert, who sang and played for me as well as ask- 
ed me a great many questions about the war. 13th: all 

day in camp. le arrived at Decatur at dusk where we changed 
cars and were soon landed at Camp Butler six miles from 
Springfield. I was quiet unwell. lath: went to Spring- 
field to buy some clothing, dined at the St. Nicholas, 

met my old friend Jesses Duboice, took supper with his 
daughter Mrs. adams, lodged at the american and returned 

to camp. 


15th: larly in the morning the weather 
cold and snowy, preparations were made for leaving and 
a reception in Springfield by the ladies. 16th: We 
have all got our store cloches on and waiting for the 
cars. after waiting impatiently until after the regular 
time for the cars we learned that the engineers had a 
strike on all the railroads but finally a fireman was 
induced to run a train for our accommodation and we went 
to Springfield where we found a splended dinner prepared 
for us by the ladies. We were addressed by Adjutant 
General Fuller, General Hierman, Colonel McCook of the 
31st and others. after the ceremonies were over we stacked 
our arms in the arsnai. T went to the american and put 
up for the night. 


17th: Took the hack for camp at eleven, took 
the cars for Decatur arrived at two o'clock and at Sandoval 
at seven. Slept in the depot the remainder of the night. 
1éth: Took the morning train east and arrived at Lawrence~ 
ville at one p.m. Hired a wagon to take us to Hutson- 
ville, a distance of thirty miles, where we arrived at 
eleven o'clock at night. after a general shaking of hands 
I soon mingled in the merry dance with my young friends 
at the Mida House. april 18th: Started for Springfield 
by way of Sullivan Indiana, rejoined most of our Company 
at Lawrenceville. Lay over at SanDoval. 19th: Stopped 
at Decatur where we learned that our regiment had gcne to 
Cairo, gso we waited for transportation until the next day. 
20th: Not being able to get transportation for our reoruits 
I went with them to Springfield. 21st: Four recruits 
were mustered in and sent to Camp Butler. The enlisting 
papers for Theodore Miles could not be found so I took 
him with me to Cairo. Changed cars at Centralia where I 
again visited with the Misses Jackson. «arrived at camp 
in Cairo in time for supper. The grounds about the camp 
were very muddy. It rained most of the day. 23rd: Rainy 
and disagreeable in the evening. I went to town and at 
night to the Theatre afterward to the Plantiss house where 
I stayed until morning. It rained so hard I would not go 
to camp. 


25th: Took the cars at three in the morning 
for Villie Ridge, twelve miles north where I found some 
old acquaintances with whom I enjoyed myself much better 
than staying in a muddy camp in Cairo till the morning 
of the 27th when I returned to camp and found the army 
under marching orders. 27th: In the evening we shipped 


on board th: Gladiator with some fragments of regiments 
from Indiana and Wisconsin. 


25th: Left the landing at half past twelve 
for up the hic River. Landed at Paducah where we lay 
all night weiting for other boats to come up loaded with 
troops, commissary stores, etc. 29th: When I awoke this 
morning our boat was plowing through the smooth surface 
of the Tennessee River. Every hour bore us farther to 
the sunny south ard the fragrant breezes from the green 
crested hills, hee and there strewn with sweet scented 
flowers, bore the aspect of summer rather than spring. 
Indeed those of us coming from our northern homes seemed 
to have lost sigh; of spring and stepped from a cold bleak 
winter, into the vhades of a beautiful and pleasant 
summer. In the evening we passed the ruins of Fort Henry 
where more than two years ago, I had the pleasure of seeing 
the revels defeated. When night came our boats lay at 
anchor until morring. 


30th: Today I spent most of the time watching 
the nove) scenery along the river. Here and there could 
be seen the white emblem of peace waved among the green 
foliage by the hand of soma fair Tennessee girl showing 
us that all were not rebels that dwelt upon the banks of 
this beautiful stream. In the evening we landed at Clifton 
and in the morning (May lst) we disembarded. ‘We camped 
about one half nile from the river on the Nashville road. 
The principal pert of Clifton had been destroyed some 
time previous to our coming here and it bears rather a 
desolate appearaice. The only troops that has been here 
for several months past are the 2nd Tennessee. General 
Gresham is now in command of this expedition. 2nd: Warm 
and pleasant. I took a walk to the river, crossed it in 
a gig with an escort, to bring ever three ladies whom 
the General hoped would give him some information con- 
cerning Forest or his men. They said that Forest had 
abanded that part of the country. 3rd: Tonight is the 
anniversary of our terrible Pickett fight on Big Black, 
Mississippi, where we lost John Murphy. 


Lth: I spent most of the day in camp reading 
an old novel for the want of something better. 5th: 
Got marching orders in the evening and marched five miles 
and camped near Eagle Creek. I expect I will have a slow 
march driving seven hundred besf cattle. 6th: Marched 
sleven miles, stopped to graze the cattle and get dinner 
near Waynesborough, the county seat of Wayne county. The 
day was very warm but there was plenty of good water 
frequently issuing from the hills on either side of the 
road. We crossed Green River, Hurrican Creek and several 
other small streams, passed the iron works and went into 
camp. We were now twenty-eight miles from Clifton. 7th: 
Marched early in the morning. Water was not so plentiful 
today but after marching about ten miles we came to a small 
stream that we had to cross a great many times. at Shoal 
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Creek there were two factories and the spinsters were all 
out to see the "Yankies" pass. Two miles further on we 
came to Lawrenceburg, county-seat of Lawrence County. 

Most of the buildings were tenantless. There was a beauti-~ 
ful monument erected here to the soldiers of the First 
Tennessee Regiment that fell in the war with Mexico. I 

saw a beautiful white slave here that had a few days 
previous marricd her masters nephew very much to the dis- 
pleasure of his uncle Sanford. after marching, in all, 
twenty-eight miles we camped at Pulaski, this has been 

a good day for seeing pretty girls. 9th: Pulaski is a 
beautiful town, the county-seat of Giles County, situated 
on Richland Creek, surrounded by a flourishing country. 
Ordered to march about noon. Marched about twelve miles 
and camped on Elk River. I left the main road and passed 
through the railroad tunnel which was cut through rock 
one-fourth of a mile. By doing so it saved me marching 
three miles around. 10th: It was reported that some of 
Forest’s Cavalry were in this vicinity under command of 
Roddy, and we were called into line of battle at day light. 
It soon commenced to rain and continued until twelve o'clock 
at which time we marched, crossed llik River on a pontoon 
adjacent to the railroad bridge about three o'clock P. M 
The rain came down in torrents with some hail until after 
dark. At nine we camped at Athens, the county-seat of 

Lime Stone County, an eighteen mile trip. Sergeant Boring 
and I stayed at the Jackson houses. llth: This morning 
men were seen straggling into camp from all parts of the 
town. It cost us one dollar and a half for a bed which 

we paid rather than lay in the mud and water. We now 
moved into the Barracks where we mad e ourselves comfortable 
that day and night. 


12th: Ordered to be ready to march at a moments 
notice. 13th: On picket near rebel ex-Colonel Higgen's 
residence. The Colonel was once a captain in the regular 
United States Army and fousht in Mexico. Orders were 
very strict and though our post was at the very door of 
the Colonel's house, he was obliged to obtain passes for 
himself and family. all was quiet during the night 
14th: Next morning at nine a. me we were relieved. 
More good news from Grant. Lee in full retreat. 15th: 
Up to this time we had to be in line of battle every 
morning at four o'clock, but now the enemy has been driven 
off and we are permitted to rest quietly until five. 
16th: How rapidly time flies. One year ago today we 
fought the battle of Champion Hill but it does not seem 
half so long. while we were thus engaged in mortal com- 
bat others sat quietly unconscious of the deadly strife. 
Today we rest quietly in camp while thousands of our 
fellow soldiers are struggiing in the deadly contest both 
east and west. Every day brings us news of a new fought 
battle and of the thousands that have been summonsd to 
try the realities of another world. Oh? How much more 
blood must be shed to attone for the sins of mene Death 
adds to his list of victims each day by thousands. 17th: 
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Orders to be ready to march at a moments warning, but did 
not march and the next morning went on picket. 18th: 
There was considerable rain yesterday but today the clouds 
disappeared and it was very pleasant. My post was a quiet 
shade with six men in charge of an old unfrequented road 
near camp. 19th: In the morning at fifteen minutes 
before five, I was ordered to evacuate my post and go to 
camp. The Brigade was to march at five so I had no time 
for breakfast. We had a hard march the forepart of the 
day, crossing several small muddy streams. The largest 
stream we crossed today was Limestone Creek over which 

was a covered bridge. after marching about nineteen miles 
we camped on a beautiful stream called Indian Creek. 


20th: Marched six miles and came within sight 
of the beautiful city of Huntsville. after passing over 
a limestone crested hill and locking castward I beheld 
one of the most picturesque scenes I remember of ever 
seeing. A regular range of ridges encircled the valley 
in the midst of which is the city of Huntsville, beauti- 
fied by an abundance of rich shrubbery. But life Moses, 
we were only permitted to view the happy land and then 
turned aside and camped a mile and a half northwest of 
the city. 2lst: Here we drew shoes for those who were 
barefooted and other necessities as though we were going 
to the front. At the same time it is rumored that we 
will stay here until our baggage is brought, and the 
rest of the army corps come up. In the evening Lieutenant 
Mann and I went to the city and saw the great spring 
from which issues a stream about forty feet wide and about 
two and a half feet in depth. This stream affords power 
enough by means of a water wheel to force water up through 
an iron pipe five or six inches in diameter to all parts 
of the city. The water is cool and very clean, Having 
but little time and the weather being quite warm we did 
not wander far about the city but soon returned to campo 


22nd: This being the Sabbath we had morning 
inspection after which I climbed to the summit of a hill 
from which to take a view of the city and the surround- 
ing country but a light blue smoke had settled over the 
valley and I resolved to visit the hill in the evening 
when the sun would shine fair on the city, but instead 
of doing so I went to the city and saw some of the 63rd 
boys. went to the Fort and saw the reservoir and visited 
the graveyard and returned to camp. 23rd: The remainder 
of the 17th Army Corps arrived today with the remainder 
of our baggage and men that had been left behind at Cairo. 
24th: Commenced raining early in the morning. Orders 
to prepare for a march to the front, baggage again to be 
left or thrown awaye 25th: Marched early in the morning, 
joined the ist brigade of the 3rd division. Marched 
fifteen miles and camped on the railroad near Limestone 
River. 26th: Marched fourteen miles and camped near 
the opposite Decatur. Sharp skirmishing beyond Decatur. 
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Our advance took twelve prisoners and sixteen wagons. 27th: 
We crossed the Tennessee River here on a pontoon bridge 
nineteen hundred and eighty feet long. Our cavalry went 
down the river in pursuit of Roddy while we marched to the 

w southeast (cight miles) and camped beyond Flint River where 
we hud some slight skirmishing, killing one and taking two 
prisoners. I was on picket during the night. 28th: Marched 
ten miles and camped near Summerville, a shabby looking 
town, the county-seat of Morgan Countye 29th: Marched 
fifteen miles and camped near a large spring at the mouth 
of a curious cave. Detailed for foraging. 30th: Marched 
eighteen miles and camped near ‘varington in Martial County. 
Here wa learned our cavalry had been fighting with Roddy 
giving him a complete whipping and capturing his entire 
train. They are expecting to rejoin us today, then I 
suppose we will learn the particulars. 3ist: Today we 
marched fifteen miles and camped on Short Creek at eleven 
o*clock at night. We being in the rear didn't get started 
until ten Aa. Me Our road thus far has been very rough 
over a mountainous country and the weather warm and dry. 
Today our road is what is called Sandy Mountain. I took 
the wrong road and walked about six miles farther than ií 
should if I had kept the proper road. 


June lst, 1864: We left Sandy Mountain, which 
is twenty-five miles long and came down into a broken 
country with very bad roads. We marched eighteen miles 
and camped late at night on a creek, There were hundreds 
of men that didn't get in until near morning. 2nd: 

& The corps were-8@ nearly worn out that General Blair thought 

it best to rest today but whether it was for the benefit 

of the soidiars or for the mules is more than I can tell. 
There were seventy-five of the latter died yesterday of 
over work. Rain and windy today. 3rd: Marched at four 
p.m. Poor country, most of the citizens had left their 
homes and gone north in the early part of the rebellion. 

~ We passed over Lockout Mountsins and crossed Chattager 
River and camped on the banks of the Koosah River, a 
distance of twenty miles. 4th: Marched early in the 
morning, passed through Cedar Bluff. Passed near an old 
field noted for the surrender of Colonel Strate to General 
Forest. After marching a distance of fourteen miles we 
camped at Missionary Station in Georgia. The rain continues. 
5th: The rain contuilnues until near noon, making the 
roads very muddy, then the sun came down so hot that 
we could hardly stand it. We passed through a small town 
called Haageh and after marching sixteen miles we camped 

.at Rome, a considerable town on the east bank of the main 
branch of the Keosah and west of the sast fork. No hard- 
tack or sow-belly for suprer. Here we supposed we would 
stop and rest and get supplies but the next morning march- 
ing came again. 6th: We marched sixteen miles and camped 
at Kingston. 7th: Marohed fifteen miles, passed through 
Cartersville and camped on the High Tower River. The country 

& for twenty~five miles appears to be a continusd battle- 
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field. Here we met witi: < great many of our Crawford 
County boys, Company Ee Captain Flood and Company D. Captain 
Woods, both of the 28th Illinoi», Company Ðe of the 38th 
Lieutenant Plenkett co:n. ding and several other regiments 
containing part of Companys from our Lorntyo 


8th: “e crossed the river and marched ten miles 
and camped beyond the town of acworth. General Logan 
road into camp amid rousing cheers from the 30th and Jist 
who were all glad to welcome the old hero. He was con- 
siderably worn down from constant duty and wounds of the 
past month, “e Re Crocker came to see us, not as a private 
of Company De but as Lieutenant Henry Curtice of Company 


TY. lst Alabama Us Se a. 9th: Today we lay in camp. iilder's 


Brigade of mounted infantry and some cavalry went to our 
front to try the enemy's lines. They went about seven 
miles, drove the enemy beyond their lines of defense and 
~eturned to camp with the loss of one killed and twelve 
woinded. They took a few prisoners, left the rebel wounded 
on vhe field most of them being shot through the body. 
10th: “arched at six in the morning and stopped at Big 
Shanty, a distance of seven miles, a station on the raii- 
road, Here our teams were corralled and we soon advanced 
in line or battle, our skirmishers keeping up a brisk fire 


for two miles where we came to a halt in sight of the enemy's 


works on Kennasaw Mountain. There was considerable cannon- 
ading to our right. «at sun set all was quiet and we tixed 
up our brush house for w.: night. llth: at about eight 
o'clock our lines were again moved forward a short distance, 
halted and the 4th Division moved to our fronte I was put 
on picket to the rear of our left flank where I could hear 
the skirmishing along our lines as they slowly advanced. 
Breastworks were thrown up, hospitals arranged and every 
preparation for a big vattle. The depot at Big Shanty 
prepared to receive army stores and by three o'clock Pe Me 
the cars came whistling to our front in a most terrible 

and taunting manner, toward the rebels letting them know 
that the bridges that they had destroyed had been rebuilce 
June llth: The enemy was not idle. ie could see the 
forest trees faliing before the busy axes of the rebel 
pioneers an Kennesaw Mountain. 12th: During the night 

I heard nothing but the spatbtering rain and braying cf 

the hungry mules. at ten I was relieved and went tc the 
regiment. They had moved two miles und lay three miles 
east of Lost Mountain. Details were made for throwing 

up earthworks to put a battery in position. They worked 
hard amid heavy skirriishing. à man from Company B. by the 
name of Brown was wounded in the breast while at work. In 
the evening a battery near our right threw a few shells 
into the rebels silencing their sharpshooters. There 
appeared to be a heavy fight going on to our right. The 
rain continues to drench us. fter rolling up for a snooze 
I was roused to receive a letter from g Miss May, who was 


an entire stranger to ine. 


13th: The rain continues and is very chilly. 
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At or before noon the rain ceased and our regiment went 
foraging. Bought some meat, flour and molasses, and three 
loads of corn. ‘Se men, horses and mules all had enough 

to eat once more, althouzh it is the first time for about 
ten days. Now that the cars are in operation I hope we 
will have plenty of rations. lth: This morning I went 
to Big Shanty see Cruse Wilhiot, who was in the hospital 
suffering very much from fever and a swollen hand. I 

saw a rebel Captain, two Lieutenants and thirty men from 
the 54th Virginia. They had come over to us during the 
night. The sharpshooting is becoming interesting. Ours 
charge upon the enemy when they sse a good opportunity 

and most generally succeed in holding them by throwing 

up formidable breastworks. In the svening two pieces of 
artillery were moved up to support our skirmish line. 
Several of our men had been wounded. We could hear heavy 
musketry to our left in the direction of a considerable 
mountain that appears to be some five miles away. At 
night details were made and our skirmishers were reinforced. 
Those from our regiment were in command of Captain Sharp. 
During the night they made some advancement and threw up 
breastworks. Several of our men were wounded and one of 
the 3lst killed. i5th: It now seemed impossible for our 
skirmishers to drive them further. They had gathsred in 
force in a wood to our left with rifle=-pits. At nine 
o'clock we moved camp half a mile to our front, where stray 
balls from the rebels would occasionally whistle over our 
heads. To our left was a smali redoubt held by two small 
pieces of artillery. This was one of the most sightly 
places on this part of the lines. I visited this point 

at day light and several other times during the forenoon 
when it was visited by Sherman, McFerson, Logan, Blair 

and Liggett. This was General Forces headquarters 
Lieutenant Green of Clark County Illinois Company Fe 

30th Illinois was on Forces' staff of the Ath Division 
17th corps. Moved to our left, fronting Bushy Mountain 
which is south of Kennesaw Mountain. At two o’clock the 
rebels made a charge. ‘Je came up in line supporting 
skirmishers and were in but little danger from the enemy's 
fire though numerous balis came whizzling over our heads. 
We were not crdered to load as our skirmishers were more 
than equal to the rebels whom they took prisoners. At 

the same time the hth division made a charge and captured 
most of the 40th alabama regiment. Captain Sharp and his 
skirmishers made a charges and captured eighty-five prisoners. 
His loss during the day was ten wounded. After dark we 
moved forward and dug rifie-pits along our whole line. Our 
brigade being on duty all night. Between ten and eleven 
o'clock brisk firing commenced on our right and lasted 

for some time. we stood ready for an attack but all was 
quiet in front of us. 


16th: During the forenoon all was comparatively 


quist, but while I was eating dinner on a large rock the 
shells from a batter of four guns came screaming over our 
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heads, some bursting in front some to the rear and on 
either sidee So we preferred to finish our dinner behind 
a big rock rather than on top of ons. AS soon as our 
batteries were opened theirs were drawn off. The firing 
last night was austerhouse repelling a charge in which he 
took seven hundred prisoners. Ons thousand and forty 
prisoners were sent north on the cars today. 17th: There 
has been considerable firing on our right during the 
night, but not quite so heavy as the night before. A 
Lieutenant and two men came to our picket post and gave 
themselves up. The Lieutenant had promised to whistle 
for the remainder of his Company provided he got through 
safe but was afraid to go further than our out post to 
whistle so they didn't come. There has not been a night 
since the 10th that some commissioned officer or men have 
not come over to our lines in the sime way. The 16th 
Corps took position to our left during the forenoon. The 
timber fell very fast on one of the highest peaks of 
Bushy Mountain exposing their fortifications and two ten 
pound Parots and by two o'clock pe me our guns from three 
points were hurling shell at them but most of them fell 
short although a few of them burst within their works. They 
answered us with promptness dropping shells so close 
frequently te drive us into our pits. 


18th: Last night and today has been very quiet. 
It has been raining steadily. Our.skirmish line has been 
considerably advanced since yesterday. Our skirmishers 
are pickets that are posted and relieved every twenty-four 
hours. They are instructed to hold their posts but are 
permitted to skirmish and advance as far as they can in 
safety. This is dona in much the same style that the 
Indians carry on their warfare and not in the regular 
skirmish. They will crawl up behind a fence, or rock or 
bushes, dig a hole in the ground and throw up dirt to 
protect themselves from the enemy, then they commence 
operations with powder and ball and when he is sufiiciently 
reinforced if "Mr. Rebel" doesn't change his position he 
is charged upon and taken prisoner. among our Wisconsin 
regiment there is quite a number of Indians who take great 
delight in this kind of warfare, in which they are very 
expert. The rain had raised a small stream between us and 
our pickets, across which was moved one brigade, joining 
our right with a section of artillery, which threw a few 
shells into the enemy camp late in the evening but failed 
to get any reply from their battery. The smokes from their 
camp on the mountains were but few. 19th: The enemy's 
Signal was seen working but a short time last night and 
it was generally believed they were leaving and this be- 
lief was confirmed by a deserter who said that the infantry 
in front of us had been relieved by cavalry. Our guns were 
put in order and at nine aem. we were called into line to 
be ready for a move. A canon was fired as a signal for the 
cavalry on our left to move. Colonel Shed ordered us for- 
ward thinking the signal was for us and before the regiment 
couid be halted most of the men had crossed the waters in 
our front, many of them wet to their waists while the rebels 
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were hurling shell at us from Bushy Mountain. But no one 
was hurt and we succeeded in forming beyond the water. 

The skirmishing soon commenced on right and left. Our 

line was complete fronting three mountains. The mountains 
rose high in front of us to where we could see their 
breastworks and from two of the peaks shells came booming 
into our lines. e were to charge and take them, the one 
furthest to the east was in our front. The whole line 

moved at once. Our pickets had been deployed as skirmishers 
here and ssemed anxious to get at those who had been shoot- 
ing at them and were now limbering to the rear. They kept 
well to our front and hardly let us get in reach of them 
until they had gained the mountains and crossed the enemy's 
entrenchments but the cannon was gone. The retreating 
cavalry could be ssen leaving in the direction of Maryetta, 
pressed hard by our cavalry and shelled from the mountains 
by our artillery. Our right was not so successful. «After 
reaching the first bench of Kennesaw they were driven back 
and it was thought proper to nold the two mountains taken 
by our division without advuncing further at present, although 
it was but a few minutes past one pe. m. when we reached the 
mountains. This charge was made during a heavy storm, fill- 
ing every ravine with water and making it difiicult to see 

a hundred paces to the front sometimes, but we protected 

our ammunition as best we could. 


20th: This morning I went ever near Kennesaw 
Mountain where I could see the enemy had thrown up breast- 
works from that mountain down to the left of Maryetta, 
which I could see from where I stood on the Mountain nearest 
Kennesaw, all in sasy range from three prominent points 
in our position and from which the trees were being cut 
to give us a better view. we learn nothing of the result 
of the heavy fishting on our right yesterday. The rain 
continues. at three pe Me we were in line and moved for- 
ward under the cover of woods and halted parallel with their 
works where we lay quietly listening to the heavy fight 
away to our right for about two hours then we look about 
for food and went to camp. The cannonading was the heaviest 
I ever heard for a time there appeared to be one continual 
roar of canon. Kennesaw Mountain was completely enveloped 
in smoke so the cannoniers could not tell where their shells 
were lighting or who they were shelling, if anybody. Some 
firing to our left. 21st: The rain continues and it seems 
the harder the fighting the harder the rain. Heavy musketry 
was heard until after midnight on our right. Details were 
made for fatigue parties to build breastworks farther to 
the front and plant a battery far enough to the left to 
shell the rear of Kennesaw Mountain. 22nd: The weather 
Clear, very little cannonading during the day. Tolerable 
quiet on the right but considerable sharp shooting in 
front. Two of the 68th Ohio were killed by rebel sharp- 
shooters, who threw a few balls over our camp and killed 
Colonel Shed's horse although he was a quarter of a mile 
to the rear. New details were made today to work on forti- 
fications. 3rd: Orders to be ready to move at a moments 
warning. Several new guns opened from the rebel works, to 
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find out the position of our guns. about noon we moved 
off to the left (two brigades and one battery of four 
guns) for the purpose of reconnoitering and assisting our 
Cavairy to wain a position nearer Maryetta. This we 
accomplished by driving in the pickets, fiercely shelling 
a train of cars to our right and a train of wagons to our 
left. For a few minutes then we went on double quick back 
to where the cavalry were skirmishing and a few shells sent 
the rebels yelling to the rear. ‘They were closely pursued 
by Wilder's Brigade of mounted men, until they crossed 

a creek while we returned to camp. It was quite late when 
we got into camp and got our suppers. I was detailed for 
picket and it was near midnight when I got to my post. 


24th: My post was on the eastern extremity of 
Bushy Mountain. All was quiet during the day. I was 
relieved at three p. m 25th: Very little firing toduy. 
Always a calm before a storm. Wrote a letter to my brother, 
Cyrus vintere 26th: This morning I went back to Big 
Shanty see Cruse Wilhoit and when I returned to camp at 
noon the regiment had moved out a mile and a half or two 
miles, where I found them in the wood with a heavy guard 
in front keeping up a considerable firing with the rebels 
across an open field. I was told we were to lay there until 
night then throw up works and plant a battery. Balls 
frequently came very near us during the evening but no 
one was hurt. ‘Je lay in line of battle all during the 
night. A detail was made to throw up works but only a few 
stones were piled up. 27th: «as soon as it was light 
enough to see we moved by the left flank nearly a mile 
where we took breakfast. aA hospital tent was pitched, 
ambulances came up and other arrangements were made for 
a battle. Our whole corps was in line and it was plain 
to be seen that something more than make believe was 
intended. Yet we only had single lines and were without 
support. « heavy skirmish line was thrown forward while 
the main line moved close to their support. (Hight o'clock 
4. Me) «as they advanced to the center of an open field 
the rebel skirmishers fell back which event animated ours 
to the double-quick. ve caught the spirit of animation 
and raised a yell for¥a charge but were halted under 
cover of a bridge, where we fixed bayonets for the purpose 
of charging the rifle pits. Several men had been wounded 
already in the main line who had not fired a gun and several 
fell from excessive heat. I now felt for the first time 
in my life that my time had come for being hurt. The 
line to our right of our brigade did not come up even with 
us as I expected to see them but lay back in the woods. 
we were again ordered forward. Junes 27th: Our skirmishers 
moving more steadily until near enough to make a rush 
for the enemy rifle-pits capturing a few prisoners. after 
advancing a few paces into the wood we stacked arms and 
lay down to rest and await further orders although we 
kept very quiet the rebels soon found out our position and 
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shelled us from every quarter. «a battery was so near 

to us that the shells were bursting in our midst before 

we heard tne report of the gun. I lay on the ground, 
resting my head on my right hand with my elbow at the 

root of a large tree. Alex Anderson was in the same 
position only resting on his left elbow facing me. we 
were in conversation relative to our position not being 

so good as we had supposed a short time before when a 
small piece of shell or shot passed through my right 
shoulder and grazed him on the under side of his left 

arm. We were immediately raised from the ground by 
Captain Sharp and Corporal James and were hurried to 

the rear. My wound was very painful and I had to sit 

down several times before reaching our field hospital. 
James gave me water frequently from my canteen which 
revived me very much. My wound was dressed by Dr. Martial, 
our assistant surgeon. Then I was placed in an ambulance 
and taken to the Division Hospital. At this place I 
received very good treatment. I was placed in a tent on 

a cot with a husk mattress and good attendance. June 
27th: C. D. MeGuire of our Company D was slightly 
wounded but wouldn't leave the ranks of the regiment. 
There were four killed and fifteen wounded severly and 
several others slightly. We remained in this hospital 
until the 30th: when we were taken to the cars at Big 
Shanty. Here was assembled all the wounded of our corps, 
amount to some two hundred, to be sent to altona. after we 
were on the cars the Sanitary gave us milk punch to drink. 
Then we moved off but not without severe pain from the 
shaking of the cars. When we arrived at Altona there 

had been no provisions made for us, so we went to Kingston 
and our train was switched off to remain there during the 
night. ive got no dinner and it was late at night when 

the Sanitary Commission brought us some Bread and coffee. 


July lst, 1864: All day we lay in the cars. 
There were gighteen wounded men in the car. I was in a 
dirty box car that had been used for a mule car, In the 
evening we were taken to Rome. ‘When dark came on ÍI 
went to Dr. McCook and asked him where we were to go. He 
said any place that we could find shelter. He had been 
drinking too much hospital whiskey, so I thought best to 
look out for myself and had my blanket taken to the bar- 
room of the Etowah then in charge of Dr. Smith of the 
lst Alabama Cavalry. He ordered supper to be prepared 
then sent four blacks to bring in five that were so badly 
wounded that they could not help themselves. He had a 
house full of sick but made provision for twelve men of 
our corps in this room. I could not sleep much with 
only one blanket on the hard floor. There couldn't be 
cots or mattresses procured for all but in a day or two 
he gave me an additional blanket and in about a week a 
Clean shirt and drawers. He was very attentive to our 
wounds and I flattered myself in being so lucky in fall- 
ing into the hands of a sober surgeon until one morning 
he cams in so drunk that he couldn't dress our wounds. 
He was immediately superceded by Dr. Price of the 30th 
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Iowa Infantry under whose direction he prescribed for 

his patients as before. Dr. Price now had charge of some 
five hundred patients nearly six hundred with no other 
surgeon to assist him but Dr. Smith who prescribed for the 
town-house hospital No. 1. By the lith I was able to 
write and wrote Captain Sharp to send my letters to mea 
12th: I wrote home to Cyrus and wrote some in my memoran- 
dum. In the evening there were two hundred and thirty 
sick and wounded of the 17th corps arrived on the cars. 
among them was George Barlow of our Company nearly blind 
with sore eyes. 14th: My wound has been doing very well 
until today the Dr. became alarmed on account of its heal- 
too fast and ordered it probed. 24th: My wound is 
healing very fast. I got a pass to go over the Cestinsula. 
I took dinner with Lieutenant Curtice of the lst alabama 
Cavalry, Company F. after dinner we rode out on horse 
back to take a look at the surrounding country. atb 
General Vandovers, head doctor, the flag hung at half 


-mask. On inquiring we learned that it was in respect to 


the death of Major General McFerson. In the evening I 
returned to the hospital. 


27th: The weather was cool and rainy, I had 
taken cold and was quite unwell. It was one month ago 
today that I was wounded and I had not heard from our 
Company until this evening. I got a letter from Sergeant 
Ben F. Boring. This was the first intimation I had of 
our regiment being in the tight on the 22nd at atlanta 
where we lost our Colonel and one hundred und ten men 
taken prisoners. Both flags were taken with one flag 
bearer, the other being killed. Loss in killed and wounded 
about sixty. Company D was skirmishing advance of the 
regiment and were firing into atlanta when they were 
flanked and charged by the rebels in a solid mass, six 
or seven columns deep, forcing them into their works, 
where they repulsed the rebels. They took many of our 
boys prisoners by throwing away their guns and taking 
hold of them with their hands and pulling them back as 
they were climbing over the breastworks. They then 
tried to climb into the port holes and over the works 
but were shot down by hundreds and were dispersed in dis- 
order leaving our army in possession of the field with 
their dead and wounced. The Sergeant says among the 
rebels dead the smell of whiskey was stronger than gun 
powder. Casuality list of Company D, 30th Illinois 
Regiment Vol. Infantry, on July 22nd, 1864: Killed, 
John A. Loyd, S. Be Patterson, D.e O. Burs. iounded: 
Joseph Hunt. Prisoners: Lieutenant Isaac Mann, Sergeant 
Re Me Longnicker, Corporal Aaron Iliver and Privates 
Harry Bush, John C. Guyer, Be Be Longnecker, Ge 0. 
MeGuier, “J. F. McGee, F. e Thomas, Jas. H. “right. 
First Sergeant li. L. Bishop died in the hospital at Hunts- 
ville, Alabama, June 19th: This letter from Ben Boring 
giving this news was written July 25, 1864, and received 
by me the next day, the 26th. 
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28th: My cough was much better today. The 
wounded from altona of the 16th Corps arrived on cars 
today. This morning, the 29th, I was examined by Dr, 
Nichols, the division surgeon, and recommended for a 
furlough. August 4th, 1964: For several days I have 
been quite unwell but feel much better this morning. 
Drew a pair of shoes and a pair of cavalry pants. lth: 
Still in the hospital and no news of my furlough. The 
boys in Company D. Suppose I had gone home, therefore, 
I get no letters from them. Several days ago there was 
quite a number of wounded came in from our corp but I 
could find none of our boys among them. ivhen the cars 
came in this morning the inquiry was made if there was 
any news from the front. The answer was no. The continue 
to skirmish but that had been the case so long that it is 
not news. Our forces continue to move slowly up to the 
rebels’ works and are now within three miles of the Mason 
road, which seems to be the bone of contention at present. 
16th: The report that the rebels are in possession of 
Dalton and have destroyed the railroad for some distance 
in causing considerable excitement here. Two regiments 
from here were sent to reinforce our troops at that 
place. 17th: This morning our train with a small 
escort of cavalry under a flag of truce moved several 
citizens andtheir families out to Cave Springs and return- 
ed late in the evening. Cave Springs is fifteen miles 
from here and is held by a brigade of rebels at present. 


18th: The hospital train came in from the 
front late last night bringing sick and wounded, mostly 
of the 16th Corps. 23rd: For several days past I have 
beon in an uneasy suspense, still expecting my furlough, 
but not getting any information concerning it. George 
E. Barlow left here about noon for the front. Alex 
anderson left two or three days ago for home. 26th: I 
an in possession of my long looked for furlough at last. 
27th: I left Rome at three o'clock pe m. changed cars 
at Kingston. an Indian belonging to the 17th Wisconsin 
fell beneath the cars in trying to jump on before they 
stopped and several cars passed over his body leaving him 
a mangled corpse. I got on a flat car and at Calhoon I 
changed to another train and rode on top of a box car to 
the junction of the Knoxville road where we changed cars 
again. 28th: arrived at Chattonoga about ten o'clock 
Ae Mo Changed cars and left at one o'clock. The road was 
very rough but I got considerable sleep being in the 
hindmost car and not much crowded. 29th: While dinner 
was being prepared for us at the Soldiers Home, the Clerk 
was procuring our transportation, I took a short stroll 
in the city where I met with Colonel Rhodes and Captain 
Knight. At four o'clock took the cars for Louisville, 
where we arrived next morning about day light. The cars 
were Very much crowded and the road very rough. 30th: 
Took breakfast and dinner at the Soldiers Home. My trans- 
portation being by way of New Albany I was taken to that 
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place in an ambulance but before it was time for the train 
to start I was taken sick with a bilious-cholic and went 
to the nearest hospital. Here I was treated very kindly 
though I suffered very much during the night. 31st: 

In the morning after breakfast they dressed my wound and 
gave me a clean shirt in the place of my dirty one and 

at nine I was on the cars all night. «at Michell I got 
dinner for seventy-five cents. Changed cars and arrived 
at Vincennes at about four in the evening. Stopped at 
the Junction House and had a long chat with the landlady 
in which she gave me her full history. went with one 

of her daughters to Dan Reises show, she paying the bill. 
I was surprised at the extent to which Dan had trained 
his mules, horses and dogs. 


September ist, 1864: at Vincennes I fell in 
company with some young men of my acquaintance and went 
with them to Palestine. Stayed all night with my sister. 
2nd: Went home in the hack accompanied by my niece, Ella 
Boatright. as glad to find my friends all well. I took 
them rather by surprise as they had got the report that 
I was dead, a few days previous to my return. 


November 13th, 1864: This being the last Sabbath 
I shall remain I will recommence my memorandum. Cruse 
Wilhaite has returned and I am to accompany him to Salem, 
Indiana where he is to be married to Miss Molie Coffin. 
after making the necessary preparations I went to church 
with Helen and it was quite late when I bid her goodbye. 
14th: Cruse and I took the hack for Terre Haute. There 
was a lady passenger in the hack of doubtful character, 
but we saw no more of her after we got to Terre Haute. 
The hotels were full of those who had come to rejoice 
over "Old abe's" election. Bonfires were built, rockets 
were shot in the air, amidst the ringing of the bells and 
the roar of cannon. a large assemblage was addressed 
by Dick Thompson and others at the Wigwam. 15th: after 
buying a few articles necessary to a wedding we took the 
cars for Vincennes where we arrived in time for supper, 
16th: Took thé train for Michel thence to Salem where 
we arrived at eight in the evening. Here I unexpectedly 
met with my unknown correspondent, Miss Pumpkinvine, and 
accompanied her to her father’s residence, then went to 
the hotel and went to bed. 17th: Ruining and disagreeable 
At six in the evening we started for Dr, Hobbs’ in a 


carriage. Called at the Academy, the residence of Professor 


May, for his daughter and Miss Ella Coffin, cousin of the 
bride, and I was snugly seated between the young ladies, 
Pumpkinvine on my left. In due time we arrived at the 
residence of the bride, and all went merry as a Marriage be 
The marriage ceremony was very solemn. After kissing the 
bride I was introduced to all the folks especially the 
pretty girls. after a few plesant aours, Gertie, Ella 

and myself accompanied the bride and bride-groom as far as 
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Mitchel on their way to Hutsonville. after secsing them 
safe on ths cars I procured some refreshments for the 
young ladies and then we returned to Salem where we arrived 
before sunrise. 18th: I remained at the hotel until 

eight in the evening. Took the cars for New Albany and 

was soon snugly roomed at the hotel. 19th: Early in 

the morning I called at the insurance office and introduced 
myself to my cousin Thomas Danforth who went with me to 

the office of Dr. Fry, Post Surgeon. He introduced me 

to Ae S. S. Elrod who agreed to admit me to any hospital 

in the city I might choose. I then went with my cousin 

to his residence and was introduced to his family, a wife 
and two daughters with whom I spent the afternoon very 
pleasantly. Mollie was rather a modest young lady. Lidah 
was a miss of only eleven years of age but far advanced 

for One so young. „fter tea she favored me with some 
music on the piano. we then attended family worship and 
went to bed. 


November 20th: This being the Sabbath I went 
to Sabbath school with Mr. Danforth and Mollie, Lidah 
and her Mother not being able to go, reading and prayers 
closed this day. 21st: This was a cold disagreeable 
day with considerable snow. I spent most of the day in 
doors by the fire. 22nd: I was admitted to Hospital No. 
4, ward 9, on main street in the female seminary building, 
Asbury College. 23rd: Weather more pleasant. Every 
hospital in the city is full of soldiers and there are 
some in tents. 24th: This being Thanksgiving day we 
had a good dinner given us by the ladies of New albany. 
Went to church. 25th: Warm and pleasant. 


26th: This morning two of the men in my ward 
were ordered to remain in bed for a week as a punishment 
for getting drunk. Their clothes were sent to the baggage 
room. 27th: This was the Sabbath. I went to Sabbath 
school and to church, then went home with Mr. Danforth 
to dinner, went to church in the evening then returned 
to this hospital. 


December 14th: It has been several days since 
I wrote any in this little book. The less a man has to 
do the less he is inclined to do. I have been to Louis- 
ville twice and saw many things of interest which I have 
neglected to note down. One thing however that I wish 
to note is. I saw on the 9th a female Major in blue 
uniform, Miss Dr. Mary Ae Walker. She wore what is called 
the Vivindire Costume. Weight ninety-six pounds. Another 
item is that a large number of horses have been confis-~ 
cated by military authority and sent to Nashville thus 
compelling many to walk home that thought they could not. 
20th: There was a large number of prisoners passing 
through town today, from Nashville north. Hood was now 
on his retreat before Thomas’! conquering army with a 
prospect of utter demoralization. Sherman nas reached 
the coast, 22nd; Today I attended the marriage feast 
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of cousin Mary Danforth at an early hour. I rang the 
bell at the front door of Mr. Danforth's which was 
answered by a polite mulatto girl of about seventeen 
who took my overcoat and hat and then conducted me to 
the door of the front parlor, where I was received and 
ushered in by Mr. Danforth introducing me to a number 
of guests, both citizen and officers. Two of the latter 
were Colonels in the army, but in two minutes I had 
forgotten the name of everyone to whom I had been pre- 
sented, after a few common place remarks with the 
minister, Dr. Safford, I entered into a conversation 
with a young man, a relative of Mrs. Danforth. The 
bride and groom with their attendants were in the 

back parlor, separated from us by folding doors. at 
the appointed hour (ten O'clock a. m.e) the doors were 
thrown open, all arose to their feet and Dr. Safford 
stepping in front of the bride and groom offered up a 
brief prayer. 


December 22nd, 1864: It would be useless 
for me to attempt to repeat the ceremony. Suffice 
it to say the minister commenced an address to the 
bride, at the same time presenting a plain gold ring 
Which was taken by the groom and placed on the third 
finger of the left hand of the bride. They were re- 
minded that their love should be pure like the gold of 
the ring and as the ring was round and endless so should 
their union, fidelity and affection be. They were 
Presented with a neat copy of the Bible. They were 
instructed that this was to be their guide through life, 
and were reminded of the lessons taught therein of the 
institution of marriage. This the bride also received 
at the hand of the groom. after pronouncing them man 
and wife and finishing the ceremony he advanced to take 
them by the hand and wish them a prosperous journey 
through life but the groom took good care to get the 
first kiss. After that she was kissed by the bearded 
and the beardless. It was during the merriment that 
Mrs. Danforth disclosed me for the first time am taking 
me by the arm presented me to the bride who introduced 
me to her husband, Colonel King. Next came the dinner. 
Guests were so numerous that there was not room for 
all to sit at the table. All were however permitted 
to view the richly loaded teble before any thing was 
disturbed. Then while we stood in close to the wall 
as we could so as to make the circle as large as possible 
the preacher, Mr. Snively, returned thanks, then all 
were helped to poached and fried oysters (the most I 
ever saw, we ate with silver forks, and all the dishes 
were glass or china) biscuit spread with butter, a 
small piece of pickle and a-cup of coffee. Then came 
meats of various kinds. The turkey seemed to be all 
‘breast, cut in very thin slices, then came the ice- 
cream and cakes, preserves, jellies and more things 
than I can think of. after eating all that I could, 
Mrs. Danforth filled a small box with cake for me and 
I beat a hasty retreat. 
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25th: Christmas came on the Sabbath and with 
it came a good dinner for number four. In the afternoon 
we had preaching in our ward by the Chaplin. The 
weather was unpleasant and I didn't go out during the 
day. 26th: More pleasant today. I was invited to 
dine with cousin Danforth and had a very pleasant visit 
with Mr. King and his wife Hattie, eldest daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Danforth. 31st: Farwell Sixty-four. This 
is your last day. Even now your breath begins to 
shorten, your time has come, yet your name will liva 
through many coming generations. Your record has besn 
one of war and blood shed. During your threes hundred 
and sixty-five days thousands have fallen upon the 
battle field, to rise no more, while millions will re- 
member thee as they mourn their loss, recording with 
horror the sesnes of those bloody battle fields of 
Sixty-four. Ohi Shall all the frightful, horrifying 
miseries be recorded. ‘Who will dare to look upon 
them in ail their blackness. Thou moon, uprising with 
calm, silvery ray, pauss on they course, withhold thy 
gentlis light. Tis not for thee, sweet vestel, with thy 
brow of meskness, peace and purity to view such scenes 
of fear and horror, vail your eyes, ye walking stars! 
Nor ist your holy beams meet to iliume Elysian, trembling 
here, come sadest spectars from scuthern plains, cone 
blackest clouds that curtain Mexico's gulf, and pals 
the scene that deadly war hath made. Oh! Sixty-four 
wa would not look upon those scenes of terror, for thou 
hast a brighter record of victories o'er a foul rebellion, 
How the hero Sherman has esclipsed Bonaparte by piercing 
a great rebellion through its very center, while the 
great Ulysses has throttled it and as you die, Sixty- 
four, rebellion fails and trembles in every nerve. amen, 


January lst, 1865: How are you Sixty®five! 
What is to be your record? One might think from your 
bright face it would be ons of peace, a bright sun on 
a white snow, nothing can be more grand. You commence 
on a bright day and the Sabbath too, certainly your 
record won't be one of blood like Sixty-four. 2nd: 
Warm and pleasant, the snow melts fast. ‘William Lynch 
was brought into our ward insensible. He was wounded 
in the head at Nashville, but supposed slightly, until 
now he is speechless. a few days ago he asked to go 
home to get married. Hs belongs to the 22nd Illinois. 
3rd; Snowing this morning. Lynch was failing very 
fast. A surgical examination was mde and it was 
thought the ball was still in his head. They operated 
but no ball was found. He seemed insensible to pain 
during the operation and bore it without a groan, with- 
out the aid of any opiate whatever. after the incision 
being closed with iron sticks he has a few convulsions, 
then became quiet until sleven p. m. when he died. hth: 
Funeral services in Ward Nine today by the Chaplin. 
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5th: Weather pleasant. tn the evening a 
visited Lodge Number Ten. Oth: Some rain and in 
the evening a severe snow storm. I was permitted to 
be absent from the hospital at will for one month, with— 
in the city limits. 7th: A bright sun on a white 
snow, excellent slcighing. 8th: A pleasant Sabbath. 
A Mr. Lane, a private soldier, preached in the werd 
today at theee pe Me lock: Cold and disagresable, 
about midnight I saw a large fire cver in Louisville. 


llh: ‘Weather more pleasant. The Galt house in 
Louisville burned down last night. “e have been 
short of rations for several. days. lgti; weetner 


pleasant. I signed the payroll for two months paya 
13th: The examining board was hers today. 14th: Sick 
today, out too labe last night. 15th: A pleasant 
Sabbaths Mr. dallan preached in Ward Nine. 16th: 

Took a stroll out of town. L7th: Cold and snowing. 
Received a letter Uncle Jacabon on the subject of ~ 
prayer. lgth: Today I have been very much troubled 

in mind. 19th: Today I had a deep conviction of sin. 
While at the dohn St. Church my whole Trame wes shaken 
with the conviction of the cnormous weight of sin that 
pressed down upon my soul, At night I again went to 
the church with a sorrowful heart. Mr. Julian preached 
from the parable of the Prodigal Son. I felt that i 
was a prodigal and hoped that Christ would meet me at 
the alter of prayer. 


January 19th, 1865. I felt that I was a prodigal 
and hoped that Christ would meet me at the alter of 
Prayer. I there pledged my heart to Christ asking God 
through the bloed of our blessed Savior to pardon my 
sins. It was hard for me to pray but I kept trying 
until I feit a consciousness of having done right. I 
felt that a great burden had been removed from my soul, 
20th: When I awoke this morning I thanked God for 
preserving my life through the night and prayed for him 
to direct ay feet in tha way of holiness before rising 
from my cot. This afternoon I received two months pay 
from the Govermnent, forty dollars, At about twelve 
o'clock I was surprised by a visit from my sister. 

She was ln search of her sick son, whom she had learned 
was at Nashville. I took her to cousin Danforth's 

where she rested for the night. Zlset. Went with sister 
to Lovisville end inquired of the Sanitary Commission 
who telegraphed to Nashville to know if he yet lived, 

I was late at night when I bore the answer of that 
digpatch to my sister at the hotel. Her son Harm 
Boatright had died in the hospital at Nashville tha 
17th instant. Sad news for a mother's heart but she 

was a Christian and bore it with Christian fortitude. 


22nd: after returning to Cousin Danforth's 
we spent ths rest of the Sabbath with his family. I 
went to the Presbyterian Church in the evening. After 
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church I went with my sister to the cars where I took 
lsave of her as she started hometearing sore tidings 
to her family. 23rd: Today I wrote a letter to Sargeant 
Hand and informed him my afflictions and my resolutions 
to serve God. In the evening I went to class mesting 
and through the grace of God I was enabled to stand up 
and state my feelings and hopes in Christ asking an interest 
in the prayers of the Christians. 24th: This morning 
some of the seldiers from hers started for the front. 
A young man died in ward No. 1 in the afternoon. The 
Chaplien preached a very solemn and affecting funeral 
sermon. In the evening my friend Y. C. Vilholte stopped 
to sea me on his way to see his wife, 25th: Weather 
quite cold. In the evening I went to meeting at the 
close of the meeting an opportunity being offersda I 
united with the Methodist Episcopal Church. 


26th: The weather continous cold. The river 
ig so blocked with ice that boats can't run above the 
falis., In ths evening I attended a very interasbing 
soléicrs meeting. 27th: This morning I satoo by tae 
cot of the dying Sergeant Yach and breathed a prayer 
to God to recsive his spirit as it laft its tenements 
of clay. There was no struggle. He culmiy sleeps in 
death, Most of the soldiers that were present didn't 
seem to realize that he had gone to appear befors that 
awful Judge at the throne of God, I pray they may yet 
be mads to reflect upon death and their duty toward God, 
That they may yet love their redeamer Jesus. In the 
evening I attended the regular prayer meeting», 28th: 
This is a beautiful day with a bright gun. L came again 
to toe sides of a dying comrade in ward nine. «As he groans 
in death I pray God to receive his soul, ‘tis all I ean 
do. I said to him, Keith, is there anything any of us can 
do for you. No he said, nothing. JI knew I could pray 
for him. The Chaplian soon came and preached Sergeant 
Vach's funeral down in Ward One. ab night we held a 
prayer meeting in the dining room. 29th: Sabbath 
morning I went ta Sabbath school and to preaching to 
Tonn St. Church. In the afternoon our Chaplin (Father 
Daniels) preached Keith's funeral in Ward Nines. Ab 
night Brother Julian preached at John St. Church. 30th: 
TI received a letter from sister Mary. Went to olass 
at night. 3ist: I spent most of this day in reading. 
Wrote a letter to sister Mary. 


February 1st, 1865. Today I attended Bible 
class in the tents. at night went to church. 2nd: 
The weather warm. Soldier's prayer mecting at night. 
3rd: Weather continues warm, àt night I visited Lodge 
#83. th: Weather pleasant. Brother Julian preached 
at night. Sth: Went to Presbytsrian Sabbath School at 
nine and church at ten thirty a. m Aab 3 po Me to the 
chapel, to John Sb. Churoh at night. 6th: Today my 
name, with othsr from Illinois, was taken on the list 
of men to be sent to our own State. Ab night I attended 
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love feast at the Chapel. 7th: Weathes pleasant, at 
night I wont to a night society on Sprin “*recet. Sth: 
Weather cold and sone snow today. At the eciese of the 
“bible class, I was unexpectedly called on by tue Chaplin 
to offer prayer. I had never prayed in public before in 
my life so I refused. The only reply he meade was, "Lead 
in prayer", so I took up ths cross anā after I had pro~- 
nounced the Amen I thanked the Chaplin in my heart that 
he hed urged me to pray, I know I was the most unworthy 
and incapable in the class. 9th: I spent most of the 
day in reading. At night I went to the Young Monts 
prayer mesting., lOth: Weather mora pleasant. There 
was a full attendance at our dining room prayer meetings 
at night. 2th: Attended Sabbath School at nins a. ie 
Church at ten at John 5c. In our ward st three pe a. 
two men died in this hospital last night, one of them 

ied in our ward. ‘went to John &t. Church at night. 
L3th: Weather continues pleasant. This was my birthday~ 
day, I am now thirty-three years of age, yes thirty~ 
three years of sin but if God speres my life thirty 
thres years Longer I promise it shall ba thirty-three 
years of praise to God. I went to clesa at night where 
I enjcyed myself and was happier than at any other 
meeting in all my Life. lbh: Weather warm end some 
rain in the evening. àb night I went to Degres Lodge. 
The lectures wero very interssting ang instructive. 15th: 
Warm and raining. Went to prayer meeting. Nine persons 
went to the altar of prayer. Most of thsm were soldiers, 
true seekers of religion. I thank God that he is with 
soldiers, manifesting himself in thsir hearts. 16th: 
There being go great an interest in the cause of Christ 
manifested it was decided to change the soldiers prayer 
meeting tonight into a general meeting. Several of the 
soldisrs found relief in Christ at the mesting. 


17th: Today the weather continues rainy. I wrote 
to Captain Sharp in answer to a letter pro-offsering me 
a Captain's commission, having been agreed on as he said 
by the Company. At night T went to the Ledge. 18th: 
Weather clear and pleasant. The congregation at our 
dining room prayer meeting wags very much inersased tonight. 
Great interest was manifested by a number of those thats 
had hitherto been thoughtless. 19th: Ohi What a bright 
Sabbath morning. AS soon as roll call was over I went 
to class instead of Sabbath School as it would be ths 
ilast opportunity 1 would have in this town, for I am 
ordcred to Illinois in the morning. after class brother 
Julian preaghed. I heard him at night for the last 
vixe. Grother Behercst informed me that forty~thres 
goidicrs had united with the Chureh at John 3i. this winter. 
evelsthig morning I, with twenty others took the train 
fox Guiney, Lilinois by way of Lay toutes Indiana, where 
wo arrived about midnight, changed cars from the N. A. 
& S to the Great Western. 2lst: Morning founa us 
gliding away through ths prairies of Illinois in e mist 
of rain, at Springfield I met with some acquaintances 


from Hutsonville. The rain continued all day. «st three 
Ae Me we arrived at Quincy and were placed in Hospital 
Five, Barracks Four. 


22nd: The sun rose bright and pleasant. I wrote 
some letters during the day and in the evening went to 
church in the city more than a mile from the hospital. 
This was a protracted meeting. a number professed re- 
ligion. 23rd: Weather pleasant, went to church at night. 
I noticed that several of the soldiers appeared and ex- 
pressed a concern about their souls. 24th: Raining 
all forenoon. At night several of the soldiers went 
to church with me and one to the altar of prayer. 25th: 
Weather cold. In the afternoon I went to prayer mecete 
ing at night to preaching. The altar was croweded as 
usual. Several soldiers were among the number while 
others continued to kneel and pray at their seats. A 
good work is begun with the soldiers. 26th: This is 
another beautiful Sabbath but I am prohibited from 
attending morning services on account of inspection. 
In the afternoon we had preaching in the barracks. 27th: 
Snow. Prayer meeting in the barracks at night. 28th: 
Today was muster. 


March lst, 1865: Weather cold. In the even- 
ing went to church. 2nd: Clear and cold. In the 
evening went to a debate, subject which exerts the 
greatest influence, Education and Knowledge or wealth. 
The decision was in favor of knowledge. after the de~ 
cision the Soldiers Wreath was read by Miss Wilmont, 
which was very interesting and full of mirth giving 
wit. 3rd: ‘The weather continues clear and cold. hth: 
This was scrub day and we had a general cleaning up. 
5th: Weather continues pleasant. Preaching at three 
o'clock pe me 6th: Weather continues pleasant. 
Preaching at three o'clock pw. Mme 6th: I haven't been 
to church in the city for some time on account of boils 
but I learn from others. The revivals continue and at 
every meeting the church is crowded , at night we had 
a good prayer meeting at Barracks No 2, the usual 
place for holding meetings. 7th: Weather pleasant. 
Sth: Four men in our ward received furlouzhs. 9th: 
Examinations were commenced here for discharges. loth: 
Very cold. Examination in our ward, six were marked 
for discharge in our ward. More than eighty in this 
division. llth: Weather more pleasant. 12th: Weather 
very pleasant, chu. in the afternoon. 13th: Raining 
in the morning but sœ: cleared off. Pleasant prayer 
meeting at night. li"? Raining and disagreeable. In 
the evening we met to iom our bible class. 15th: The 
rain continues, I have kis tcoubled with boils for some- 
time past but they are mucn petter toduy. The meeting 
continues at 5th St. Church. I went at night. 16th: 
Weather more pleasant, went to church at night. I 
borrowed an overcoat which was stolen after my return 
to the ward. 17th: Weather pleasant. Overcoat found 
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but not the thief. 18th: a pleasant day. Went to 
town and bought a bible and some stationery. Went 

to church at night. Many went to the altar of prayer. 
19th: Pleasant weather. went to church. Another 
theft committed in our ward last night. Six dollars 

in money stolsn. Suspicion rests on a man in our ward. 
20th: Raining. Went down in town to drawn clothing 
but on account of high prices did not draw. Prayer 
meeting in the evening. 21st: Bible class after 
supper. 22nd: In the evening the debate and reading 
of the Soldiers Wreath. 26th: Was the Sabbath, went 
to Church. 27th: Thera were a number of convalescents 
arrived here today from Camp Butler. Four came into 
our ward. In the evening the prayer meeting was held 
in our ward. 28th: Today I signed the payroll. Bibie 
class in the evening. Went to the 5th St. Church at 
night. 29th: Today I received four hundred and one 
dollars. Had a meeting in Ward 3 to form a singing 
class. 30th: I being one of the book committees, 

went to the city for books and while there I deposited 
four hundred dollars in the bank for safe keeping. 


31st: Our ward was filled with men from Sherman's 
army, Making thirty men in all in our ward. 


April lst: Took our first lesson in singing. 
The lesson was rather dry without books or blackboard. 
3rd: Great excitement in the city, celebrating 
the downfall of Richmond, Virginia. 6th: I was examined 
today and marked for the Veteran Reserve Corps. 7th: 
Went to Lodge Number 36. 9th: Weather cold. It 
snowed last night and still snowing this morning. 
10th: Great excitement. Lee's army surrendered. Every~= 
body is so full of joy they don't know how to express 
themselves. Glory to God in the highest, to Him be 
praise forever, amen? Everything here is dressed in 
flags, men, women and children throng the streets in 
war. One hundred guns fired in rejoicing. 12th: Rumored 
surrender of Johnson not confirmed. 13th: Four years 
ago today Fort Sumpter fell and today we have strong 
indications of peace. lth: The people of the city 
and rejoicing because the draft is stopped. 15th: 
This morning the bells are all tolling. Men rush out 
from all the wards to inquire the cause. Lincoln and 
Seward are assassinated. «As soon us I could get a pass 
I went to town to learn the truth. «ss I passed out the 
gate our flag was lowered and trimmed with black crepe. 
as I passed down the street every house and flag was 
draped in mourning. Business houses were closed. Every 
countenance was depicted in gloom. why is our joy turned 
to mourning? We have sinned. ie have exalted and 
given praise to our lesder that belongs to God. 16th: 
This was a beautiful Sabbath morning, but everything 
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wore the appearance of gloom. At ten o'clock a. M. I 
went to hear Colonel Jacues preach at the old Methodist 
Church, His remarks were confined to the character and 
death of President Lincoln. In the evening I went to 
the Second Baptist Church and heard a sermon on the same 
subject from the same text. 19th: Chapter of Judges, 30th 
verse. I thought the latter the best sermon I ever heard. 
Early in ths morning it was known by everyone that Secre- 
tary Seward was not dead. «at three o'clock pe me the 
public square was crowded with people to give a public 
expression of their fellings concerning Mr. Lincoln's 
death. 17th: The city still wears an appearance of 
gloom and mourning. There are various reports sbout 
the assassians arrest but is certain that neither have 
been caught. 12th: God has not forsaken our cause 
entirely. Mobile is fallen and Johnston is supposed to 
have surrendered. How wonderful is the providence of 
God and his ways past finding out. 22nd: The weather 
has been bad for some days past and I have not bean out 
much. In the evening I went to ses an old discharged 
soldier who was very sick and tarried with him all 
night. 23rd: Today we hear of lenient terms which 
Sherman has offered to Johnston and his army. Some 
will not believe it, others think Sherman crazy. The 
President revolks the terms and sends Grant to the 
command of Sherman's army. 25th: Today we had hoped 
to hear something better from our old commandsr, but 
every line in the papers brings disgrace upon him and 
we, his old followers, have to admit for once that 
Sherman is wrong. 27th: The weather very pleasant. 
I spent most of the day at work on a picture frame that 
is to be presented to old Uncle Holt. News received 
that Booth, the assassinator of Lincoln, has been killed. 
30th: This was the Sabbath but according to the usage 
of the army we mustered for pay, it being the last day 
of the month, at night I went to the Baptist Church 
and heard and excellent sermon. 


May 27th, 1865: One more week has passed that 
I have failed to note the events of the day. The funeral 
of the President is passed and has left a gloom on us 
which is not thrown off by all the bright prospects of 
peace. 


June lst, 1865: This little book has lain un- 
disturbed on my stand, since the 7th day of May but my 
attention has been drawn to it again by an extraordinary 
circumstance for a quiet place like Quincy. A man was 
hung on a tres near this hospital at six minutes past 
twelve o'clock p. m. this first day of June, said to be 
the captain of a small Guerlialla bank of robbers. He 
was hung by a mob of soldiers, who took him from the 
Jail, where he and two of his comrades had been placed 
by the polics. He was a hardened wretch who knew not 
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how to pray, not do © think he realized his need of 
prayer, although he ab-<q for some one to pray for hin, 
when an old German made short prayer in his behalf. 

He carelessly said he hops. Gog would forgive him his 
sins. Farewell was his last „ord as the box was kicked 
from under him and he hung waling in the air. His 
name was Joseph Rose. This evs.ing the constable re- 
ceived a slight wound in the righ shoulder. The soldiers 
made an attempt to mob the two réu.-.-jnge prisoners that 
were in jail but were prevented by tie influence of 
Goneral Prentice. They were then placed ‘n the hands 

of the Provost Martial. Late in the evening one Company 
of the 146th Regiment arrived from Springfiela, anā took 
chargs of the bushwackers by force. 


June 2nd: Excitment subsiding, many of the 
soldiers are more interested today by the arrival of the 
pay master and mustering officers for the purpose of 
mustering out and paying off the boys. 3rd: ‘The prisoners 
have been sent to Springfield. Rolls are being made 
for paying off soldiers in hospital, orders have been 
received not to muster out veterans so I am left in 
doubt as to what is to become of me. hth: at night 
I went to the Baptist Church and heard an excellent 
discourse on law and order, text Be Obedient to the Power 
that be, or in the language of the Bible, Let every 
soul be subject unto the highest powers, Roman 1301. 
loth: a few soldiers have been mustered out today. 
Under a new examination I, with some fiity others (veterans) 
have been ordered to be mustered out. llth: Some three 
hundred inglish emigrants passed through the city today 

on their way to join the Mormons at Salt Lake City. I 
was quite unwell in the evening and did not go to church. 
12th: Tom O'Day, the leader of the mob that hung Rose, 
was arrested today. 13th: It has been raining for 

several days. 14th: It continues to rain, mustering 

out goes slow, some are going to their regiments. 15th; 

I attended court to hear th trial of the bushwackers,. 
Heavy rain, Exhibition in the evening at our reading 

room. jl6th: Bushwackers trial concluded in which 

Riley was sentenced tu twelve years imprisonment, his 
wife three years. Wilson, a young man of sixteen or 
6ighteen years of age, was found guilty of murder. 
Thomas Snead came clear under the inditement which was 

on another inditement as accessory to a raid on Fowler's 
station. 18th: This was the Sabbath and I attended 

church three times besides Sabbath School at the Epsicopal 
Church, I was induced to take charge of a-class temporarily 
although this was the first time I had ever visited this 
sect. 19th: Numbers of the vsterans have been sent to 
their regiments. Some fifteen or twenty went today. 
Thomas Snead and Mr. and Mrs. Riley in addition to their 
former term was added seven years imprisonment each. 20th: 
The trial of the mob came up today but there being a flaw 
in the inditement it was set aside. 
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2lst: Today we were transferred to Ward Six. 
22nd: The non-vets assembled at the mustering office 
and demanded to be mustered out. They finally gave 
him one more day. 23rd: Today for the fifth time I was 
examined and marked for a discharge. The non-vets signed 
the muster out rolls and now await the paymasters arrival 
from Springfield. 25th: This was the Sabbath. Father 
Foot preached to the soldiers out at our reading room. 
Went to the Baptist Church at night. 26th: In the 
evening I attended an entertainment at Pinkham Hall given 
for the benefit of the soldier's orphans» 27th: I 
have been confined to by bed with a billeous headache. 
This is the first anniversary of my wound in the shoulder. 
26th: Sick all day. 29th: Much better today. à large 
number of soldiers anxicus to get home are allowing the | 
brokers to shave their claim at three per cent. 30th: | 
The paymastsr arrived today and stopped any further | 
proceeding or the brokers. we were mustered for two | 
months pay this being the regular muster day. July | 
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lst: It' has been raining for several days. 2nd: Orders 
to stay in camp to wait for paymaster. Jt was late in 
the afternoon when he came and only paid some seventy 
or elghty. 3rd: A few more were paid today. Great 
preparations for a celebration tomorrow. Weather very 
warm. hth: The exercises for the day commenced by 
firing cannon. Then the different fire companies 
paraded the street. The procession was formed with the 
veterans in front, and marched to Jefferson square. A 
prayer was offered to almiehty God for the restoration 
of our Union, and the Declaration of Independence read. 
Then an excellent address. Then we marched to hospital 
No. One where the ladies had prepared a most luxurious 
dinner for the soldiers and while we did justice to the 
dinner the girls sang patriotic songs. Then came the 
trial of the fire companies. Then masquerade which was 
a very laughable scene. In the evening six ballons were 
sent up, Then came the fire works which lasted until 
near midnight. 5th: warmer than ever. Worked some 
packing up blankets. 6th: Weather continues warn. 
Hospital reduced to only two wards. 7th: Went twice 

to hear a spiritualist. 10th: I was not expecting my 
discharge every day but was unexpectedly ordered to re- 
join my regiment at Louisville, Kentucky and at four 
o'clock took the cars for that purpose. llth: This 
morning at about eight o'clock, we found ourselves 

at the Lafayette Junction, waiting for the Indianapolis 
train. «At two pe Me took the train for Indianapolis, 
where we arrived at five and at ten pe me took the train 
for Jeffersonville where we arrived at four in the 
morning. 12th: After delivering the squad in my charge 
at the convalescent camp I went to my own regiment where 
I found the boys in great glee for they were making out | 
the muster out rolls. l3th: Went to the city and spent | 
a short time with Cruse and Molly. Cruse was quite un- 

weil but went with me to camp. l4th: Went to the city 
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and spent a short time with Cruse and Molly and to 
collect commutation of rations on my old veteran furlough. 
15th: All day in camp. Many of the boys are returning 
from furloughs. 16th: This was the Sabbath. The rain 
came down continually most all day. 17th: Today we 

were mustered out of the service of the United tates. 
July 18th, 1865: Sterted for Springfield, Illinois 

to get our final discharge. Our Division Commander, 
Major General Leggett, in a farewell address admonished 
us to be as good citizens as we have been soldiers. He 
guid during the period of his long acquaintance he had 
never known anything to bring a reproach on the 30th 
Regiment. They had acquited themselves with honor during 
the time they had been under him as a period of three 
hundred days. 


Discharged since the organization of Company 
D.: ‘Two Captains, two lst Lieutenants, three Sergeants, 
two corporals, and forty-seven privates. Died: One 
Captain, one 2nd Licutenant, one Sergeant, two corporals, 
twenty-eight privates. Transferred: One Sergeant, 
one private, Deserted: Five privates. Remaining on 
rolls when mustered out sixty-three. Total from first 
organization one hundred fifty-nine. We called on 
General John A. Logan before he had arisen from his 
morning nap but he soon came forth with a smile to welcome 
and bid us goodbye. He said: "I have known the 30th 
Regiment from its first organization and have seen nothing 
to regret while I have seen much to admire." He spoke 
with much warmth and at much length, admonishing them 
to be as good citizens as they had been soldiers and 
retain the honor they had gained. 


I took the train at about two o'clock a». mo at 
New Albany where I spent a few moments with cousin 
Thomas and his family. We were put on stock cars and 
the road was very rough but I managed to sleep some in 
the after part of the night. 19th: This morning when 
I awoke we were crossing the White River at Gasport. 
Changed cars a Lafayette and it was near night when 
we crossed the Stste Line into our own state. It has 
been raining for two days pust. 20th: Early this 
morning we arrived at Camp Butler and pitched our tents 
outside the enclosure, just in time to shelter us from 
the oncoming rain. 


2lst: In the morning Journal was published 
notice of our arrival with somewhat of the history of 
the 30th Regiment, also numerous promotions. Provost 
General Warren Shed, Lieutenant Colonel Khodes, Major 
John Davis, Adjutant alvard,* were not spoken as receiving 
promotion. Lieutenant M. D. Hand was spoken as a 
Brevet Captain, Aaron McYleve as Brevet lst Lieutenant 
Sergeant M. L. James as Brevet 2nd Lieutenant. Today 
we signed our last payroll. The 63rd received pay and 
started for home. 22nd: Raining and disagreeable. 
Some new arrivals of troops to be paid off. Soldiers 
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in different parts of camp are talking over the battle 
of a year ago and the death of licFerson. 23rd: This 
was the Sabbath. We were addressed by our old Chaplain 
at the usual hour. Text "Honor the King." 24th: 

i Went to Springfield and took dinner with Captain Sharp 
and ludy at the 3t, Nicholas. Returned to camp in the 
evening in time to escape the storm. During the night 
the storm became so severe we were obliged to take up 
our beds to keep it from being washed away and hold 
on to the tent to keep it from being blown down, but the 
storm did not last long. 25th: The rain continues. 
More troops coming into be mustered out. 26th: More 
rain than ever all day in camp. 27th: Today all the 
enlisted men of the 30th except myself and a few others 
were paid off and discharged. In consequence of a mis- 
calculation I had to go to the paymaster’s office at 
Springfield. 28th: In consequence of a second mig- 
calculation my account remained unsettled unti] all others 
were paid. Even the Colonel was paid and received 
his discharge before me. Then I, the last man of the 
30th Regiment Illinois V. V. Infantry, received pay and 
discharge and at ten o'clock p. m. took the cars for 
home in company with Brevet Captein J. D. Hand. 29th: 
Daylight this morning found us changing cars at Tolono. 
Changed cars and took break®ast and dinner at Mattoon. 
Arrived at Terre Haute for supper. Spent the evening 
with Mr. We Le Draper and family at his new residence. 
This was the Sabbath and the Captain and I were making 
our calculations to go to church when we found two other 

oe men contracting for a hack to go to Hutsonville and we 
thought this our best opportunity to get home although 

we had to pay twenty dollars for the trip. arrived 

home before sunset. Found all in usual good health. This 
ends a memorandum of my soldiering and of nearly four 

years travel. Keeping these notes have been a source 

of pastime and pleasure to me and perhaps (if I don't) 

some one else will arrange them in a book that will be 

useful and interesting to others. 
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